Executive Summary of the 25th Meeting of TC‑MTS

Sophia Antipolis, 21 - 22 October 1997

1 General

The 25th meeting of ETSI Technical Committee “Methods for Testing and Specification” (TC‑MTS) was held at ETSI’s headquarters in Sophia Antipolis on 21 - 22 October 1997 with 34 participants from 10 countries representing 23 members. The meeting was chaired for the first time by Dr Dieter Hogrefe, IITB the new TC‑MTS chairman.

The main issues of the meeting were:

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h 
the status of Specialist Task Forces (STFs) proposed by TC‑MTS for 1998;

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h 
the progress of TC‑MTS STFs in 1997

-
the portability of SDL models between automatic tools from different suppliers;

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h 
the role of TC‑MTS in the specification of extensions to the TTCN language to support the testing of real‑time systems and performance.

2 STFs in 1998

The Chairman presented an overview of the recent OCG #3 meeting at which proposals for the allocation of Costed Work Programme funds were discussed.  He reported that the subsequent OCG recommendation to the ETSI Board had resulted in both requests from TC‑MTS for new STFs (“The harmonised integration of ASN.1, TTCN and SDL” and “The development of guidelines and support for the use of formal SDL as a descriptive tool”) being approved with full resources.  These STFs are expected to commence early in 1998.

In addition, two STFs proposed for the 1997 CWP (STF‑DP, “The application of the revised policy on testing and standards validation” and STF‑DL, “The production of a TTCN and Conformance Testing style guide”) were given approval.

3 Progress of STFs in 1997

3.1 STF96 - The use of ASN.1‑94 in relation with TTCN Edition 2

Anthony Wiles reported that STF96 was working according to its plan and that its first deliverable (DTR/MTS‑00047) was presented for approval by TC‑MTS at this meeting.

Colin Willcocks presented the contents of the first draft DTR/MTS‑00048 which have been made available on the ETSI server for comment and review.

3.2 STF97 - The development of guidelines for the use of formal SDL as a descriptive tool

Steve Randall reported that STF97 was maintaining its schedule although two of its sessions had been put back to accommodate an early start on STF110 (which has a number of members in common with STF96).  Approval has been given for 4 additional months of effort to be expended in 1998 but from the 1997 budget and this should be sufficient to complete the first stable draft of the document.

3.3 STF98 - Quality of Standards; follow‑on and implementation

On John Meredith’s behalf, Steve Randall reported that the members of STF98 had produced a set of word processing macros to assist rapporteurs to comply with the criteria of quality set down in DTR/MTS‑00039.  These macros have been sent out to a number of volunteer rapporteurs and the STF is awaiting feedback from them.

3.4 STF99 - The incorporation of CATG techniques in the SDL validation methodology

On behalf of Jan Ellsberger, Dieter Hogrefe reported that as STF99 was working very closely with STF100 (SPS3, INAP CS2 SDL model development) a slip of 2 months in that STF had caused a similar slip in the schedule of STF99.  The lack of memory and performance in ETSI’s UNIX workstations has meant that the compilation and validation of the INAP model has had to be out‑sourced (at no cost) to the Institute für Telematik, Lübeck.  The revised validation handbook is planned to be available on the ETSI server for review by members of TC‑MTS in week 48.

3.5 STF110 - The maintenance of ETS 300 414

Steve Randall reported that STF110 had started in September and had met for only 2 weeks since then.  During that time, the members had reviewed the existing ETS 300 414 and were now confident that they knew what work needed to be done in order to bring the standard up‑to‑date.

4 Portability of SDL models between tools

Francois Englebert, Verilog, highlighted the fact that the ObjectGeode tools from Varilog had detected a large number of syntactical deviations from Z.105 in the INAP CS2 SDL model produced by STC‑SPS3 using Telelogic’s SDT tool.  Most of these are caused by the fact that SDT relaxes some of the rules and restrictions on keywords specified in Z.105.  TC‑MTS agreed that STF‑DP should be asked to study recommendations for the compatible use of automatic SDL tools.

5 Extension of the TTCN language

Following presentations by Jens Grabowski, Thomas Walther and Ina Schieferdecker, the members of TC‑MTS generally agreed that a need exists for TTCN to be extended to support real‑time and performance testing.  TC‑MTS recognised that there were problems between ETSI and ISO regarding responsibility for TTCN (ETSI have recently expended considerable effort in the production of TTCN Edition 2 which will be published as ISO‑9646/3, not as an ES or EN).  TC‑MTS will consider this issue further when STF‑DL has completed its work.

6 Other issues

Status reports were presented on the TSP1+ project and the EC INTOOL project and Ericsson Utveckling AB made a brief presentation of their new “CLARE” requirements modelling software.

This meeting of TC‑MTS was followed by a 2‑day joint meeting with ITU‑T Study Group 10.

7 Next meeting

The next meeting of TC‑MTS will be held in Sophia Antipolis, 24-26 March 1998.

