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ETSI TC SCP was set up in April 2000 as an ETSI Project to maintain and further develop a radio interface independent smart card platform for mobile communication. The move was fully supported by the then partners of 3GPP, by 3GPP2 and other committees such as GAIT and TR45. The reason for it being an EP was the proposal by ETSI to extend it to a partnership project. All committees involved at the time did, however, state that the special case of SCP did not require such a project structure. It had been agreed, and it is still the case, that all documents of SCP are available to ETSI members and non-members alike – no password is required to access them on the ETSI server. Delegates of other committees are still more than welcome to participate in the meetings at the Chairman’s discretion (which has always been granted). Concerning the recent votes it should be noted that non-members of ETSI could according to the ETSI rules not cast a vote. It should, however, be noted that the delegates present were representing companies being an ETSI (associate) member. This was, in particular, the case for Japanese companies.

Concerning the decision making and the deliverables there is a clear separation of work between SCP and CT6. While SCP considers topics of the platform such as an additional form factor for the smart card or a high speed transmission protocol, CT6 specifies the application specific parts of the SIM and USIM. This also means that an overlap in work can, in general, not be diagnosed. It is the case that different experts from the same organisation attend SCP and CT6, due to differing nature of the work between the two groups. And it is also the case that, for instance, silicon manufacturers attend SCP and not CT6, again because of the nature of the work.

The decisions taken by SCP which are in strict compliance with the ETSI technical working procedures are by no means binding on 3GPP. Ultimately, it is 3GPP who make the final decision as to what is to be included in the 3GPP specifications. If the concern is that SCP does not allow sufficient influence and involvement of regions, then a solution could be to form, as originally envisaged, a Partnership Project. To guard the interest of other organisations and the globally applicable use of the SCP specifications such a partnership should also include organisations other than those of 3GPP.

The technical liaison between SCP and CT6 is, in our understanding, not an issue. This is no different from the 3GPP working with other organizations and there is already an efficient communication process between especially CT6 and SCP. But also SCP is well known to other groups in 3GPP such as SA1. As a way to potentially improve the process in particular between SCP and SA/SA1 it is suggested to appoint dedicated liaison officers who present the work of their respective committee in a dedicated session as part of the committee meeting. From an SCP point of view this would be of great interest with respect to the work of SA3. 
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