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Turin (IT), 17-19 October 1995


1	Introduction


The 19th ordinary meeting of the ETSI TC MTS "Methods for Testing and Specification" was held in Turin, hosted by CSELT, from Tuesday 17 to Thursday 19 October 1995. The meeting was attended by 27 persons, from 8 countries, representing 9 ETSI Members (Alcatel, Expert Telecomms, FT/CNET, ISPT Min. PT, KPN Research, Pro Telecom, STET/CSELT, Telecom Denmark, Telefonica de Espana) and 3 Observers (EWOS, Sema Group, Telelogic).


The Chairman recalled the most important points to be treated for decisions and for the progress of WIs:


- it was necessary to approve some deliverables and new Work-items;


- it was necessary to progress the revision of TCR-TR 006, in order to increase the flexibility of the ETSI policies related to testing, and in particular, to relax the requirement currently mandating the automatic production of  conformance Test Suites for every protocol or profile;


2	Documents


2.1	Approval of documents


The following documents were approved for publication:


Work Item / Title of deliverable�
 Comments�
�
•1st edition: 


ETR kk, WI=DTR/MTS-00018


"Bibliography of techniques, methodologies and practices used in Standards making"�
This ETR is 100% of an informative nature and reflects a “status of the art” which changes quite fast. This ETR will need periodic maintenance.


In addition to the paper copy, an electronic version has been provided, in the form a of a database (accessible in an interactive way).�
�
•1st edition:


 ETR xx,   WI=  DTR/MTS-00015


�"Conformance Testing Specifications; Quality Review Tables"�
This ETR offers a technical guide in the process of evaluation of conformance test specifications. It contains a set of tables to be used as checklists when evaluating the quality of a conformance test specification.


It is to be used in two main contexts:


-	the assessment of contributions to ETSI coming from an external organisation, in the area of testing (for example test suites produced by Fora, Consortia, etc. when considered as possible inputs for some ETSI deliverable).


-	the (quality assurance) reviews of test suites developed by ETSI.


�
�
•1st edition: 


TCR-TR zz ,   WI=  DTR/MTS-00042


" Conformance Testing Specifications; Quality Review Tables"�



TCR-TR yy, endorsing the mentioned ETR xx on the same subject.�
�



2.2	Withdrawal of documents


None


2.3	Publication of documents since the last Meeting


The ETR 193 , is now published. It gives some technical guides on the application of the “Network Integration Testing” (NIT) methodology. The NIT methodology complements the Conformance Testing methodology; NIT approaches were initially defined by EURESCOM and are now studied also in ETSI MTS.


ETR 193 - “Network Integration Testing  - Methodological aspects - Test Co-ordination procedure Style Guide”�
�



The ETR 212 , is now published. It provides technical guidance and ready-to-use templates for the production of ICS proformas..


ETR 212 - “Implementation Conformance Statement (ICS) proforma style guide”�
�



3. Work Items


3.1	New work items


Work Item�
Rapporteur  /  Title 


Scope�
Notes�
�
DTR/MTS 00039-1�
C. Don  / Global Technical Quality Criteria for Telecommunication Standards


According to ToR of PT76V and PT76V initial report (TD79).�
Completion 12/1996�
�
DTR/MTS 00039-2�
C. Don / Technical Quality of Telecommunication Standards - Complementary methods and technical quality Manual


According to ToR of PT76V and PT76V initial report (TD79):  recommendations on standards development and quality processes to facilitate the satisfaction of high quality criteria for standards.�
Completion 12/1996�
�
MI/MTS 00039-3�
C. Don / Implementation and follow-on of technical quality recommendations for standards 


According to TD65 (ToR of PT76V follow-on)�
Completion 12/1997�
�
DTR/MTS 00038�
J.M. Cailloux / The use of ETSI test specifications


As in MTS 10/95 TD46, initial report.�
Completion 11/1997�
�
DTR/MTS 00040�
G. Brusasco / The future in ETSI of Quality of Standards making, Validation and Testing.


As in TD42 (contribution to HLTF)�
Completion04/1996�
�
DTR/MTS 00041�
M. Zoric / Deployment of SDL - Scoping Phase


As in ToRs (TD61)�
Completion


06/1996�
�
DTR/MTS 00042�
C. Don / TCR-TR, Endorsement of DTR/MTS 00015, ETR on “Quality Review Tables”�
Completion 01/1996�
�



3.2	Information on Important WIs


WI : DTR-TR RTR/MTS-00034  - Revision of : TCR-TR 006 " ETSI and certification in telecommunications - Overview of outstanding issues and some recommendations”. The meeting discussed on a rather stable version of the document and approved its main indications.


The principle to produce testing specifications for all standards will be relaxed. The production of testing specifications should not be systematic to all standards (R6 recommendation) , but to some standards, to be decided (e.g. by the relevant TC/STC/Project) in a case by case basis, taking into account the market needs and according to some criteria and guidelines that MTS is contributing to identify.


Contribution to the HLTF Implementation Group on “The future in ETSI of Quality of Standards making, Validation and Testing”, containing recommendations on the ETSI policy, related to the HLTF rec. 31 (“Validation possibilities”). This contribution, perhaps amended with HLTFIG comments, will be annexed to the HLTFIG report and will be published by MTS as an ETR.


4	Review of Project Team ongoing activities


- PT38/39 (testing methodology / consulting group on testing) will be disbanded at the end of 1995. Some of the activities will be then covered by the PEX group..


- PT60/65 is producing a practical SDL handbook (ETR), to assist ETSI Rapporteurs in drafting SDL annexes to standards. The ETR is planned to be published by beginning 1996. In order not to produce a huge and unreadable document, some parts (e.g. examples) will be made available electronically, using Adobe Reader, in such a way to be easily fit into the computer based tools, as an on-line help.


The PT is cooperating with SMG3 for the validation of a mobile protocol (defined using SDL). This interaction is concluded and proved to be very useful to both MTS and SMG3. The PT has also continued a relevant cooperation with SPS3 on the validation of some CS1 IN protocols (formalisation to be reused for CS2). The PT has globally gained experience that will fit well into the methodological MTS deliverable on validation planned late in 1996. This interaction with SMG and SPS3 is a model of the way MTS and its  Project Teams should work : not working on methodologies in isolation but to trial innovative methods and ideas in real cases, e.g. in cooperation with ETSI Projects (willing to establish such cooperations), with some valuable support from the PEX.


- PT69V is promoting the methods of MTS by communicating relevant information during  seminars, visits, participating and giving methodological guidance to other TC/STCs, etc., according to a "communication plan". For example the PT helped the HLTF Implementation Group, with respect to the implementation of the R. #31 (Ch. Mr. Armbruster, recommendation on validation). PT69V is also developing an “MTS book”, in cooperation with the ETSI Secretariat (publication envisaged mid 1996).


- PT 76V: The main goal of the PT is to identify criteria for increasing / achieving a greater Technical Quality in standards;  then it will suggest suitable methods to meet the identified criteria. The PT does not cover the usage of formal notations, which is covered by other PTs (like PT60/65).


- PT 77V: The main goal of the PT will be to make an investigation of the use of conformance testing test suites produced by ETSI. The survey will be targeted on 6 different type of population and will also cover different types of products (e.g. terminals, network elements). The PT will work in collaboration with a company contracted by ETSI to implement the survey itself (call for tender planned for end’February 96).


5	Cooperations, liaisons 


Discussion on the future of the ASN.1 library have continued with SPS2 / PT52 also envisaging the involvement of the ETSI Secretariat for the maintenance of the library. A liaison will be sent to the ETSI Secretariat.


As usual, a technical Seminar will be prepared by MTS (through PT69V) in cooperation with the ETSI Secretariat (the PEX). The seminar (two days) this time will be on SDL. It will be held in Sophia on the 19-20 February 1996, just before the next MTS meeting.


It was confirmed with EWOS EGCT that ETSI MTS will take the lead on the production of a guide (ETR) on the new feature of TTCN (TTCN edition 2), like concurrency, modularity, encoding of PDUs. The concurrent TTCN is particularly important to telecommunications.


6	Next meetings and conclusions


The general trend of this meeting confirms a re-centering of MTS on practical aspects of quality in standards-making, with a balance between the use of formal notations and other aspects of specifications quality. The breakdown between base specifications and testing appears also quite balanced.


The  next MTS meeting will take place in February, from Tuesday 21 (morning) to Thursday 23, hosted by the ETSI Secretariat.














