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What is a PlugtestsTM event?

A test event

• Organized and run by ETSI  (as neutral body) in collaboration with 
industry partners

• Scope, test infrastructure and test plan based on standards

• Feedback to the ETSI technical group

• A tool for the ETSI technical group to validate and enhance the quality 
of their standards

An opportunity for implementers

• To validate their understanding of the standard

• To test with (many) other real implementations

• To debug their implementation: early bug fixing, saving time

An opportunity for the community

• To promote the technology  and the eco system

• To demonstrate end-to-end interoperability
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How do we Organise Plugtests?

SES Workshop4

Event Co-ordinators

• Registration

• NDA

• Hotels

• Finance

• Shipping of equipment

CTI

• Management

• Testing Expertise

Subject Matter Experts

Technical partners (e.g., Com4Innov)

Hosts

IT Support



A typical Plugtest looks like this …
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Motivation

Rel-13 frozen for Mission Critical Push To Talk 
(MCPTT) features in 3GPP

To support industry in the deployment of 
3GPP Rel-13 Mission Critical Communication 
Networks

To organize a series of MCPTT Plugtests in 
collaboration with TETRA + Critical 
Communications Association (TCCA)

To develop a standardized Interoperability Test 
Specification

Plugtest Results will be used to improve the 
specifications

© ETSI 2016 All rights reserved6



Topics for Plugtests

MCPTT application servers

MCPTT Client running on UEs

LTE networks supporting mission critical  QCIs

eMBMS support for group communication

Off-network operations (Device to device)

interworking between TETRA and MC LTE

Identity and Group management servers

Location 

Security
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Potential Scope of the first Plugtest
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Potential Scope of the first Plugtest

Connectivity (CONN): Basic connectivity between 
functional elements at different levels including Access 
Network (LTE), IP Network, SIP and Application

Policy (PCC): LTE bearer signaling and allocation (MC 
QCIs)

Unicast Media (UNM): Voice over unicast flows 
Additionally location information

Multicast Media (MCM): Voice over multicast flows
Additionally location information
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Provisional Planning
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Interested Vendors – 15.9.2016

AIRBUS

AIR-LYNX

ATHONET

BITTIUM

ETELM

FREQUENTIS
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GENAKER

HUAWEI

HYTERA

NEMERGENT

SEPURA



Users and Observers

French Interior Ministry

UK Home Office

BT

Police NL

ASTRID, Belgium Public Safety Network Operator

PSC-E (Public Safety Communications Europe)
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Next Steps

Complete the ongoing
interviews

Agree test scope with
interested vendors, users
and observers

Confirm host location

Create Plugtest web page

Announce Plugtest via
the ETSI and Partner 
Channels
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Contact

© ETSI 2016 All rights reserved14

Sebastian Müller

MCPTT Plugtest Manager

T: +33 4 92 94 43 13 

M: +33 6 74 40 83 66
E: sebastian.mueller@etsi.org

Saurav Arora

Plugtest Technical Support

T: +33 4 92 94 43 08

M: +33 6 80 95 22 55
E: saurav.arora@etsi.org


