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Dates and time
ETSI ESI#59 takes place in Oslo, Norway from Monday 26 June to Wednesday 28 June 2017. The agenda will be distributed by Sonia@ETSI. The planned start is Monday morning at 9 and planned end is Wednesday afternoon at about 14.
Venue
The meeting will take place at Thon Hotel Opera, which is almost directly on the platform of Oslo S (Sentral) railway station, see https://www.thonhotels.com/opera We will have lunch at the hotel Monday and Tuesday, no lunch ordered for Wednesday.
Accommodation – block reservation
A block reservation of rooms has been done at Thon Hotel Opera at a rate of 1355 NOK per night for a single room, including breakfast. A few smaller single rooms are available at 1305 NOK per night. Reservations are held until 23. May, the latest day to book if you want to use this offer.
To reserve, contact the hotel directly by email opera@thonhotels.no or phone +47 24103000. The reservation code/number is 24749014. Not sure if this code can be used for online booking. 
This is a reasonable offer but there are lots of alternatives in the area including some budget options. Just check for hotels near Oslo S on Google maps or otherwise. 
Getting there
The Airport Express Train (Flytoget) leaves Oslo Airport Gardermoen (OSL) every 10 minutes (20 minutes if you arrive very early or very late). 20 minutes to Oslo S, where you enter from the platform to the building, turn left and exit on the seafront side where you will find Thon Hotel Opera.
Ordinary trains (NSB, the state railways) run less regularly but are almost as fast for half the price. Tickets are separate so beware that you buy ticket for the correct train company. Taxi from the airport is not recommended – much slower and more expensive than the train.
When searching for plane connections, you may also find Oslo Airport Torp (TRF). This is 120 km south of Oslo with mediocre connections (train, bus) to Oslo. If you choose Torp airport, make sure you know what you are up to.
Joint dinner
As usual for ESI meetings, a joint dinner will be organised either Monday night or Tuesday night. We have to get back to the details.
Weather and light
The most common small talk topic in Norway is the weather. End June may be 30 degrees and sun, or 12 degrees and rain. In any case, at this time of year it does not really get dark at night, not even in Oslo. For good reasons, Norway has one of the world’s best online weather forecast services at http://www.yr.no (also in English). Unless it gets exceptionally warm, nights will be a bit chilly. Bring along a warm jacket and an umbrella.
Price level in Oslo
Oslo has a reputation of being one of the most expensive cities in the world. Sadly, it is true, but the Euro exchange rate at present makes it a bit more favourable to most Europeans.
Restaurants and cafés may on average be double price of what you are used to (depending on where you come from). One tip: tap water is as tasty and clean as any bottled water you can get, is (by law) free, and fine to order.
Around Oslo S and Thon Hotel Opera
The seafront in this area is going through a complete transformation, which implies lots of construction activities. There are some nice examples of modern architecture, including the “barcode” row and above all the Opera House. A stroll on the roof of the Opera is a must for visitors to Oslo – bring sunglasses, it is white marble.
Oslo’s main street, “Karl Johans gate”, starts from the square in front of Oslo S and is a nice walk, although the area closest to Oslo S is a bit shabby (note that all of Oslo can be considered safe).
Other sights and tourist information for Oslo
The municipality of Oslo has about 650 000 inhabitants and the metropolitan area counts 850 000 – 1.5 million depending on the definition of the area. 
Nice areas to visit are Aker Brygge and Tjuvholmen comprising a combination of old industrial buildings and modern architecture at the seafront. Quite fashionable; just look around or have a seat and buy what will probably be the most expensive beer of your life. The former working class area of Grünerløkka is mostly from the late 19th century, now with cafes, shops, and some nice parks. Contrast by Frogner dating from the same period but built for the wealthy.
A short metro- or tram-ride from town is Frognerparken with the Vigeland sculpture park; possibly Oslo’s most famous sight. Free entrance to the park.
Public transportation is frequent and reliable. Information at https://ruter.no/en/ Ticket vending machines are not user friendly; the best option is the ticket app – click the ticket tab of the Ruter site and select “RuterBillet app”.
Further tourist information and events, attractions and such at http://www.visitoslo.com 
Want to see more of Norway?
As a teaser, the first sentence of Lonely Planet’s Norway guide is: “Norway is a once-in-a-lifetime destination and the essence of its appeal is remarkably simple: this is one of the most beautiful countries on earth.” Official tourist information at http://www.visitnorway.com 
But…. while Oslo and its surroundings are OK, this is far from the Norway of the tourist brochures. The main sights are the fjords in the west and the midnight sun and nature of the north. Norway is a country the same size as Germany and Italy (but only 5.5 million inhabitants), so be aware of distances and the travel options available.
If you plan a vacation in Norway, please feel free get in touch (jon.olnes@unibridge.no) for tips and suggestions!
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