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1
Decision/action requested

The Board is invited to:

· note the progress following the “GRID Starter Group” kick-off meeting and workshop
· endorse the appointment of Mike Fisher (BT Group plc) as Chairman of the GRID-SG

· approve the creation and ToR for TC GRID

· appoint Mike Fisher (BT Group plc) as interim-Chairman of TC GRID

· to approve the dissolution of the GRID-SG once the TC has been launched
2
References

B53(05)31
GRID standardization, timeline of events

OCG26(05)26
GRID Activity Information

GRID Workshop http://portal.etsi.org/docbox/bran/bran/GRIDWorkshop/ 
B56(06)38
Strategic Topic: GRID

GA46(05)13
Draft ETSI Strategy 2006

B56(06)46
GRID Starter Group (GRID-SG)

24 May 2006 GRID-WORKSHOP and GRID-SG kick-off http://docbox.etsi.org/workshop/GRID 
3
History
After a number of discussions on GRID topics in Board and OCG, a dedicated workshop was held during September 2005 and the identification of GRID in the ETSI Strategy 2006 as a strategic topic was approved.  A “GRID Starter Group” was created to develop a detailed proposal on the future role for technical standardization and/or interoperability work within ETSI in this area.

4
GRID Starter Group meeting
4.1
General

The Board is invited to note the progress following the “GRID Starter Group” kick-off meeting and workshop
The GRID-SG kick-off meeting (GRID-WORKSHOP) was held on 24 May 2006.  It should be noted that 30 people attended this meeting and 26 documents were presented.  Detailed information can be found at: http://webapp.etsi.org/meetingcalendar/MeetingDetails.asp?mid=25853) or directly on the Docbox area at: http://portal.etsi.org/docbox/workshop/grid/.
Before the kick-off meeting, GGF and ETSI GRID stakeholders have been contacted to agree on a draft GRID STF Proposal.
An important ETSI+EC meeting was held on 5 April with EC DG INFSO (F2 GRID Unit), DG ENTR, and NESSI Partners to agree on GRID Standardization Plans.
Following the GRID-SG kick-off on 24 May 2006, a proposal on how ETSI should engage itself in GRID standardization matters has been prepared; an open discussion email list GRID@list.etsi.org (presently 170+ subscribers from 60+ organizations) and docbox area: http://docbox.etsi.org/GRID have been created. 

The report of the GRID-SG kick-off meeting can be found as file 07_GRID Project Discussion 24 May 2006 within set of zipped documents accompanying this document [ETSI/B57(06)20a1].

4.2
GRID SG Chairman

Mike Fisher (BT Group plc) was appointed as Chairman during the GRID-SG kick-off meeting.  The Board is invited to endorse this appointment.
4.3
Proposed Work Items 

The GRID-SG proposes the creation of three new ETSI Work Item:

ETSI Technical Report: “Interoperability Testing Framework" [ETSI/B57(06)20a1 - File 04_NWI]

ETSI Technical Report: “Study of ICT GRID interoperability gaps”:


Part 1:  Inventory of ICT Stakeholders [ETSI/B57(06)20a1 - File 05_NWI]

ETSI Technical Report: “Study of ICT GRID interoperability gaps”:


Part 2:  List of identified Gaps [ETSI/B57(06)20a1 - File 06_NWI]

4.4
Proposed STF (EC funded)

The GRID-SG proposes the creation of a Special Task Force to further the work and to develop the two Technical reports.  Further to indication on European Commission with respect to funding a proposal has been developed and sent to the Commission for evaluation [ETSI/B57(06)20a1 - File 01_ETSI GRID Proposal EU 2006 Standardization].

In order to meeting the deadline for input to the EC funding program the detailed STF proposal had to be prepared urgently and submitted before 31 May 2006.  Approval of this proposal will be brought to the Board when the official result of the EC evaluation of the EC is known and a contract is available (probably not before December 2006).
5
Creation of a Technical Committee GRID

The GRID-SG proposes the creation of a TC GRID with the following Terms of Reference.

This proposal is supported by the following ETSI Members: Alcatel, ARCEP, BT Group plc, CETECOM, EADS, France Telecom, Fraunhofer, Fujitsu UK, Hitachi Europe, IBM, INRIA, Oracle, MINEFI, Siemens AG, and Telefonica.
The Board is invited to approve the creation and ToR for TC GRID and appoint Mike Fisher (BT Group plc) as the interim-Chairman.

ETSI Technical Committee GRID (TC GRID)

Terms of Reference
Introduction

The term Grid computing originated in the early 1990s as a metaphor for making computer power as easy to access as an electric power Grid.  A computer GRID provides immense computing and knowledge power on demand in the same way as the electricity GRID provides electricity (see ftp://ftp.cordis.europa.eu/pub/ist/docs/grids/grids_brochure_2004.zip).

“A GRID provides an abstraction for resource sharing and collaboration across multiple administrative domains…”  (Source: NGG Expert Group, 16 June 2003 “European Grid Research 2005-2010)

A GRID is a system that:

· coordinates resources that are not subject to centralized control,

· using standard, open, general-purpose protocols and interfaces

· to deliver nontrivial qualities of service.

where:

· Computing resources are not administered centrally

· Open standards are used.

· Non trivial quality of service is achieved

For more information see: http://www-fp.mcs.anl.gov/~foster/Articles/WhatIsTheGrid.pdf and http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grid_computing 

The potential benefits of GRID technology are to:

· Democratize GRID applications and services (SME, government, education, healthcare)

· increase productivity by reducing Total Cost of Ownership

· offers any-type, anywhere, anytime services for all (utility service vision)

· offers dynamic virtual infrastructure for building variable sized virtual organisations  

· extensibility, since  based on a converged infrastructure, including the next generation Internet services backbone and Next Generation Networks.

Inspired by ftp://ftp.cordis.lu/pub/ist/docs/grids/ngg3_eg_final.pdf:
· GRID should provide scalable support for complex, heterogeneous Grids middleware and applications. 

· The GRID Technology includes the areas of mobile and embedded technology. This is of particular relevance for the realisation of the vision of a Grid as a pervasive, user centered utility.

· The vision is that a GRID environment operates from the level of devices to supercomputers, to serve communities ranging from individuals to whole industries, including data, information and knowledge. 

Terms of Reference

TC GRID's initial work is to address, in general, the IT-Telecom (Information Technology and Telecommunications) convergence and, in particular, the lack of interoperable GRID solutions built by IT in conjunction with the Telecom industry. The TC GRID activities pushes the emphasis on GRID applications and services based on global standards and their associated validation tools. The goal is to enlarge the sphere of, actively support, and involve GRID stakeholders in the standardization of GRID (test specifications first) in the IT-Telecom converged world.

TC GRID will consider a broad context of interoperable GRID standards at extended levels:

-
resource and service access, protocol, middleware, security, service, application with a large panel of GRID actors in the GRID value chain,
-
standardization bodies, FORA and organizations in conjunction with relevant industrial stakeholders, research and innovation actors considering broad convergence in:

-
Information Technology (IT) and Web Services

-
Electronic communication (Telecom) and IT

-
Fixed and Mobile Communications – such as electronic communication manufacturers (Telecom), network operators, service providers, end resource equipment manufacturers, and various IT actors

-
Mobile standards, broadband communications, and ubiquitous services 

TC GRID will not address alone the entire GRID issues that may be identified but, from networking with the involved standardization bodies will produce consensus based technical specifications and reports and hence enable ETSI to propose a roadmap to interoperable ICT GRID standards.
TC GRID will work in collaboration with:

· ETSI TISPAN, MTS/PTCC
· ETSI Plugtests Service
· GGF www.ggf.org (merging with EGA www.gridalliance.org)

· Especially the GGF SCRM-CG group (Standards Development Organizations Collaboration on Networked Resources Management) coordinating the standardization efforts of 

· the Global Grid Forum (GGF), 

· the Distributed Management Task Force (DMTF), 

· the Organization for the Advancement of Structured Information Standards (OASIS), 

· the Storage Networking Industry Association (SNIA), 

· the Tele Management Forum (TMF), 

· the Internet Engineering Task Force (IETF), 

· the International Telecommunication Union – Telecommunication Standardization Sector (ITU-T)

· and the World Wide Web Consortium (W3C).

· DG INSFSO F2, F3 unit GRID Unit

· NESSI European Technology Platform http://www.nessi-europe.com/index.htm 

· IST FP6 GRID Projects
· GSCG: The IST FP6 Grid projects Collaboration Task ‘Co-ordination of Standardisation Efforts’ is fostered and managed by the GRID Standards Co-ordination Group, a forum which comprises representatives from all IST FP6 GRID projects and external experts in GRID standardization.

· OMII University of Southampton, UK eScience collaboration and implication. http://www.omii.ac.uk/ 

· ICTSB


