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1	Introduction


The 18th ordinary meeting of the ETSI TC MTS "Methods for Testing and Specification" was held in Bruxelles, hosted by EWOS, from monday 26 to thursday 29 1995, and was attended by 30 participants, from 9 countries, representing 14 ETSI Members (Ericsson, Expert Telecomms, FT/CNET, Italtel, ITS, KPN, PQM Consultants, Pro Telecom, Siemens, Sigos, STET/CSELT, Telecom Danmark, Telefonica de Espana, Telia), and 3 Observers (Probus, Sema Group, Telelogic).


The Chairman recalled the most important point to be treated for decisions and for the progress of WIs:


- it was necessary to approve dome deliverables;


- it was necessary and extremely urgent to reach an agreement with EWOS on a common text (in the form of an ISO "defect report") to be fed to ISO/SC21 for the definition of the so called "modular TTCN", in other words, on the corrections to be done to TTCN language (ISO 9646-3).


- it was necessary to progress the revision of TCR-TR 006, in order to relax the requirement currently mandated the systematic production of  conformance Test Suites for every protocol or profile;


- it was necessary to collect the views of the members on possible new work items, in particular for those for which a request for some type of Project Team was deemed necessary;


2.1	Approval of documents


The following documents were approved for publication:


Work Item / Title of deliverable�
 Comments�
�
•1st edition: ETS 300 414, WI=DE/MTS-00011


"Use of SDL in European Telecommunication Standards; Rules for Testability and facilitating validation"�
this ETS is particulartly relevant, because it adressed one of the possible concrete ways to validate standards (those based on SDL). Some of the indications contained are beeing used by the MTS PT65 which is making some experiments of SDL validation, in cooperation with SMG and SPS.�
�
•1st edition: ETR 212,   WI=  DTR/MTS-00004


�"Implementation Conformance Statement( ICS); style guide and technical criteria"�
it was also decided to endorse the TR with a TCR-TR (TCR-TR 048).�
�
•1st edition: TCR-TR ,   WI=  DTR/MTS-00004a


�"Implementation Conformance Statement( ICS); style guide and technical criteria"�
TCR-TR 048, endorsing ETR 212.�
�



2.2	Withdrawal of documents


None


2.3	Publication of documents since the last Meeting


The ETR 184 , is now published. It identifies standardisation Wis needed to support the implementation of the concept of validation, with a scope limited to the standards based on SDL.


The ETS 300 406 , adopted by Vote 73, is now published. Published as a standard so as to be visible also outside ETSI, ETS 300 406 concerns the development of testing specifications by all TCs/STCs in ETSI.


ETR 184 “Overview of validation techniques for european Telecommunications Standards (ETSs) containing SDL”.�
�
ETS 300 406 “Protocol and profile conformance testing specifications; Standardization methodology”�
�



3. Work Items


3.1	New work items (WI, Rapporteur/Company, Title)


WI=�
G. Brusasco (CSELT) : “Survey on the usage of ISO 9646 notation and concepts in European Companies - Identification of directions/approaches where improvements are achievable "�
�
WI=�
G. Martin (CNET) : "Guidelines on the usage of the second edition of TTCN"�
�
WI=�
G. Brusasco (CSELT) : “Endorsement of the ICS Style Guide “�
�
WI=�
G. Brusasco (CSELT) : " Deployment of SDL in ETSI TCs "�
�



3.2	Information on Important WIs


WI : DTR-TR RTR/MTS-00034  - Revision of : TCR-TR 006 " ETSI and certification in telecommunications - Overview of outstanding issues and some recommendations”


The Chairman suggested to hold an "ad hoc" working meeting, with the goal to come to a stable draft of the revised deliverable (the meeting to be hosted by ETSI in Sophia Antipolis on the 14 and 15 september 1995). 


The purpose of the revision is to adapt the recommendations on testing and validation to the evolving context determined by the ETSI needs and the limited success of certification systems.


It can be expected, as an outcome of the new WI, that the principle to produce testing specifications for all standards will be relaxed. The production of testing specifications should not be systematic to all standards (R6 recommendation) , but to some standards, to be decided (e.g. by the relevant TC/STC/Project) in a case by case basis, taking into account the market needs and according to new criteria and guidelines that MTS is contributing to identify.





4	Review of Project Team ongoing activities


- PT38/39 (testing methodology / consulting group on testing is continuing to offer its services to other TC/STCs, in cooperation and coordination with the PEX. In particular advise in ICS proforma has been given to STC TM1.


The development of test purpose style guide and of quality review tables for testing specifications is on its way - the two documents should be submitted for MTS approval in October. It should be noted that the Test Purposes Style Guide extends beyond conformance testing, and takes into account the types of testing ETSI may decide to embark upon.


- PT60/65 is producing a practical SDL handbook (ETR) , to assist ETSI Rapporteurs in drafting SDL annexes to standards. The ETR is planned to be published by the end of the year. In order not to produce a huge and unreadable document, some parts (e.g. examples) will be made available in such a way to be easily fit into the computer based tools used in ETSI to manage SDL (e.g. SDT, Telelogic), as an on-line help.


The PT is cooperating with SMG3 for the validation of a mobile protocol (defined using SDL). This interaction is almost concluded and proved to be very useful to both MTS and SMG3. The PT has gained experience that will well fit into the methodological MTS deliverable on validation planned for 1996; the SMG protocol has been improved, applying the appropriate SDL validation. 


The PT has started cooperating with SPS3 on the validation of some CS1 IN protocols (formalisation to be reused for CS2). Cooperation with SPS5 is also under evaluation: for SPS5 the main goal of having validated SDL could be to ease the production of conformance Test Suites, using computer aided approaches. This technology is promising but not yet stable.


- PT69V is promoting the methods of MTS by communicating relevant information during  seminars, visits, partecipating and giving methodological guidance to other TC/STCs, etc., according to a "communication plan". For example the PT contributed with an article to the ETSI book "State of the Art" and helped the HLTF Implemeentation Group, with respect to the implementation of the R. #31 (Ch. Mr. Ambruster, recommendation on validation).Togheter with PT38/39, PT69V is preparing a bibliography of all the methodological documents, from TC MTS and other bodies. This bibliography aims at being helpful to standards makers.


- PT 77V: the PT was approved by the TA22. The mail goal of the PT will be to make an investigation of the use of conformance testing test suites produced by ETSI. The survey will cover different types of troducts (e.g. termnals, network elements), diffrente types of potential europeann users (e.g. testing laboratories, operators, manufacturers), etc.





5	Cooperations, liaisons 


Liaisons were received from NA5 requesting the opinion of MTS on the cost / opportunity to translate some test suites delivered by Eurescom (End to End - broadband ISDN) and from the ATM forum into conformance testing standards. MTS will give its opinion by september 95 to the NA5 chair.


Discussion on the future of the ASN.1 library have continued with SPS2 / PT52, related to ASN.1 (e.g. on the ASN1 library).


It was agreed with EWOS EGCT that ETSI MTS will take the lead on the production of a guide (ETR) on the new feature of TTCN (TTCN edition 2), like concurrency, modularity, encoding of PDUs. In  paticular t
