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Summary

Enforcement Comments to the GSM on Board Aircraft Service 

During the PT RA1 meeting (28 – 30 August 2006) in Tallinn, PT RA1 discussed the enforcement issues related to the GSM on board aircraft service.

PT RA1 received a number of contributions related to comments received for the Decision for the GSM on board aircraft service, including the legal issues raised by the French consultation process, the proposed updated Technical Annex of the Decision received (from SE7) and the public comments received by ERO in response to the public consultation of the Decision. 

On discussing these comments PT RA1 agreed to the following points:

1) PT RA1 had no objections to the conclusion for the proposed modifications to the “DECISION” from the consultation on legal issues coordinated by France. 

2) PT RA1 highlighted the requirement that the Harmonised Standard and Technical Specification must be developed in order to show conformance to the conditions of the system as defined in the technical annex. 

3) PT RA1 discussed the question of mobile phones not being switched off on the descent phase of the flight after the system has been deactivated. PT RA1 wishes to highlight the requirement also stated in the technical annex A.6 to the DECISION;

“It is necessary that appropriate measures are taken to ensure that onboard terminals are switched off when the airborne GSM system is not in operation”

Up to now, mobile phones on board aircraft shall be switched off on request by the cabin crew. No administration had reported complaints of interference due to not compliance with such request. 

PT RA1 noted that if proper information could be given by the cabin crew to the passengers in case GSM on board aircrafts had been switched off on approaching lower altitudes (i.e. below the height of 3000 m above the ground) the interference potential would be comparable with the present situation. 

PT RA1 is of the opinion that if the GSM on board aircraft system is built in accordance to the limits identified in the technical annex and harmonised standard then there should be no need to add additional procedures to the current enforcement mechanisms used by administrations today.

Proposal

To be considered by WGRA

Background

Draft ECC decision on GSM on board aircraft
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