EUROPEAN TELECOMMUNICATIONS	ETSI TC MTS (96) 04


STANDARD INSTITUTE























ETSI TECHNICAL COMMITTEE MTS











METHODS FOR TESTING AND SPECIFICATION




















Executive summary of TC MTS 


Ordinary Meeting N. 20 held in Sophia Antipolis (Fr)


21- 23 February 1996


�
�



�
Executive summary of TC MTS Ordinary Meeting N. 20


Sophia Antipolis (Fr), 21- 23 February 1996


1	Introduction


The 20th ordinary meeting of the ETSI TC MTS "Methods for Testing and Specification" was held in Sophia Antipolis, hosted by ETSI, from Wednesday 21 to Friday 23 February 1996. It followed the “SDL Seminar” organised by TC MTS in cooperation with the ETSI Secretariat (PEX), held  on Monday 19 and Tuesday 20.


The MTS meeting was attended by 31 people from 8 countries, representing 13 ETSI Members (Alcatel, STET/CSELT, Ericsson Utvecklings AB, EURESCOM GmbH, Expert Telecomms GmbH, France Telecom/CNET, ITALTEL, ITS, NPL, PQM Cosultants, PTT Research, SIEMENS AG, TELEFONICA  de España S.A.) and 2 Observers (EOTC, Telelogic).


2	Documents


2.1	Approval of documents


The following documents were approved for publication:


Work Item / Title of deliverable�
 Comments�
�
•1st edition: 


ETR xxx, WI=DTR/MTS-00010


”Guideline for the specification of test purposes”�
Methodological document - This ETR is a practical  guide to be used during the development of test specifications, in particular it describes different ways in which test purposes can effectively and unambiguously be specified.�
�
•1st edition: 


TCR-TR yyy, WI=DTR/MTS-00033


”Handbook for SDL, ASN.1 and MSC development”�
Methodological document - This TCR-TR is a practical  guide in the form of an handbook assisting in the systematic creation of SDL, ASN.1 and MSC specifications of ETSI services and protocols.


Note : An ETR with the same contents shall be published in addition, in order to allow for distribution and exploitation also outside ETSI.�
�
•1st edition: 


TC-TR zzz, WI=DTR/MTS-00030-1


”PT65 : SDL Validation experiment #1, GSM CCBS Experimentation Report ”�
This TC-TR contains results and methodological lessons learned during an experiment of “SDL validation” made in cooperation with SMG3.  The TC-TR  was approved in principle by TC MTS but pending a final review which was concluded successfully on April 26.


Note: two other “SDL validation experiments” are ongoing with SPS3 and BCT1, which will lead to condense the global experience gained by MTS into a general purpose TCR-TR related to an “ETSI validation methodology for SDL based standards” (DTR/MTS-00031).�
�



2.2	Withdrawal and publication of documents - since the last Meeting


None





3	Work Items


3.1	New work items


None


3.2	Specific Information on Important WIs


WI : DTR-TR RTR/MTS-00034  - Revision of : TCR-TR 006 " ETSI and certification in telecommunications - Overview of outstanding issues and some recommendations”. The new version of the document was in the two months consultation period during the MTS meeting (no negative comments were received and it has been definitely approved for publication by MTS, beginning of April). The main new principles are as follows:


- Testing specifications should be produced by ETSI after a decision to be taken on a case by case basis. Such case-per-case decisions (e.g. to be taken at STC / Project level) will follow general criteria, which should mainly refer to the market needs (typically, when testing specifications are deemed needed - or useful - to facilitate the “implementation of standards” i.e. the concrete development of products and the concrete deployment of  services;


- From the technical point of view, different types and different levels of testing specifications are allowed, according to the defined (agreed) objectives the envisaged testing specifications should achieve (possible examples of types:  conformance testing, integration or interoperability testing, compatibility testing, etc.; possible examples of levels: full abstract test suites, limited sets of test cases, just the test-purposes’ definitions, etc.). Whatever is the selected approach in any given case, the maintenance of the agreed testing specification must be planned and done.


- Validation of standards has also been recommended, for all types of standards, not only for the testing standards.


WI : DTR/MTS-00040 - Contribution to the HLTF Implementation Group related to the HLTF recommendation on “Validation possibilities”. This contribution was used and largely endorsed by the HLTFIG and the final version (fully harmonised with HLTFIG report) will be published by MTS as an ETR.


4	Review of PT activities - Evaluation of the SDL seminar


- PT60/65 produced a practical SDL handbook (ETR), to assist ETSI Rapporteurs in drafting SDL annexes to standards. They cooperated with SMG3 for the validation of a mobile protocol (CCBS) defined using  SDL and are co-operating with SPS3 for the validation of CS1 IN protocols (formalisation to be reused for CS2). The globally gained experience will fit into a methodological MTS deliverable “on SDL validation” (end of 1996).


- PT69V is promoting the methods of MTS by communicating relevant information during  seminars, visits, etc. (for example they contributed to the HLTF Implementation Group with respect to the implementation of recommendation “on Validation” and - with the PEX group - to the “SDL Seminar”).


This seminar took place on the 19-20 February in Sophia Antipolis. The event was attended by more than 60 people. The appraisal forms collected were highly positive and the initiative has been considered a success. The presentations at the seminar were given by MTS/PT69V experts, by the PEX, and by invited representatives of the Industry. In particular Lucent Technologies and Alcatel CIT highlighted the specific ways SDL is used in their Companies (in general with satisfaction, leading to increased quality and/or reduced development costs).


A similar initiative is likely to be repeated next year, perhaps extending the topics covered beyond just SDL, to include the integrated usage of other logically linked notations and languages (e.g. ASN.1, GDMO, ...).


- PT 76V: The PT is working with a bottom up approach, in the context of ETSI, studying possible weaknesses in some existing standards. It is not just doing “an other piece of theoretical work on Quality“. The MTS meeting approved the approach taken. The main goal of the PT is to identify criteria for increasing / achieving a greater Technical Quality in the ETSI standards in concrete terms;  then it will suggest suitable methods to meet - in day by day practices - the identified criteria. The PT does not cover the usage of formal notations, which is covered by PT60/65. It is important that what is being “discovered” be taken into account by Rapporteurs, Editors, etc., and by the ETSI Secretariat, when defining or developing new drafting rules for standards or internal procedures for technical quality assurance.


- PT 77V: The PT is to make an investigation of the use and exploitation (weaknesses and benefits) in Europe of the conformance testing test suites produced by ETSI so far. The MTS meeting discussed and approved the questionnaires defined by the PT. The target population for the investigation are the European manufacturers, operators, users, testing labs, regulators, etc., at the managerial and technical levels. The results (statistics) are expected by 1996.


5	Next meetings and conclusions


The general trend of this meeting confirmed the re-centring of MTS on practical aspects of quality in standards-making and validation, with a balance between the use of formal notations and other aspects of specifications quality. The breakdown between base specifications and testing appears also quite balanced.


The  next MTS meeting will take place in June, from Tuesday 25 (morning) to Thursday 27 (afternoon), in Brussels, hosted by EWOS.














