Travel Information
1. Venue

Bundesnetzagentur für Elektrizität, Gas, Telekommunikation, Post und Eisenbahnen

Canisiusstraße 21

55122 Mainz-Gonsenheim

Germany

Room 1051 (conference area)

http://www.bundesnetzagentur.de/cln_1931/EN/Home/home_node.html

Communications to delegates during the meeting or to the host before the meeting can be

addressed to
Bernd Henschel
telephone: +49 6131 18 4259
telefax: +49 6131 18 5608
e-mail: bernd.henschel@bnetza.de

Information about Mainz in German, English and French can be obtained through http://www.mainz.de . That website offers also a town map in several resolutions and links to websites providing information about regional and local public transport.
2. Accommodation

Delegates are kindly requested to book hotel rooms themselves directly with a hotel and as soon as possible. Although BNetzA is located in a suburb of Mainz called Gonsenheim we suggest delegates to reserve accommodation in the city center and take a tram in the mornings and evenings to go to/from the meeting venue. The following hotels are recommended because they are close to a stop of a tram line running directly to BNetzA.
	City Hotel Neubrunnenhof
Große Bleiche 26

55116 Mainz

Tel.:
+49 6131 23 22 37

Fax.:
+49 6131 23 22 40

info@cityhotelneubrunnenhof.de 

www.cityhotel-neubrunnenhof.de


	Hotel Austria
Kaiserstr. 20

55122 Mainz

Tel.:
+49 6131 270 27-0

Fax.:
+49 6131 270 27-110

info@hotel-austria.de 

www.info-mainz.de/gastst/Austria


	Hotel Hammer
Bahnhofsplatz 6

55116 Mainz

Tel.:
+49 6131 96528-0

Fax.:
+49 6131 96528-88

info@hotel-hammer.de 

www.hotel-hammer.com


	InterCityHotel
Binger Straße 21

55131 Mainz

Tel.:
+49 6131 5885-0

Fax.:
+49 6131 5888 5200

mainz@intercityhotel.de 


3. How to reach BNetzA

3.1 Arrival by airplane / from Frankfurt airport

At Frankfurt Airport [FRA] a train station is in the basement of terminal 1. Take S-Bahn S8 (usually from platform 3) in the direction of Mainz/Wiesbaden as far as Mainz Hauptbahnhof (Hbf = central railway station). Trains run every 30 min and the journey to Mainz takes almost 45 min. Train tickets must be purchased before the journey from one of the ticket machines. They have a screen for user guidance in several languages; the destination code for Mainz is 65. The one way fare is € 4,10 (see also http://www.rmv.de in several languages).
Some inexpensive airlines offer flights to Hahn Airport [HHN] ( http://www.hahn-airport.de ) which is located some 90 km west of Mainz. If you decide to choose one of those airlines ask for their shuttle bus service to Frankfurt Airport [FRA] or Frankfurt Hauptbahnhof or make sure to arrange a car rental in advance because public bus transport from Hahn [HHN] is infrequent and the journey to Mainz or Frankfurt takes almost two hours. The one-way fare is around € 16.

3.2 Arrival by train / from the city center of Mainz

From Mainz Hauptbahnhof (Hbf = central railway station) take tram no. 50 or 51 in the direction of Finthen/Römerquelle or Finthen/Poststraße as far as the stop at “Elbestraße”. Trams run app. every 15 min and the journey from Hauptbahnhof to Elbestraße takes about 15 min. Tram tickets can be purchased from the driver; the single fare is € 2,50.

If you come straight from FRA airport the ticket you bought there for your ride to Mainz includes the local fare.

On leaving the tram at the “Elbestraße” stop walk straight ahead through Werrastraße and turn left at the end in Canisiusstraße. From the tram stop to BNetzA it is a walk of about 300 meters.

3.3 Arrival by car

On motorway A 643 (linking the A 60 and A 66 motorways) take exit Mainz-Gonsenheim. At the end of the exit turn right in the direction Mainz-Gonsenheim/Ordnungsamt/TÜV and follow the signs for Bundesnetzagentur. Follow the multi-lane Weserstraße in a wide left bend across a junction with a set of traffic lights. Weserstraße narrows and at the second set of pedestrian traffic lights take the street on your left (Canisiusstraße).

The office is the second building on the left. Parking spaces for visitors’ cars are available in the courtyard behind a barrier to the left of the vehicle entrance gate.

4. Entry formalities

All visitors to Germany must have a valid passport. Citizens of the European Union do not need a visa; residents from other countries should enquire at a German embassy in their country about visa requirements.

Visitors arriving from a European country do not need a special vaccination.

Please observe that carrying firearms, any other types of weapons or unusual knives as well as certain types of drugs is prohibited in Germany. The use of certain types of radio equipment -especially transmitters - is not allowed. Regarding mobile phones networks according to GSM standard in the 900 MHz and 1800 MHz bands are in operation.

5. Currency, credit cards, banking

There are no restrictions concerning the import or export of any amount of foreign currency. In Germany the Euro € is in use. All major credit cards are accepted by hotels and most restaurants and shops.

Banks are open Monday to Friday 09:00 – 15:00. In the FRA airport foreign currency can be exchanged every day at almost any time.
6. Climate and weather

In December the weather in Mainz tends to be cloudy and cold with usual daytime temperatures at around 0 °C.

Information about current and near-term weather conditions can be found at http://www.dwd.de or http://www.wetter.com

7. Electricity

Electrical power in Germany is supplied at 240 V 50 Hz AC.

8. Insurance

The host cannot accept responsibility for any accidents which might occur. Participants travelling to Germany are encouraged to obtain travel insurance (medical, personal accident, luggage) in their home country prior to departure. Medical services in Germany are of great quality but also expensive.

9. Shopping

Big shops and department stores are open from 09:00 to 20:00; many small shops close at 18:00. All shops are closed on Sundays and public holidays.

10. Tipping

There is in general no need to tip; a service charge is usually included in the price. However, waiters and taxi drivers will not feel insulted if you tip them up to 10% for a good or excellent service. It is also common practice to tip the bell boys in hotels.

Map of the venue environment

http://www.bundesnetzagentur.de/cln_1932/EN/FederalAgency/TheAgency/ContactingTheFederalNetworkAgency/WegbeschreibungMainz_Basepage.html?nn=10596
