Executive Summary of the 26th Meeting of TC�MTS


Sophia Antipolis, 24 - 25 March 1998


� AUTONUMLGL \e �	General


The 26th meeting of ETSI Technical Committee “Methods for Testing and Specification” (TC�MTS) was held at ETSI’s headquarters in Sophia Antipolis on 24 - 25 March 1998 with 34 participants from 10 countries representing 21 members. The meeting was chaired by Dr Dieter Hogrefe, IITB.


The main issues of the meeting were:


� SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h �	the progress of TC�MTS STFs in 1998;


� SYMBOL 45 \f "Arial" \s 10 \h �	proposals for new STFs for 1999


-	the portability of SDL models between automatic tools from different suppliers;


� SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h �	the role of TC�MTS in the specification of methods for the use of the Unified Modelling Language, UML in the ETSI standards�making process.





� AUTONUMLGL \e �	Progress of STFs in 1997


� AUTONUMLGL \e �	STF97 - The development of guidelines for the use of formal SDL as a descriptive tool


Steve Randall reported that STF97 was maintaining its schedule and that a first draft of the guidelines (DEG/MTS�00050) will be available for review by members of TC�MTS at the end of June 1998.  This document will be the key input to STF�FE which will evaluate the practical use of the guidelines in three pilot projects later this year.  It has been recognised that guidelines for the use of SDL as a descriptive tool would be incomplete without some additional guidance on the associated use of Message Sequence Charts (MSCs) in standards.  To that end, Ekkart Rudolphe of the University of Münich has been recruited to provide some further text on MSCs.


� AUTONUMLGL \e �	STF98 - Quality of Standards; follow�on and implementation


On John Meredith’s behalf, Steve Randall reported that the members of STF98 had almost completed fixing the problems that had been identified in their set of Word Macros during trials earlier this year.  These will be available at the end of April 1998.  Work has completed on the draft of the ETSI Drafting Guide and this has been delivered to the SMS (née ECS) Head of Department who has indicated that it is unlikely that SMS will use it in its current form.


� AUTONUMLGL \e �	STF99 - The incorporation of CATG techniques in the SDL validation methodology


Jan Ellsberger presented the contents of the handbook on CATG techniques for approval by TC�MTS.  Approval was deferred to a vote by correspondence following some proposed editorial changes and the raising of an appropriate Work Item to cover the document as an EG rather than a TR as was originally planned.


� AUTONUMLGL \e �	STF110 - The maintenance of ETS 300 414


Steve Randall reported that more time than expected had been used in the production of the EG to replace ETS 300 414 as the document were necessarily considerably different.  ETS 300 414 contains large sections of SDL tutorial and this was considered unnecessary now.  TC�MTS endorsed the draft (incomplete) EG in its current form and expect to see the complete document available on the MTS Server by the end of May 1998 for approval in October. 


� AUTONUMLGL \e �	STF118 - Production of TTCN and Conformance Testing Style Guide


Jens Grabowski reported on behalf of the STF Leader, Anthony Wiles, that this new STF had only met for the first time at the end of February 1998 and that progress had been as expected.  Their initial report was presented to MTS as well as a clarification of the STF's objectives.  These were accepted by the members of MTS.


� AUTONUMLGL \e �	STF120 - Application of the revised policy on validation and testing


Steve Randall reported that STF120 had met for only one 5-day session but that progress in that time had been good.  The scope of their work item was elaborated and presented to MTS without opposition.  A list of tasks had been collated and work begun on those with the highest priority.


� AUTONUMLGL \e �	STF121 - Harmonised integration of ASN.1, TTCN and SDL


In the absence of the STF Leader, Anthony Wiles, a short presentation of the current and future work of STF121 was given by Colin Willcock.  He reported that this STF was continuing the work begun by STF96 in 1997 and that progress so far had been good.  Positive working relationships had been established with the external bodies responsible for the definition of ASN.1, SDL and TTCN (ITU-T and ISO).


The deliverable from STF96, DTR/MTS-00048 (Rules for the transformation of ASN.1 definitions using X.681, X.682 and X.683 to equivalent X.680 constructs) was presented to TC-MTS for approval which was given unanimously.


� AUTONUMLGL \e �	Proposals for New Work Items and STFs


The following STFs were proposed to MTS for inclusion in the 1999 ETSI Work Programme:


� SYMBOL 45 \f "Arial" \s 10 \h �	Development of a Rapporteurs Guide to the Use of SDL (PQM Consultants);


� SYMBOL 45 \f "Arial" \s 10 \h �	Accepted by MTS;


� SYMBOL 45 \f "Arial" \s 10 \h �	Development of a TTCN-based testing approach for use outside pure conformance testing (IITB);


� SYMBOL 45 \f "Arial" \s 10 \h �	Work Item accepted by MTS; ToR to be raised and circulated for approval;


� SYMBOL 45 \f "Arial" \s 10 \h �	Development of a conformance test specification for SDL tools (Alcatel CIT);


� SYMBOL 45 \f "Arial" \s 10 \h �	Work Item accepted by MTS; ToR to be raised and circulated for approval;


� SYMBOL 45 \f "Arial" \s 10 \h �	Development of methodology and guidelines for the use of UML in the standards�making process (CSELT);


� SYMBOL 45 \f "Arial" \s 10 \h �	Ad hoc group led by Nokia set up to study feasibility and potential of the proposal.  Work Item and ToR to be raised in time for MTS approval by correspondence prior to the June OCG meeting.





� AUTONUMLGL \e �	Portability of SDL models between tools


Following the discussion on this subject that took place at the MTS#25, progress within ETSI, the tool manufacturers and SDL users was reviewed.  Although some progress had been made, the problem was not yet solved and Alcatel had raised the issue to the ETSI Board.  At the conclusion of the ensuing discussion, MTS accepted Alcatel's proposal that a Work Item should be raised for the development of a set of conformance tests to establish the degree of conformance of any SDL tool to the Z.100 and Z.105 standards (see item � REF _Ref415561969 \n �3� in this report)


� AUTONUMLGL \e �	The use of UML in the ETSI Standards�making process


Presentations were made by CSELT, Verilog and Telelogic on the concepts and practical use of the Unified Modelling Language, UML in areas related to telecommunications standards.  MTS agreed that there appeared to be growing interest in this language in other ETSI TBs and, in particular, from SMG for the UMTS development.  An Ad Hoc group was established to urgently study the need for MTS to develop methods for the use of UML in the ETSI standards�making process.


� AUTONUMLGL \e �	Other issues


A status report was received on the TSP1+ project from CSELT and presentations were given by Siemens SN on the use of IDL and by the National Physical Laboratory on their involvement in an EC funded project to generate comprehensive TTCN test suites from SDL.


� AUTONUMLGL \e �	Next meeting


The next meeting of TC�MTS will be held in Sophia Antipolis, 20-22 October 1998.


