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Dear Colleagues, 

itsme® has the pleasure to invite you to ESI#81 in Brussels, from 
7th to 9th November 2023. The meeting will be held face-to-face and online, starting November 7 at 14:00 CET, ending November 9 at 16:00 CET.
Face to face attendance is limited to approx. 45 seats. Participants are invited to register online as soon as possible but no later than 1 week before the conference, if seats are still available.

Invitation to ESI#81
From 7th to 9th November 2023 in Brussels
Meeting information and registration link

Address of the meeting
The meeting will take place at Comet Louise, Place Stéphanie 20, 1050 Brussels.
Link to Comet Louise

Getting there
From the airport Brussels Zaventem: 
Take the train from the airport to the city center of Brussels (approximatively 20 minutes).  Step off at Brussels Zuid/Midi station and take the metro line 2 or 6 to Louise station.
From the train station Brussels South:
Take the metro line 2 or 6 to Louise station.
If you’re coming by car, parkings nearby are: 
ZenPark Parking - Rue Dejoncker 36 1060 Brussels
Q-Park Parking - Rue Capitaine Crespel 27, 1050 Brussels
Inter-Parking Stéphanie - Avenue Louise 83, 1060 Brussels

Brussels has an efficient public transport system, including the metro, trams and buses. You can buy individual tickets or chose for a rechargeable travel card (Mobib) for more frequent uses. You can also pay contactless on the whole STIB-MIVB network. This means you can directly pay your trip using your debit card, credit card, smartphone or smartwatch. 
Metro: Lines 2 and 6, Louise station
Tram: Line 93, Stephanie station
Link to journey planner

Hotels: 
Steinberger Icon Wiltcher’s
Avenue Louise 71, 1050 Bruxelles
https://steigenbergerwiltchers.com-hotel.com/ 

Penta Hotel Brussels City Centre
Chaussée de Charleroi 38, 1060 Bruxelles
https://www.pentahotels.com/hotels/belgium/brussels-city-centre/rooms

Thon Hotel Bristol Stephanie
Avenue Louise 91-93, 1050 Brussels
https://www.thonhotels.com/our-hotels/belgium/brussels/thon-hotel-bristol-stephanie/

Hotel NH Brussels Stephanie
Rue Jean Stas 32, 1060 Brussels
https://www.nh-hotels.com/hotel/nh-brussels-stephanie
Meeting schedules: 
· November 7 from 14:00 CET until 18:00 CET
· November 8 from 09:00 CET until 18:00 CET
· November 9 from 09:00 CET until 16:00 CET

Documents for the meeting:
Reserve contribution numbers from the portal via this link.
Documents for approval must be submitted 2 weeks before the meeting.

Registration: 
Registration is required through the following link.
Non-ETSI members are usually not allowed to attend ETSI meetings unless authorized by the Chair.

Access to premises: 
Face to face registration to ESI#81 is required, latest one week before the meeting, but early registration is recommended as the number of seats is limited.

Breakfast, lunch and coffee breaks: 
The welcome breakfast (continental buffet) in the morning, as well as the lunch buffet are offered by itsme®. During the breaks, you will have free access to hot drinks, softs and sweets. 
Alternatively, for the lunch, you can lunch outside the conference location at your own discretion and expense. There are many bars and restaurants around the meeting location. Ask us and we'll advise you.

Social event: 
itsme® offers a joint dinner on 8th November at Mamy Louise (Goulet Louise - https://www.mamylouise.be/) close to the meeting venue. Participation is optional but confirmation is needed by 3rd November. 

VISA:
If you are visiting from outside the EU, you may need a Visa. If you are not sure, check with your local embassy.

Electronic working: 
All documents will be in electronic format and available on the ETSI meeting portal. Access to this and the public internet will be provided through the Wifi.

Power and plugs: 
For Belgium there are two associated plug types, types C and E.
If your appliance’s plug has a different shape, you may need a plug adapter. 

Security and respect rules: 
Please note that itsme® cannot be held responsible for any loss or damage to your equipment, so please keep your personal belongings with you all the time. 

Information and registration:
Meeting information: more info here
Ready to register? Click on this registration link
For documents and contribution follow this link




Local Information:
Time Zone
Brussels is in the Central European Time Zone.

Currency and Credit Cards
The Euro € is the local currency.
You can pay in cash or electronically with Bancontact, Visa, Maestro and Mastercard.

Weather
The average daily temperature in November in Brussels is usually between 6°C and 11°C. But you should be aware that, depending on the year, temperatures can drop as low as -4°C and rise as high as 18°C. Intense rain may surprise some days. So be sure to bring waterproof clothing in case of rain.

Visit Brussels and discover local culture
Take the opportunity to discover Brussels: If you have some free time, take the opportunity to explore the city. Visit iconic sites such as the Grand Place, Manneken Pis and the European Quarter.
Link

Don't miss the chance to sample Belgian culinary specialties such as mussels and chips (the ideal time being September, October and November), waffles, chocolates and famous Belgian beers. It's a great way to discover the local culture.

Local emergency numbers
Familiarize yourself with local emergency numbers, such as 112 for medical emergencies and 101 for the police. Also note the location of hospitals and pharmacies close to where you are staying.
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