INFORMATION
about EMTEL#45 meeting in Budapest

19th to 20th June, 2019
Official information – and some practical personal ones too.

OFFICIAL  INFORMATION

Venue of the meeting

The National Media and Communications Authority of Hungary (NMHH) has the honour to invite you to the 45th meeting of ETSI EMTEL SC, which will be held in Budapest, Hungary, in grand floor meeting rooms of:

Nemzeti Média és Hirközlési Hatóság (NMHH)

(National Media and Infocommunications Authority – Hungary) 
H – 1015 Budapest, Ostrom utca 23-25.
(see the attached map)
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The meeting will start on 19th June 2019 (Wednesday) at 09:30,
and will end on 20th June 2019 (Thursday) at 12:00 approx..
Contact persons:


(Mr) Miklós BALÁS,

mobile: +36 30 456 0873,   e-mail: balas.miklos@nmhh.hu

(Ms) Laura BAKOS,

mobile: +36 30 182 0708,   e-mail: bakos.laura@nmhh.hu
Around the office/venue building there are only paying car parks. NMHH has very limited places, therefore if you can, please leave your car at your hotel. If not possible, please contact us. 
The meeting room will have – as usually – WiFi, projector, connectors for the PCs,…, The participants are asked to cover their travelling and own personal hotel costs only.

During the meeting NMHH offers some buffet catering, including a lunch on Wednesday. We should like to invite you for a common dinner on Wednesday evening as NMHH’s guests. If somebody has special dietary demand, please let me informed.
For helping the arrangements, the participants are kindly asked to register for the meeting on ETSI’s homepage till noon of 17th June 2019 the latest – if possible.
https://portal.etsi.org/webapp/meetingCalendar/MakeChoice.asp?m_id=35024&date=2019%2D06%2D19+13%3A30%3A00
Smoking inside the venue

is forbidden. Smoking is allowed only outside, in front of the building. 
Suggested hotels (see the map attached)
Hotel Mercure Budapest Buda****

Address: 

H-1013 Budapest, Krisztina kőrút 41-43.

Telephone:
(+36 1) 488 8100
Facsimile:
(+36 1) 488 8178
E-mail:

H1688@accor.com
Web:


http://www.mercure.com/gb/hotel-1688-mercure-budapest-buda/index.shtml
Art’otel Budapest****

Address: H-1011 Budapest, Bem rakpart 16-19.

Telephone:
(+36 1) 487 9411

Facsimile:
(+36 1) 487 9488
E-mail:

artotel@mail.ohb.hu
Web:

www.budapest-hotel.hu/hotels/hu/artotel.htm
Hotel Novotel Budapest Danube****  

Address:

H-1027 Budapest, Bem rakpart 33-34.

Telephone:
(+36-1) 458 4900
Facsimile:
(+36-1) 458 4909

E-mail:

H6151@accor.com
Web:

https://www.accorhotels.com/gb/hotel-6151-novotel-budapest-danube/index.shtml
Hotel Victoria****  

Address:

H-1011 Budapest, Bem rakpart 11.

Telephone:
(+36-1) 457 8080

Facsimile:
(+36-1) 457 8088

Web:

http://www.victoria.hu
Hotel Budapest***
Address:

H-1026 Budapest, Szilágyi Erzsébet fasor 47.

Telephone:
(+36-1) 889 4200
Facsimile:
(+36-1) 889 4203

E-mail:

budapest.reservation@danubiushotels.com
Web:

http://www.danubiushotels.com/en/our_hotels/hungary/budapest/hotel_budapest
Best Western Hotel Orion Várkert***

Address:

H-1013 Budapest, Döbrentei utca 13.

Telephone:
(+36-1) 356 8583

Facsimile:
(+36-1) 375 5418
E-mail:

orionhot@t-online.hu
Web:

https://www.hotelorion.hu/
Hotel D8***

Address:

H-1051 Budapest, Dorottya utca 8.

Telephone:
(+36-1) 614 0000

Reservation:
reservation@d8hotel.hu,  Tel: (+36-1) 614 0011

E-mail:

hotel@d8hotel.hu
Web:

https://d8hotel.hu/
Approach of venue from the hotels:
· By public transport: You need to travel to Széll Kálmán tér/square, which is one of the main centrums of the town. You can reach it by M2 metro/tube or different tram lines (No. 17, 56, 59, 61,). The tram stop on the square is in front of the glass metro/tube station building. From there the last (quarter) mile must be on foot. Ostrom street begins at North-East corner of the Széll Kálmán square between the Burger King and pharmacy on its corners (from metro/tube station getting up by escalator turn left back). In Ostrom street the NMHH is on the first left corner.
· As Ostrom street is rather steep, if you wish to decrease the climbing height, you can use a public lift (opposite-left to metro/tube station entrance in a white room, just between the tram tunnel and coffee-shop), or open-air escalator (opposite-right to metro/tube entance). Upstairs turn left, at the traffic light cross the high traffic street, and go straight 30 m in Várfok utca/street till the V shape branch, where walk in the left branch (Batthyány utca/street). On the first corner opposite-left is NMHH.
· Out of 2 ones, the hotels are in walking distance (<1,5 km, 18 min.), the venue is accessible through Széll Kálmán tér/square, or – in case of hotels on Danube bank - through Batthyány utca/street, which begins near to Batthyány tér/square (with metro/tube station). You can reach the venue from Hotel Orion Várkert only by tram No.56 from its Szarvas tér/square stop, and from Hotel D8 only by M2 metro/tube from its Deák tér/square station.
PRACTICAL INFORMATION

Motto: “Surviving Hungary”

Hungary and Budapest

Hungary (Magyarország) lies in the Carpathian basin in the middle of the continent, without seacoast.

Territory: 93,193 km2
Inhabitants: 10,0 million

Greatest towns: Budapest, Debrecen, Miskolc, Szeged, Pécs, Győr.

Main rivers: Danube (Duna), Tisza.

Biggest lakes: Balaton, lake Velence, lake Tisza (lake of Tisza river)

Highest peak: Kékes 1014 m above see level in Mátra mountain
Lowest spot: The Danube in South, at crossing the Serbian border, 87 m above see level.

The Capital Budapest is situated in the middle of the country on the Danube banks.

Territory: 512 km2, divided into 23 districts

Inhabitants: roughly 2 million, (plus 0,5 million in its suburban region villages/towns).

Budapest became Capital, when it was formed into a metropolis by the merge of three towns in 1873: Pest (city on the flat East bank), Buda (city with the king’s palace on the hilly West bank), and Óbuda (city North from Buda). Óbuda (the ancient Aquincum) was a strong military camp-town of the Roman Empire against the barbarian attacks during the I. – IV. centuries. Buda and Pest have also Roman ruins, but they became great cities during the Middle Ages only. Buda castle was the royal Capital since the beginning of the XIV. century till the Osman-Turkish occupation of half of the country in 1541. During the XX. century further roughly 10 neighbouring villages/cities were incorporated into Budapest. 

Arriving to Budapest by train

The international trains arrive to:

· „Déli pályaudvar” (Southern railway station) – at the western terminus of the M2 “red” metro/tube line (just beside the hotel “Mercure Budapest Buda”), 1 station from Széll Kálmán tér/square by metro/tube, or trams.
· „Keleti pályaudvar” (Eastern railway station) – on the M2 “red” metro/tube line, 3 stations East from the „Deák tér” (Deák tér/square is in the Pest downtown, where 3 underground/metro lines cross each other), or 6 stations from Széll Kálmán tér/square.
· „Nyugati pályaudvar” (Western railway station) – on the M3 “blue” metro line, 2 stations North from „Deák tér”, 5 tram stops from Ostrom utca/street, or 6 tram stops from Széll Kálmán tér/square by trams No. 4 or 6.
The international and national coaches arrive to:

“Árpád híd (bridge) coach station”

“Etele tér (square) coach stations”

“Népliget coach station”

“Stadion coach station”

“Széna tér (square) coach station”

Arriving to Budapest by airflight

Budapest has one international airport: the “Liszt Ferenc (after Franz Liszt, the XIX. c. componist) International Airport” (its earlier name: “Ferihegy”), which is 21 km South-East from Budapest’s downtown area, i.e. approximately 30-50 minutes by minibus/taxi. The airport has two working terminals (“2A”; “2B”) receiving all (normal and reduced cost) flights:

The two terminals are just 100 m beside each other, but thoroughfare between them is possible only outside the buildings. The departures are on the first floor, the arrivals on the ground floor.

Traveling between the airport and the city of Budapest
By Minibus (Aiport shuttle): There are several companies offering airport shuttle (even from Wien/Vienna), please look for them in the internet (all has English page). 
By public transport:
· Bus-line No.100E (“Repülőtéri járat” = airport line) is a quick line travelling between airport and Pest’s downtown area. It has special fare of 900 Ft (for EU citizens over 65 years is free), must be paid at the driver. From airport between 5:00 AM and 1:20 AM, from Deák tér/square between 3:40 AM and 0:40 AM, at every 20 minutes. Running time: 25-30 minutes. In both directions it has 4 stops:
· Liszt Ferenc airport, terminal 2 (2A and 2B)

· Kálvin tér/square (M3, M4 metro/tube stations)

· Astoria (M2 metro/tube station)

· Deák tér/square (M1, M2, M3 metro/tube stations)

https://bkk.hu/en/airport-shuttle/
· Bus-line No.200E (also “Repülőtéri járat” = airport line) brings you to the nearest “Kőbánya-Kispest” terminus of the M3 “blue” underground/metro line. Density daytime 6-10 minutes, evening time (from 11:30 PM) 20-30 minutes, in late night once in one hour, running time: 23-25 minutes. From Spring of 2019 the last section of M3 metro/tube will be renovated. During this period the No.200E bus will run till „Nagyvárad tér/square” metro/tube station, the terminus of the shortened metro/line.
Density of the M3 metro/tube:  2 – 8 minutes, running time to the downtown: 20 minutes (works between 04:30 AM and 11:30 PM). During the night a metro substituting bus line is from the 200E bus-terminal. About the tickets see later under the point “Public Transport, Tickets”.

The common bus-stop of 100E and 200E is between the ground floor exits of terminals “2A” and “2B”. At the bus-stop there is a ticket automat for normal price tickets.
Taxi

All Budapest taxis must use the same authority prescribed price (basic charge: 700 Ft, distance charge: 300 Ft/km, waiting charge: 75 Ft/min,). On Liszt Ferenc airports a contracted taxi company (Főtaxi) has the right to stay in front of the exits. The company has counters in front of both terminal exit doors, you need to get there a serial number ticket, which contains the approximate price according to your destination, and the number of your car what you need to wait (and number plate of car too). The clerks speak English. The taxis are there, or come in max. 8 minutes officially. The fixed and controlled prices, are written on the cars and on the ticket.
“Főtaxi” 
Tel.: + 36 1 222 2222
When too many people is waiting for the Főtaxi at its airport counters, they may not keep the prescribed time-limit, in this case it can be better (quicker) to call other taxi company by phone. They are tried and correct taxi companies (the operators also speak English):

„6 x 6 taxi”, 
Tel.: + 36 1 266 6666

„Budapest taxi”
Tel.: + 36 1 777 7777

„City taxi”
Tel.: + 36 1 211 1111

At Liszt Ferenc 2 airport these other taxis can pick you up at the board „Rendelt taxik / Rented taxis” between the ground floor exits of the two terminals (“2A” and “2B”). Usually the taxi will arrive in max. 5 – 8 minutes, as they are waiting outside of the airport territory.

Going from the town to the airport, or travelling inside the town, I suggest to call the same companies, or to ask the reception desk of your hotel to call one. If you hail a taxi on the street, its fare will be much higher, and you have chance to catch a “maffioso” of double-triple fares.

If the taxi driver does not speak English, please show him:

„KÉREM, VIGYEN A HÍRKÖZLÉSI HATÓSÁGHOZ BUDÁRA, AZ OSTROM UTCA 23-25-BE”

(Please, take me to NMHH in Buda side, on address Ostrom street 23-25.)
Public Transport, Tickets

In Budapest „who hurries goes on foot”. In the rush hours (7:30 to 8: 30, and 16:00 to 18:30) the city „stops”. But the public transport is well organised and the quickest. The succeeding time of undergrounds/metros/buses/trams is 2 – 8 minutes, in the evenings a little longer. Public transport, including underground/metro operates from 4:30 to 23:30, but some lines operates 24 hours a day.

Tickets for public transport have generally to be bought in advance (for EU citizens over 65 years see later). Single tickets can usually be purchased at newspaper kiosks, tobacco shops, and all kinds of tickets are available at underground METRO (tube) stations (marked with M) or BKV/BKK (Budapest Transport Ltd.) sales offices. Only on some lines: single tickets can be bought from the vehicle driver. The pre-purchased tickets have to be validated in the red/grey/yellow validator columns before the escalator of the metro, or in the small red/orange mechanic validators on the board of the bus/tram/trolley-bus. A single ticket is usually valid per access in Budapest (i.e. if you change line – even in the metro – you need to validate a new ticket, or the other end of the transfer ticket!). The fares (March 2019):
Vonaljegy (Single ticket, one direction only)
350
HUF
Vonaljegy (Single ticket purchased on the vehicle from the driver) 
450
HUF

     (only on certain marked lines including bus No.200)


Metro section ticket (up to 3 stops on a metro line)
300
HUF

Átszállójegy (Transfer ticket)

530
HUF

10 darabos gyűjtőjegy (Coupon book of 10 pieces single tickets)
3000
HUF

Budapest 24 órás jegy (24 hours hours travel card)
1650
HUF

Budapest 72 órás jegy (72 hours hours travel card)
4150
HUF

Budapest Hetijegy (weekly ticket)
4950
HUF

More information can be found at: http://www.bkv.hu/english/home/index.html
The quickest lines are the metros. 3 lines cross each other in the centre at Deak tér/square:

· M1 „Millenium underground” – was the first in the continent and second after the London underground – goes from the centre (Vörömarty tér/square) towards the „Hősök tere” (Heroes’ square), a square of lot of sights.

· M2 “red” underground/metro line – crosses the town from West (Buda) to East (Pest). Hotel Mercure Buda is near to its Western terminus.

· M3 “blue” underground/metro line – crosses Pest from North to South-East in the direction of the airport.
The M4 connects South-West part of the city to the middle, and meets with M2 line at its “Keleti pu.” terminal, and with M3 line in Kálvin tér/square.
The main and most important tram lines are No. 4 and 6, which go on the great ring road from Széll Kálmán tér/square, through the Margit híd/bridge, and further through Petőfi híd/bridge in the South.

You can calculate on the ticket inspectors on every public transport, but mainly at the metro entrances. They usually do not speak foreign languages, and they are very strict, not accepting excuses.

Travel for EU citizens over 65 years is free of charge on any kind of public transport in the territory of Hungary. Exceptions:
· Compulsory extra reserved seat ticket on InterCity (IC) trains (the basic ticket is free).

· On international train if it is not opened for domestic use (even if it stops in Hungary).

· Funicular of Buda castle (1.200 Ft).
· Special excursion trains (mainly in the mountains)…
Best if you ask it preliminary of use if you are not sure that the transport is normal.
Hungarian currency, credit cards, money change, price level

The Hungarian currency is the Forint (abbreviations: Ft, or HUF), which is freely convertible.

1 € = cca. 320 Ft, 1 $ = cca. 280 Ft. In most of the shops and places you can pay cash only by Forint. In shops dealing with lot of foreigners may accept Euro notes. Most banks, hotels, restaurants, department stores, petrol stations and shops accept major credit cards, (like Visa, American Express, Eurocard-Mastercard, Diners), but ask the personnel prior to spending.

Banks are usually open Monday to Friday from 8:00 to 16:00. Some (not all) banks will change currency when open for business. Bank automats (ATMs) are all over in the cities, mainly in the downtown areas.
But you can change at the Liszt Ferenc airport, in the hotels, railway-stations, and there are several change offices/shops (which have a little better rate) in all around the city, especially in the down-town area. It is strictly NOT suggested to change at private persons, who offer themselves in the streets of the downtown area, as
A) it is forbidden (for them),

B) they can cheat you by giving false or not-valid banknotes,

C) they can rob you by running away with your currency before giving you the Forints (better case), or they can snatch your wallet from your hand.

The price level of Hungary is roughly ½ - ¾ of ones of western countries, 1/3 of Scandinavian countries.

Tips in Hungary

Like in the western countries, at taxi, restaurants, hairdresser, etc.. Normally 5 – 10 %, and they need to accept, if you do not wish to give tip.

Voltage, electric appliances           [image: image2.jpg]



220/230 Volts, 50 Hz. Plugs are two-pin, continental size, with earth/ground contact on the cylinder, as can be seen on the picture above. Please be sure you have the correct adapter, if needed.

Visa information

No visa is needed for the citizens of EU and USA.

Weather
Hungary, lying in the Carpathian basin in the middle of the continent, has continental climate with few rain:

Spring:
Lot of sunshine, temperature: 10 to 25 C, sometime small rain and wind.

Summer:
Hot, sunshiny and mainly dry, temperature: 28 to 34 C (37 – 40 C in peak). Unexpected, quick-coming storms with heavy, but short (10 minute) rain can happen. 

Autumn:
Dry and sunshiny September (15 to 25 C), wet but shiny October (10 to 20 C). Rainy and foggy November (0 to 15 C), with some snow.

Winter:
Cold and mainly dry, temperature: -10 to +5 C (-25 C in peak). Few (10 – 30 cm) snow only for 3 weeks long in January-February. Strong snow-fall or sleet rarely can happen. In snow or sleet the main roads are acceptably cleaned, but the minor roads, specially in the hilly territories (North-Eastern region (Nógrád and Borsod counties), North from lake Balaton (Veszprém county)) are usually hardly passable.

Local time

Middle European time zone: GMT + 1 hour, with the European Winter/Summer time change in March and middle of October. Same as in France or Germany.

Mobile phones

GSM (2G), UMTS (3G), LTE (4G) mobile networks are available from 3 operators: T-Mobile, TeleNor, and Vodafone and some MVNOs. All have roaming contracts with the main European operators. Foreign numbers can be called by ‘+’ (plus) or ‘00’ (double zero).
Car rental

All major rental companies are offering their rental services in Budapest, but not all has office at the airport. The following web page of the airport lists up 6 of them:
http://www.bud.hu/english/passengers/shopping/car_rental?prk=
Some other web pages offering car rental at the airport:

http://budapestairportcarrental.net/
http://hungary.rentalcargroup.com/Budapest_Airport.htm?gclid=CKL9mKm3uKICFQVgZwodg0BF5Q
http://www.rentauto.hu/site/index_en.php?menu=home
http://www.ciao-auto-kolcsonzes.hu/budapest-car-hire.html
http://www.thaliarentacar.hu/Thalia.en
Driving in Hungary

Hungary lies between West and East, so Hungarians behave themselves like the mixture of Eastern and Western people. The Hungarian drivers are less polite than the Western ones. Usually they are aggressive and nervous. Sometime they do not give way for the pedestrians e.g. on zebra crossings. They keep the rules “approximately”. Speeding is usual. The best survival strategy is the defensive driving. If somebody is nervous and stupid around you, let him to run away!
Take special care, when you are driving in the countryside beside colony of gipsies (you can realize it by the bad quality of the houses and the chaos around them). Drive slowly, defensively, calculating on that a child will jump out from the nothing, and run in front of your car. Sorry to say, but if even the smallest injury occurs, and you realize that the adult gipsies are coming out of the houses, forget the rules of helping! Do not get out of the car! Immediately push the pedal up to the hilt, and escape as soon as you can, and call the police (112 or 107)! (In the last years in some such situations gipsies attacked the drivers, in one case they lynched the driver to death, though the hit children were not seriously injured.) Best is to be afraid and prevent the trouble!
Petrol stations are all around the country with the normal density, like in Western countries. The petrol prices are similar to the Western ones, the 95 octane petrol is cca. 350 Ft/l (in March 2019).
Safety

Like in the western countries. You can freely walk even in the night (but for women, companion could be suggested in the darkness). Take care of pocket lifting in crammed places (metro, mass-transport, stores, etc.).

Restaurants, food shopping

There are lot of different quality and different price level restaurants all around the city with Hungarian- and/or several other nation’s food. You can find them everywhere, hard to suggest one or two.

But take care at paying, check the bills! It is not characteristic, but sometimes happens, mainly with foreigners, that they ask an exorbitant price, the waiter brings the most expensive vine, they give back not-valid money, etc... If the cheating is outrageous (the chance is very-very small, but existing), and you can not manage it peacefully on the spot, please complain at your embassy in Budapest, or at your foreign ministry at home. If the way of dealing with you is (really) criminal, you can ask help by telephone from the emergency number (112), or directly from the police (107). The most “dangerous” catering establishments are some downtown area restaurants (only one-two), but mainly the night bars.

In the town there are lot of shops, where you can buy the basic foods, like bread, milk, meat, sausages, tins, detergents. Their names are “ABC”, “Közért”, “Delikates” or the supermarkets of the international companies (Spar, Kaiser’s, Match, Penny Market, Tesco, Aldi, Lidl, etc.). The opening time of these shops is mainly from 6/7 AM to 6/8 PM, but some small shops are open 24 hours. There are some great market halls of food in the middle of the town (see one listed among the sightseeing of Pest), which can be interesting to visit. In the outer parts of the town, mainly beside the highways there are huge shopping centres of Tesco, Auchan, Metro, etc., which close at 10 PM (Sunday at 6 PM), or they are open 24 hours.

Sightseeing

Good guidebooks are available about Hungary and Budapest abroad, and even in Hungary, in different languages, best if you follow them. For the case you do not have guidebook, I suggest two walks what you can make even in several parts (the years are approximated):
Pest downtown area

1. Start at the Szabadság bridge (1896)
2. Great market hall of vegetables, fruits, meats and fishes (1897)

3. Serbian orthodox-catholic church (1695-98)
4. Remaining of the medieval city wall of Pest (1443-1794)
5. Calvinist church (1816-30)
6. Wenckheim palace, today public library of Budapest city (1887)

7. National Museum (1846), and aristocrat palaces around it (1880-95)
8. First parliament building of Pest, today Italian Institute (1865)

9. Károlyi palace (1830?), today Museum of Literature
10. University church (1723-70)

11. Párizsi udvar (‘Paris yard’, 1909)

12. Váci utca/street – the walking and shopping street,

13. Vörösmarty tér/square,

14. Danube bank – panoramic view of Buda castle with the King’s palace

15. Basilica (1875-1905)
16. Opera house (1875-84)

17. Great synagogue (1859)

18. Zeneakadémia (Music academy) (1904-07)

19. Parliament (1885-1904)

20. Academy of Sciences (1865)

Buda castle hill district
21. Start from Lánchíd (Chain Bridge, 1839-49) – first stone bridge between Pest and Buda 
22. By funicular up to the castle hill (1.200 Ft = 3,75 €, 1870)

23. Sándor palace, today palace of the state president (1803)

24. Karmelita cloister, today offices of the prime minister (1269-1763, 2018)

25. Panoramic view of Budapest from the yards of the King’s Palace (1328-1975)
26. Walk in the roads of the medieval city of Buda castle
27. Mátyás templom (Mathias church), the coronation church (entry fee is around 5-600 Ft) (1255, reconstructed in 1874)

28. Halász bástya (Fishermen’s bastion, 1899-1902)
29. Ruins of Magdolna templom (Madeleine church, XIII.c.)

30. Military history museum (1847)
31. Caves of the castle hill

„Partner’s programme” suggestions

Shopping:

· Most exclusive (and most expensive) shops are in the downtown area in the Váci utca/street and its side streets, and shops in the first part of Andrássy út/street (above the line of M1 Millenium underground).

· Medium price and quality shops are in the Kossuth Lajos and Rákóczi streets (from Erzsébet bridge till Keleti railway station), and on the little (Vámház, Múzeum, Károly) and the great (Szt. István, Teréz, Erzsébet, József) ring roads.

Shopping centres, plazas (the greatests):

· The greatest: Westend City Centre – on the Nyugati tér/square, at the „Nyugati pályaudvar” metro/tube station (beside the Nyugati railway station).

· The newest: Arena Plaza – on Kerepesi út/street not far from Keleti railway- and metro/tube stations. 

· The nearest: Mammut Shopping Centre – at the Széll Kálmán tér/square metro station. All the three have roughly 100-250 shops and boutiques.
Cultural sightseeing:

· National Gallery and the Budapest Historical Museum – in King’s Palace of Buda

· Parliament building can be visited only by guided tour

· Hősök tere (Heroes’ square) and around it – near to the outer end of M1 Millenium underground – Szépművészeti múzeum (Museum of Fine Arts), Műcsarnok (Hall of Arts), Millenium statue, Vajdahunyad vár/castle, Zoological garden.
· State Opera-house – on the Andrássy út/street (under reconstruction till 2020)
· Zeneakadémia (concert hall of Music Academy) – on Liszt Ferenc tér/square, near to the crossing of Andrássy út/street and the great ring road (Oktogon square)

· National Museum – at Kálvin tér/square metro/tube station

· Basilica – between the Deák tér/square and Arany János utca/street metro/tube stations

· Spas, thermal baths: Budapest is Capital of spas since the medieval ages. There are several excellent thermal baths. The most suggested ones:

· Széchenyi fürdő/bath – behind the Hősök tere / Heroes’ square

· Bath of Gellért hotel – at Buda side of Szabadság bridge

· Rudas fürdő/bath – Turkish baths at Buda side of Erzsébet bridge
Culinary sightseeing:

· Budapest has similar coffee-house and confectionery culture as Vienna or Paris, and there are good restaurants of Hungarian and international cuisine. Sit in some of them and enjoy. E.g. Gerbeaud confectionery on the Vörösmarty tér/square in the downtown centre.

· There are groups of restaurants and coffee-houses in the Liszt Ferenc tér/square (at the middle of Andrássy út/street – near to the great ring road crossing), and Ráday utca/street (starting at Kálvin tér/square metro/tube station on the little ring road).

· The great market hall – at Pest side of Szabadság híd/bridge (at South end of the little ring road)

Souvenirs, Hungarica

Wines:

· Tokaj aszú – a special sweet dessert wine (white), the most famous (and most expensive, and for me the most tasty) Hungarian wine, made in a very special oxidative method: quantity of over-matured grapes are added to the wine, the more the best, from 3 to 5 (6) puttony (measure). It is very spicy, the 3 puttony is the less sweet and less spicy (and the cheapest), the 5 or 6 puttony is the sweetest, most spicy and most expensive. The wine is ripened 5 years at least. (A very similar wine – the “Monbazillac” – is produced in Bergerac, South-West France.)

· Eger/Egri wines – excellent red and white wine region. Its most famous wine is the Egri Bikavér (Eger Bull’s blood) – a tasty cuvee of four red wines. 

· Villány wines – the best Hungarian white wines region beside Tokay. There are several good bottling companies (Tiffan, Gere, etc.) there.
· These three are the most famous wine areas of Hungary, but there are 20 other ones, most of them have excellent wines.

Even the higher quality wines can be bought in the food shops, but the best wines are sold in specialized wine shops, what you can find (not only) in the plazas, shopping centres.

Champagne:

· The “Törley” is the most famous mark, 

Spirits:

· Pálinka: specially distilled fruit brandy of Hungary, of 40 – 52 % alcohol. Sometimes a real fruit is kept in the bottle. The most famous Hungarian ones are:

· Barack pálinka – Apricot brandy

· Vilmos körte pálinka – Wilhelm pear brandy

· Szilva pálinka – Plum brandy

· Unikum – Bitters in black globular bottle, (very similar to the Jagermeister)

Paprika, red pepper:

Into nearly all Hungarian dishes paprika is put as spice (similar to the chilli, but different in taste). Can be bought in powder form (the red pepper is dried on the sun and grounded), it is in canvas bag for gift, or in red paper bag as normal. Available in cream form in glass bottle or in tube (e.g. „Erős Pista” mark is hot paprika cream in small bottle, „Piros Arany” mark is hot or sweet paprika creme in tube).

· The expressions of hot: „ERŐS” or „CSÍPŐS”

· The normal/sweet: „Édes-nemes” or „Csemege”

Salami and sausages:

Normally they are made from pork, but nowadays can be get from poultry too.

(Pork = “Disznó hús”, Beef = “Marha hús”, Poultry = „Baromfi”, Chicken = „Csirke”, Turkey = „Pulyka”)

· „Téliszalámi” – the most famous specially ripened Hungarian sausage, made with paprika.

· „Paprikás szalámi” – the same, but with more paprika, it can be a little hot (it is more spicy)

· „Kolbász” – similar to the salamis, but with a little different spicing. „Paraszt kolbász” is a very tasty, spicy ”peasant” sausage.

Goose-liver

Hungary is the greatest goose-liver producing country. It can be bought tinned, or in the great market hall in porcelain pot in goose drippings.

Porcelain

The most famous porcelain manufactures are „Herend” and „Zsolnay”. They have mark shops in the Kígyó utca/street (near to Erzsébet bridge), and on the József nádor tér/square (near to Vörösmarty tér/square)

Folk art

In the touristic spots you can find lots of “Hungarian folk art” articles, they are very colourful and cheap, without taste, – they are usually fake imitations. Hard to find real folk art products. I can suggest one shop where you can find only real, jury awarded folk art articles, like shirts, rugs, bowls, table-cloths, representing the rich art of the different regions of the country: it is in Régiposta utca/street (in Pest’s downtown area), in the middle between Váci and Petőfi Sándor streets. 
Books

Very nice illustrated, fine arts books full of pictures with different language texts can be bought, and Hungarian cuisine cookery books in Hungarian, English, German, etc.. Best book shops are at the beginning of Rákóczy ut/street (near to “Astoria” metro station).
Honey

On the Great Hungarian Plain there are lot of locust forests, therefore lot of acacia-honey is produced, which is the most popular (and most expensive) in Hungary. 

Hungarian language, foreign languages

In Hungary relatively few people speak foreign languages, mainly English and mainly by the youth. Near to the borders of the country the neighbouring languages are known (a little).

The official language is the Hungarian (spoken as mother tongue by 96 % of the population). It belongs to the Ugro-Finnish language group, totally differs from all other languages (even from the Finnish) in basic words, structure, inflection and conjugation. The Hungarian language has some words having come from the Turkish, German, Latin and the Slavonic languages, and – mainly in the technical field – from the English. But give up to try understanding it! The writing/reading is phonetic, if you know the pronunciation of the letters, you can clearly read the text (irregularities are minimal). The main differences to English:

Vowels

There are no diphthongs in Hungarian, except au in some words of foreign origin as in auto, augusztus.

(I write around the signs above the vowels (letters) by words, as the character conversion through the Internet can destroy them.)

A (without any sign) = as in card, but darker and shorter 
Á (A with diacritic) = as in baa, but more open, German Haar
E (without any sign) = as in get, pen
É (E with diacritic) = as in cake, French the (e with diacritic, Eng.= tea), German See
I (with one dot) = as in lip, only somewhat tenser

Í (I with diacritic) = as in tea
O (without any sign) = as in not in Scottish pronunciation, French pomme, mot
Ó (O with one diacritic) = as in all, short, French beau, German Boot
Ö (O with two dots) = as in French le, German Loeffel
Ő (O with two diacritics) = as in French deux, same as German schoen, Oel (Eng.= beautiful, oil)

U (vithout any sign) = as in put, but more rounded

Ú (U with one diacritic) = as in too, boot
Ü (U with two dots) = as in French tu, German duenn
Ű (U with two diacritics) = as in French sur, rue, German frueh
Consonants
a) Represented by single letters of the Hungarian alphabet

No pronunciation difficulties:   b, d, f, k, l, m, n, p, t, v, and z
C = as in tsetse, hats
G = as in get, give
H = as in hip, he (Finally, however, and within a word preceding a consonant, it is mute)

J = as in yet, you
R = always rolled as in Scottish rule, Burns
S = as in ship, shoe
b) Double letters, such as bb, cc, dd, etc. represent consonants which are always pronounced long, as in unnatural.
c) Digraphs i.e. combination of two, - or in one case three – letters which represent a single speech sound, as gh in English tough.
CS = as in church
DZ = short, as in roads, bids; long between two vowels

DZS = short as in page; long in a few foreign words, like (H) bridzs = bridge
GY = as in due, during; French adieu
LY = as in yet, you
NY = as in new; French cognac, vigne
SZ = as in see, slow
TY = as in student; French Etienne
ZS = as in measure; usual, French jour
Welcome, and have a good staying in Budapest and Hungary. If you have any question or problem, please contact me.

Best regards

(Mr) Miklos Balas

Office telephone: +(36) (1) 457 7467

Mobile: +(36) (30) 456 0873

Home: +(36) (1) 411 0066

Office e-mail: balas.miklos@nhh.hu;   Home e-mail: balas.miklos53@gmail.com
Budapest, 13. March 2019.
