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	Sophia-Antipolis, 25 October 202312 October 2023
[bookmark: _Hlk123638287]Invitation to MEC#36 Meeting
from 4 to 8 December 2023 hosted by Emirates Integrated Telecommunications Company (Ddu) in Dubai (UAE) and online
Link to registration & meeting documents
https://portal.etsi.org/Meetings.aspx#/meeting?MtgId=44757


	
Dear Delegates,
On behalf of Dario Sabella (dario.sabella@intel.com) Chair of ISG MEC, ETSI has the pleasure of informing you of the arrangements for the above-mentioned hybrid meeting, kindly hosted by Emirates Integrated Telecommunications Company (duDU).

Please note that the MEC-DECODE#22-Hybrid_Dubai meeting will be co-located with the MEC#36 meeting agenda during the regular meeting days.
Note: The first part of the first day, on Monday 4th December, will be dedicated to an event hosted by du, organized by xFlow, and endorsed by ETSI, called “Standardisation Day: ETSI meets UAE”; this event is not part of the MEC#36 meeting. The second part of that day will host a first pre-plenary MEC session, with various MEC discussion slots and/or a possible Live Panel (TBC). The agenda of the Standardisation Day will be provided as separated information, with respect to the MEC#36 meeting agendaAs you may remember, Monday 4th December will be dedicated to various MEC discussion slots, a possible Live Panel (TBC), and the half-day event organized by DU with local organizations. The detailed agenda will be provided later.

	ADDRESS OF THE MEETING

	Venue for the Standardisation DayETSI Day and MEC#36 Meeting:
Grand Cosmopolitan Hotel - Dubai
Address: Barsha 1 - Dubai - United Arab Emirates
Tel: +971 4 512 2222
Website: https://www.grandcosmopolitandubai.com/
Host Contact Person:
Name: Fathi Abdeldayem
Email address: Fathi.Abdeldayem@du.ae
Mobile: +971 52 958 0884
Note: The venue and contact person details for both Standardisation ETSI Day and MEC#36 Meeting will be same.

	MEETING SCHEDULE

	The StandardisationETSI Day will be on 4th December from 9:00:30 AM TO 4:002:00 PM UAE Standard Time (UTC+4), including Tea and Lunch breaks. The presentations and demos will be part of that eventfollow afterwards. More details will be provided on time in personal invitations.
The MEC#36 meeting will start on 4th December at 43:30 PM UAE Standard Time (UTC+4). 
and end on 8th December 2023 no later than 4 PMpm UAE Standard Time (UTC+4).


	REGISTRATION

	Please use this link to register asap.
If you have not been provided with an ETSI on-line account, please contact chantal.bonardi@etsi.org

Note: with regard to non-ETSI members, only organizations that have signed the ISG MEC Participant agreement can participate to this meeting.

	VISA
	Delegates who require a personal invitation letter for their visa application are requested to fill in the table in the Annex C and send it back to Fathi Abdeldayem (Fathi.Abdeldayem@du.ae).
Information with the table can be found in Annex C.
Note:
Nationals of the EU countries are eligible to obtain a free UAE visa on arrival and can stay up to 90 days: European Union countries (except Ireland), If you are not a citizen of EU, contact Fathi.Abdeldayem@du.ae for visa facilitation. Kindly do so by Oct 31, 2023.

You can also check visa requirements at: https://www.visitdubai.com/en/plan-your-trip/visa-information

Or the following government site:
https://u.ae/en/information-and-services/visa-and-emirates-id/do-you-need-an-entry-permit-or-a-visa-to-enter-the-uae

	DOCUMENTS FOR THE MEETING

	Reserve contribution numbers HERE
Please submit your documents for the meeting by Monday 27th November 2023 23:59 UTC
Note that contributions assigned to this meeting can be retrieved from the meeting details page or in docbox at: https://docbox.etsi.org/ISG/MEC/05-Contributions

	POWER 
	In the United Arab Emirates the standard voltage is 220 V and the frequency is 50 Hz. You can use your electric appliances in the United Arab Emirates, if the standard voltage in your country is in between 220 - 240 V (as is in the UK, Europe, Australia and most of Asia and Africa).
In the United Arab Emirates the power plug sockets are of type C, D and G. Check out the following pictures.
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	LOCAL INFORMATION
	
The recommended airport is:
· Dubai International Airport (DXB). (This is recommended)
Other airports include DWC-Al Maktoum International Airport, located approximately 40 KM away from the venue, and AUH-Abu Dhabi International Airport, which is about a 2-hour drive from Dubai. Additionally, there are smaller regional airports like SHG-Sharjah International Airport, etc.
Accommodation will be in Dubai. Hotels in Dubai can be easily reached by metro or taxi.

You can find more detailed information in Annex A.

	HOTELS
	
The list of recommended hotels, in Dubai, can be found in Annex A.

You can find more detailed information in Annex A.



I look forward to seeing you in Dubai, or hearing you online.

Yours sincerely

Chantal Bonardi
ISG MEC Technical Officer 

Annex A
Logistic information
4-8 December 2023
Transportation:
Dubai Metro:
https://www.rta.ae/wps/portal/rta/ae/public-transport/metro/about-metro
Dubai has a metro (train/tram) and is very convenient. You can buy a day pass or pay as you go. Dubai metro runs from early morning to midnight. It also has a separate women compartment, although in general compartment you will see both men and women.  The cost of the metro is in the range of 4-6 dirhams. You can also get the metro directly from the airport. These are very clean and safe. Although in rush hours or rush areas, these can be crowded.

Taxis:
These are very common in Dubai. You can find a taxi just about anywhere. Taxi rates start at 5 AED (Dirhams) and within Dubai from one end to another it may cost you about 100-150 Dirhams. But most trips will be in the range of about 20-50 dirhams. Taxis at airport start at 25 Dirhams.
Getting to Venue
Grand Cosmopolitan Hotel is Located in Al Barsha area, the centre of Dubai with various commercial and leisure hubs, the hotel is located just 100 meters from the Mashreq metro station and within walking distance from the Mall of Emirates. The International Airports are 20-30 minutes away. Jumeirah Beachfront, Burj Al Arab, Palm Jumeirah, Dubai Marina, Internet City, Media City and Jebel Ali area are just 10 to 15 minutes away.
From Dubai International Airport:
The nearest international airport is Dubai International Airport
· Dubai International Airport is the primary international airport 
· Airport code for booking flights: DXB
· Distance to meeting venue: 26.5 km
· Drive time: 21 mins approx.
[image: Map from Grand Cosmopolitan Hotel - Dubai to Dubai International Airport]

Transport from DXB to meeting venue
· Access by Taxi: This is recommended as the quickest way to get to the meeting venue. 
· Estimated taxi fare (one way): AED 80 (€20)
· Access by Metro: This is the cheapest way to get to the meeting venue. The Mashreq metro station is 100m from the Grand Cosmopolitan Hotel.
· From DXB Terminal 1, look out for the signs to the Metro Red Line at the airport
· Metros runs every 10 minutes and takes 40 minutes. See more details here.
· Estimated fares AED 6 – AED 9
· Access by hotel transport: Can be arranged. The cost for each way is AED 300 (€74)
From Al Maktoum International Airport:
The second airport in Dubai is Al Maktoum International Airport at Dubai World Central 
· Airport code for booking flights: DWC
· Distance to meeting venue: 40 km
· Drive time: 35 mins approx.
[image: Map from Grand Cosmopolitan Hotel - Dubai to Al Maktoum International Airport (DWC)]
Transport from DWC to meeting venue
· Access by Taxi: Estimated taxi fare (one way): AED 105 (€26)
· Access by hotel transport: Can be arranged. The cost for each way is AED 300 (€74)
From Abu Dhabi International Airport:
The Third airport serving Dubai as well is Abu Dhabi International Airport
· Airport code for booking flights: AUH
· Distance to meeting venue: 107 km
· Drive time: approx. 1 hr 2 mins
[image: Map from Grand Cosmopolitan Hotel - Dubai to Abu Dhabi International Airport]

LIST OF HOTELS NEAR MEETING VENUE
Hotels:
There are over 1000 hotels in Dubai alone. So many of them, it is very difficult to list favourites. For booking, check sites like booking.com, hotels.com, Expedia and similar travel sites. It’s very difficult to recommend hotels with so many choices. It depends on what you like to do. But here are some recommended hotels in Dubai:
Note: The room rates indicated in this document are approximate and subject to seasonal variations. On-line booking portals sometimes apply discounts on these room rates.
We encourage the delegates to book hotels ASAP, as Dubai will be very congested from September till end of 2023 due to many international events happening in Q4-2023.
City Stay Grand Hotel Apartments - Al Barsha:
Address: Al Barsha 1, Near Mall Of Emirates - Dubai - United Arab Emirates
Phone: +971 4 396 5306
Rates:
· Rate per night is: 90€ (including taxes and charges)
· Rate for 5 Nights (Check-in date is Sunday 3rd December 2023, Check-out date is Friday 8th December 2023) are: 451€ (including taxes and charges)
Akas-Inn Hotel Apartment:
Address: Service Road, Backside Holiday Inn, Al Barsha 1 - Dubai - United Arab Emirates
Phone: +971 4 399 0093
Rates:
· Rate per night is: 106€ (including taxes and charges)
· Rate for 5 Nights (Check-in date is Sunday 3rd December 2023, Check-out date is Friday 8th December 2023) are: 532€ (including taxes and charges)
Grandeur Hotel Al Barsha:
Address: 23rd Street, Al Barsha1 near Mall Of The Emirates - Dubai - United Arab Emirates
Phone: +971 4 371 6666
Rates:
· Rate per night is: 117€ (including taxes and charges)
· Rate for 5 Nights (Check-in date is Sunday 3rd December 2023, Check-out date is Friday 8th December 2023) are: 586€ (including taxes and charges)
MENA ApartHotel Albarsha At The Mall:
Address: Street 13 - Dubai - United Arab Emirates
Phone: +971 4 341 7474
Rates:
· Rate per night is: 151€ (including taxes and charges)
· Rate for 5 Nights (Check-in date is Sunday 3rd December 2023, Check-out date is Friday 8th December 2023) are: 756€ (including taxes and charges)
Gulf Oasis Hotel Apartments:
Address: 35VG+JVV - Tecom C Area - The Greens - Dubai - United Arab Emirates
Phone: +971 4 451 7111
Rates:
· Rate per night is: 161€ (including taxes and charges)
· Rate for 5 Nights (Check-in date is Sunday 3rd December 2023, Check-out date is Friday 8th December 2023) are: 807€ (including taxes and charges)
Radiance Premium Suites:  (to book one bedroom apartment)
Address: 38 Al Barsha 1 - opposite Mashreq Metro Station - Al Barsha - Al Barsha 1 - Dubai - United Arab Emirates
Phone: +971 4 341 6111
Rates:
· Rate per night is: 177€ (including taxes and charges)
· Rate for 5 Nights (Check-in date is Sunday 3rd December 2023, Check-out date is Friday 8th December 2023) are: 888€ (including taxes and charges)
Ivory Grand Hotel Apartments: (to book one bedroom apartment)
Address: AL BARSHA 1, BEHIND MALL OF THE EMIRATES - Dubai - United Arab Emirates
Phone: +971 4 325 5555
Rates:
· Rate per night is: 181€ (including taxes and charges)
· Rate for 5 Nights (Check-in date is Sunday 3rd December 2023, Check-out date is Friday 8th December 2023) are: 907€ (including taxes and charges)
First Central Hotel Suites:
Address: Al Saef 1 Street First Central Hotel Suites Barsha Heights - Barsha Heights - Dubai - United Arab Emirates
Phone: +971 4 454 4900
Rates:
· Rate per night is: 210€ (including taxes and charges)
· Rate for 5 Nights (Check-in date is Sunday 3rd December 2023, Check-out date is Friday 8th December 2023) are: 1049€ (including taxes and charges)
City Max Hotel Al Barsha at the Mall:
Address: Behind Mall of the Emirates - Al Barsha Rd - Barsha - Dubai - United Arab Emirates
Phone: +971 4 409 8000
Rates:
· Rate per night is: 210€ (including taxes and charges)
· Rate for 5 Nights (Check-in date is Sunday 3rd December 2023, Check-out date is Friday 8th December 2023) are: 1052€ (including taxes and charges)
Atana Hotel:
Address: 452H+V99 Atana hotel - Al Barsha 3 - Dubai - United Arab Emirates
Phone: +971 4 356 6666
Rates:
· Rate per night is: 303€ (including taxes and charges)
· Rate for 5 Nights (Check-in date is Sunday 3rd December 2023, Check-out date is Friday 8th December 2023) are: 1518€ (including taxes and charges)


Partner for the event is:
The Grand Cosmopolitan Hotel
Partner for the event is the Grand Cosmopolitan Hotel – Dubai, where you will get a special rate offered for the event.
Grand Cosmopolitan Hotel Details:
Address: Barsha 1 - Dubai - United Arab Emirates
Tel: +971 4 512 2222
Website: https://www.grandcosmopolitandubai.com/
Discount Code
While booking use the below link for the booking and use the code provide below to get the special rate.
Booking Link: https://reservations.travelclick.com/112106?advertisementID=23685735
Special rate booking code: ETSI

Last date to book: Oct 31, 2023
Hotel main contact person for the booking is Mr. Shilpa PV.
· Phone: +971 4 512 2222
· Email: res.mgr@grandcosmopolitandubai.com
Rates:
· Rate per night is: 640€ (including taxes and charges)
· Rate for 5 Nights (Check-in date is Sunday 3rd December 2023, Check-out date is Friday 8th December 2023) are: 3200€ (including taxes and charges)
· The du discounted rate for the superior room is 20% less than the market rate per night
· This rate includes complimentary high-speed wifi, breakfast and taxes (10% service charge, 7% municipality & 5% VAT).
· But excludes a nightly tourism fee of AED20 (€4.95)

Terms
· Delegates will be charged in full at time of booking.
· Cancellations made before 11 November: there will be no cancellation free.
· Cancellations made after 11 November – 7 December: one night will be charged.
· Cancellations made after 8 December: 100% of the total amount will be charged.

Book through booking
· Book through Booking.com: here


Find more hotels here near meeting venue area.

[image: ]

Immigration & Visa
· UAE Visa Information

· Requirements for a visa to visit Dubai is dependent on your country of origin.  
· UAE travel requirements can be seen here.

· Visas on arrival:

· If you are a passport holder of list of eligible countries mentioned here, no advance visa arrangements are required to visit the UAE.
· Once you land at Dubai International, proceed to immigration, where your passport will be stamped with a 30‑day visit visa free of charge.
· Please ensure that your passport has a minimum 6 months validity.

· Visas in advance:

· Nationalities who are not a GCC citizen nor on the list of eligible countries here and require a pre-arranged UAE visa, can get a tourist visa sponsored by a local entity, such as the Sheraton Mall of The Emirates Hotel Dubai, Emirates Airlines or delegate’s tour operator. This should be obtained before entry into Dubai.

 Emirates Airlines Visa facility:
· Nationals of countries requiring a prearranged UAE visa can now apply and pay for their visas online through emirates.com. You can apply for your UAE visa through our Manage a booking tool after booking your Emirates flight.  https://fly4.emirates.com/MAB/MYB/MMBLogin.aspx
· The online visa application service is available for residents and nationals of many countries around the world. Applicants' passports must have at least six months' validity as of their date of travel to Dubai. This service is only available to passengers with a confirmed Emirates booking where an Emirates e-ticket has already been issued and the flight itinerary already includes the desired time in Dubai.  A minimum of four international working days prior to arrival in Dubai is required, however Emirates does recommend that online applications are made as early as possible. Visas issued through this service are available for a period of stay in Dubai of 96 hours, 30 days or 90 days. Once approved, any visa cannot be extended beyond the original period of stay.

Dubai Immigration Procedures

· As an added security measure, Immigration Authorities at Dubai International Airport are now conducting random eye screening for visitors to Dubai.  Visitors asked to proceed for eye screening are required to present a hard copy of their visa or a printed version of the visa number confirmation page at the screening counter. If you do not have a copy with you, a charge of AED 30 per copy applies - payable only in AED.







Annex B
Useful Information about UAE
About UAE/Dubai:
The United Arab Emirates is a federation of seven emirates, with Abu Dhabi as its capital, located in the Western Asia on the Eastern Coast of the Arabian Peninsula. The seven emirates are: Abu Dhabi, Dubai, Sharjah, Ajman, Umm Al Quwain, Ras Al Khaimah and Fujairah. 
The largest of them is Abu Dhabi. Abu Dhabi is the name of the Emirate, but it also has a city by the name of Abu Dhabi, which is the capital of UAE.

Dubai is known for its famous tourist attractions. There are plenty. Dubai is about 72 km in length, so not very huge. Dubai is very cosmopolitan and you will encounter people from practically all over the world. The total population of UAE is over 10 million with locals constituting only 10%. So most of the people you will encounter will be non-UAE citizens. 
Health:
Disclaimer
GCF and meeting host organisers will take all reasonable precautions to ensure the health and safety of delegates in accordance with the UAE government and relevant authority guidelines.   Neither the GCF nor the meeting host accept any responsibility for accident, injury, illness, loss or damage to any person or property caused at a GCF meeting.  All delegates attending a member meeting are understood to have implicitly accept this disclaimer and take responsibility for travel related costs and their own safety when travelling to and attending a GCF meeting or event.
Travel to/from Dubai
From January 2023, passengers travelling to Dubai are no longer required to present a COVID‑19 vaccination certificate or perform PCR tests. 
If the travel restrictions to UAE change before the meeting takes place, we will inform delegates of the situation and, if necessary, revert to a virtual meeting for all delegates.
It is recommended that delegates check return re-entry requirements including any required quarantine period.
Currency:
The official currency of the UAE is Dirhams (AED).
The United Arab Emirates dirham is pegged to the US dollar at the exchange rate of 1 USD = 3.6725 AED. 
You can get bank notes for 5, 10, 50, 100, 500, 1000 dirhams. One Dirham has 100 fils. You can get coins for 25 fils, 50 fils, and 1 dirham.
There are countless currency exchange places in Dubai, nearly in each neighbourhood and mall. So finding a currency exchange is not difficult. You can also go to your bank (if it has a branch) to exchange money.
[image: ]
Safety:
Dubai is one of the safest cities in the world.
https://housegrail.com/safest-cities-in-the-world/
https://www.bhtp.com/blog/safest-cities-to-travel
Dubai maintains one of the world’s lowest crime rates through a heavy law enforcement presence in the city. Tourism is a big industry here, so you can encounter the same petty crime like pickpockets, but even that is rarer than in many other major cities.
Weather: Typical weather in first week of December in Dubai
[image: ]




Annex C
Instructions for travel visa procedures for UAE
All attendees are requested to familiarize themselves with their own applicable visa requirements well in advance of the meeting.
Present worldwide security regulations generally result in more stringent visa requirements and associated longer visa processing time. The organizers cannot intervene with embassies or consulates on behalf of any participant; all questions/concerns regarding the status of your visa should be directed to the UAE embassy/consulate of your home country in charge for your region of residence.
If you require a personalized invitation letter in order to apply for the visa, please fill in the information requested in the table below and send it to Fathi Abdeldayem  (Fathi.Abdeldayem@du.ae) with the e-mail subject: ‘Invitation letter request for MEC#36 meeting – NameOfTheDelegate.
	





Applicant Information
	Family Name:
Given Name:
	 Male            Female       

	
	Nationality:
	Birth date (month/date/year):

	
	Birth Place:
	Company name:

	
	Company Full Address (inclduing postal code):
	Occupation/Position:

	
	Passport No:
	Date of Issue:
Date of Expire:

	
	Country of issue:

	
	Responsible Embassy/Consulate General/Consulate:

	
Contact Information
	Address:
Telephone Number:   
Fax Number:   
E-mail address: 

	Date of arrival 
(month/date/year)
	
	Maximum Stay
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