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MEETING OF 

ETSI TC ERM/MSG TG GSMOBA
18 August 2006
HELSINKI, FINLAND

GENERAL INFORMATION
VENUE

Finnish Communications Regulatory Authority




Conference room Suomenlahti 

Itamerenkatu 3 A, 5th floor



Telephone

+358 9 696 61 

FI-00180 HELSINKI




Fax


+358 9 6966 410

FINLAND





http://www.ficora.fi 

Meeting co-ordinator

Mrs Kristiina Paivike-Blomqvist

Finnish Communications Regulatory Authority

P.O. Box 313

FI-00181 HELSINKI

FINLAND

Telephone
+358 9 6966 422

Fax

+358 9 6966 410

E-mail

kristiina.paivike-blomqvist@ficora.fi  

Telecommunication facilities

During the meeting the delegates can be contacted on the following numbers:

Telephone
+358 9 6966 759 

Fax

+358 9 6966 410

There will be a local area network available within the conference area for file transfer etc.  The access methods are wired and wireless (2.4 GHz/IEEE 802.11b).  Please find attached information on how to configure you PC to be able to benefit of this facility.
REGISTRATION OF PARTICIPANTS 

Registration will commence at the venue on Friday 18 August 2006 at 8.00 a.m.
HOTEL RESERVATIONS

A certain number of rooms have been provisionally booked at Radisson SAS Royal Hotel (http://www.radissonsas.com/servlet/ContentServer?pagename=RadissonSAS/integration/hotelInfo&hotelCode=helzh&language=en&backURI=/reservation/rateSearch.do&origin=Rates%20And%20Availability) 17 to 18 August 2006.  The special rates apply only to the reservations made by using the attached hotel reservation form. Please return your hotel reservation form as soon as possible and in no case later than 14 July 2006 to:

Radisson SAS Royal Hotel, Runeberginkatu 2, FI-00100 HELSINKI 

Fax:

+358 20 1234 740
E-mail:
reservations.finland@RadissonSAS.com

After the above date we cannot guarantee accommodation at the hotel at the special rates.

	Other hotels in the Helsinki City Centre

	
	
	

	
	Telephone
	Fax

	Crowne Plaza Helsinki
	+358 9 2521 0000
	+358 9 733 5421

	Mannerheimintie 50, FI-00260 HELSINKI
	E-mail: helsinki.cph@restel.fi

	
	http://www.crowneplaza-helsinki.fi/aknayta.cfm?page=crownews.2 

	
	
	

	Cumulus Seurahuone
	+358 9 69 141
	+358 9 691 4010

	Kaivokatu 12, FI-00100 HELSINKI
	E-mail: seurahuone.cumulus@restel.fi

	
	http://www.cumulus.fi/index.cfm?switch=1 

	
	
	

	Holiday Inn Helsinki City Centre
	+358 9 5425 5000
	+358 9 5425 5299

	Elielinaukio 5, FI-00100 Helsinki
	E-mail: helsinki.hihcc@restel.fi

	
	http://www.hi-helsinkicity.com/hotellit.cfm?switch=1 

	
	
	

	Holiday Inn Helsinki City West
	+358 9 4152 1000
	+358 9 4152 1299

	Sulhasenkuja 3, FI-00180 Helsinki
	E-mail: helsinki.hihcw@restel.fi

	
	http://www.hi-helsinkiwest.fi/hotelli.cfm?switch=1 

	
	
	

	Radisson SAS Royal Hotel Helsinki
	 +358 20 1234 700
	 +358 20 1234 740

	Runeberginkatu 2, FI-00100 Helsinki
	E-mail: reservations.finland@radissonsas.com

	
	http://sas.radisson.com/reservation/resEntrance.do?country=FI&extra=finland&city=Helsinki 

	
	
	

	Scandic Hotel Continental
	 +358 9 40 551
	 +358 9 4055 3255

	Mannerheimintie 46, FI-00260 Helsinki
	E-mail: continentalhelsinki@scandic-hotels.com 

	ONEWORLD CHECK-IN
	http://www.scandic-hotels.com/SiteHomePage 

	
	
	

	Scandic Hotel Marski 
	 +358 9 68 061
	 +358 9 642 377

	Mannerheimintie 10, FI-00100 Helsinki
	E-mail: marski@scandic-hotels.com 

	
	http://www.scandic-hotels.com/SiteHomePage 

	
	
	

	Scandic Hotel Simonkenttä
	 +358 9 68 380
	 +358 9 683 8111

	Simonkatu 9, FI-00100 Helsinki
	E-mail: simonkentta@scandic-hotels.com 

	
	http://www.scandic-hotels.com/SiteHomePage 

	
	
	

	Sokos Hotel Presidentti
	 +358 20 1234 608
	 +358 9 694 7886

	Eteläinen Rautatiekatu 4, FI-00100 Helsinki
	E-mail: presidentti.helsinki@sokoshotels.fi 

	
	http://www.sokoshotels.fi/english/index.cfm 

	
	
	

	Sokos Hotel Torni
	 +358 9 1234 604
	 +358 9 4336 7100

	Yrjönkatu 26, FI-00100 Helsinki
	E-mail: torni.helsinki@sokoshotels.fi 

	
	http://www.sokoshotels.fi/english/index.cfm 


TO HELSINKI BY SEA
Helsinki can be reached by sea from Estonia, Germany, Poland, Russia and Sweden.  For further information please contact your travel agency.

FROM THE AIRPORT TO THE HOTEL

Helsinki-Vantaa Airport (www.ilmailulaitos.fi/airport_helsinki-vantaa) is situated 20 kilometres (about 30 minutes) north of the Helsinki City Centre.  The Radisson SAS Seaside Hotel is located near the premises of the Finnish Communications Regulatory Authority (300 m).  The Hotel Helka is located closer to the city centre, about 800 m to the premises of the Finnish Communications Regulatory Authority.  The Radisson SAS Plaza Hotel is in the city centre, close to the Railway Station, about 1.5 km to the premises of the Finnish Communications Regulatory Authority.
A taxi to the centre of Hel​sinki is paid according to the meter, usually about 30 EUR.  All taxis are metered. Drivers do not expect any tips. Credit card payment is mostly accepted.  During weekends there is an addi​tional charge.

The Finnair bus (timetable http://www.finnair.com/filecontent/com/citybus_com.txt) takes you to the City Terminal, which is next to the Railway Station in the Helsinki City Centre.  There are usually departures from the airport every twenty minutes. The bus fare is 5.20 EUR.

VISA

Information on foreign citizens requiring or not requiring visas for entry into the Schengen area and on travel documents accepted by Finland can be found on the web pages of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs http://formin.finland.fi/doc/eng/services/entry/visadoc.html.  Delegates from the countries whose citizens require visas should start the application process well in advance.  Please see http://formin.finland.fi/doc/eng/services/entry/main.html for information on how to apply for a visa.
Individual invitations will be sent upon request.

CUSTOMS
Please see customs instruction for passengers arriving Finland at

http://www.tulli.fi/en/02_Publications/02_Customer_bulletins/other_002_2005_en.jsp or at http://www.suomi.fi/english/transport_and_travel/customs_and_travel_documents/ 
LANGUAGES

The official languages of Finland are Finnish and Swedish.  Finnish, a Finno-Ugric language is spoken by about 93 %, and Swedish by about 6 % of the people as a mother tongue.  About 1700 people in Lapland speak Lappish (Sami).

CURRENCY

The Finnish currency unit is the euro (EUR) = 100 cents.  Denominations of banknotes are: 5, 10, 20, 50, 100, 200 and 500 euros.  Coins: 5, 10, 20, 50 cents, 1 and 2 euros.

1 EUR = 0,68175 GBP (19 June 2006)

WEATHER

Summer (mean daily temperature is consistently above +10 o Celsius) usually begins in the southern Finland in late May and lasts until mid-September.  In the regions north of the Arctic Circle the sun does not set at all.  In Helsinki the longest day (around Midsummer) is 18 hours 56 minutes long.  In mid-August the day is around 15 hours 30 minutes long.  

More information on the weather in Finland can be found at http://virtual.finland.fi/finfo/english/ilmaeng.html#summer 

Temperature

The daily temperatures (30-year average) in Helsinki are in mid-August:

Maximum around +19o Celsius and minimum around +10o Celsius

Rainfall

In Helsinki it rains in average every 3rd day in August.

LOCAL TIME

Finnish local time is UTC +3h.
BANKS

Banks are open Monday through Friday 9.15 a.m. - 4.15 p.m. and are closed on Satur​days and Sundays.  Traveller's cheques and foreign currency can also be ex​changed at the Helsinki-Vantaa Airport, at the Helsinki Railway Sta​tion, at the pas​sen​ger ship ter​mina​ls and in several currency exchange offices in the centre of Helsinki. 

"OTTO" cash withdrawal automats accept all major bank and credit cards: Eurocard, MasterCard, Visa, Cirrus, EC, Maestro, and Plus.

CREDIT CARDS

Most Finnish hotels, restaurants, car rental agencies, department stores and shops accept major credit cards (American Express, Diners Club, Eurocard, MasterCard, Visa).

SHOPPING HOURS





The most common opening hours are 9 a.m. – 5 or 6 p.m. on weekdays and 9 a.m. – 2 or 3 p.m. on Saturdays, though many shops and department stores are now open until 8 or 9 p.m. on weekdays and until 5 or 6 p.m. on Saturdays.  Small food shops are open on Sundays mainly from noon till 6 p.m. all year round.  During summer months (May – August) also department stores and shopping centres are open on Sundays from noon till 6 p.m. or 9 p.m.

POST OFFICES
Post offices are open Monday through Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.  Some post offices are open until 8 p.m.

Yellow mailboxes are for collections daily.  Stamps can be bought at post offices, most kiosks and department stores, stations and hotels.

TIPPING
Tips are welcome when you are very satisfied and happy with the service, but are not obligatory.

TAX FREE SHOPPING

Shops displaying TAX-FREE SHOPPING sign provide special services for travellers.  In these shops tourists (excl. residents of EU and Norway) can gain a tax-free benefit, meaning a tax refund of about 12 to 16 % of the prices of consumer goods and about 10 % of food products.  The recommended lower limit for tax-free purchases is 40 €, but it may be higher in some shops.  You will be given a tax-free cheque for your purchases in the shop, and you will receive a value-added tax refund when you leave the European Union.  Remember to hold onto your receipts and not to open the purchases before leaving the country.
ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES
The electric current in Finland is 230 V, 50 Hz.  Plugs are two-pin continental size.

EMERGENCIES AND MEDICAL SERVICES

Should medical or dental assistance be required during your visit, please contact the Secre​tariat during working hours and at other times the hotel reception.

Emergencies: Dial 112 (ambulance, rescue services, fire department and police).  Police alarm number also 10022.

TOURIST INFORMATION

Helsinki City Tourist Office
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The Helsinki City Tourist Office is open during winter season (2 May – 30 September) Monday through Friday 9 a.m. - 8 p.m. and on Saturday and Sunday 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

Finnish Tourism Web sites to visit

http://www.mek.fi/web/MekEng/index.nsf Finnish Tourist Board

http://virtual.finland.fi 


Information and facts about Finland.  Produced by Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Finland.

http://www.hel.fi/english 


Information on Helsinki

www.suomi.fi/english/transport_and_travel/ Timetables and maps, tourism information, information on customs and travel documents. Produced by Ministry of Finance
