Executive Summary of the 27th Meeting of TC�MTS


Sophia Antipolis, 20 - 21 October 1998


� AUTONUMLGL \e �	General


The 27th meeting of ETSI Technical Committee “Methods for Testing and Specification” (TC�MTS) was held at ETSI’s headquarters in Sophia Antipolis on 20 - 21 October 1998 with 24 participants from 9 countries representing 15 members. The meeting was chaired by Dr Dieter Hogrefe of IITB, supported for the first time by the newly appointed Vice�Chairmen, Ari Ahtiainen of Nokia Research and Steve Randall of PQM Consultants.


The main issues of the meeting were:


� SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h �	the progress of TC�MTS STFs in 1998;


� SYMBOL 45 \f "Arial" \s 10 \h �	review of proposed STFs for 1999;


-	the portability of SDL models between automatic tools from different suppliers.


Presentations were given by invited speakers on:


� SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h �	Network Interconnect Testing;


� SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h �	CORBA based testing;


� SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h �	CSN.1;


� SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h �	Progress of the EC CRAFT project for the automatic generation of test specifications.


� AUTONUMLGL \e �	Progress of STFs in 1997


� AUTONUMLGL \e �	STF97/STF132 - The development of guidelines for the use of formal SDL as a descriptive tool


Steve Randall reported that STF97 had completed the stable draft of the guidelines (DEG/MTS�00050) according to its schedule and that this document had been passed on to STF132 which will be responsible for validating the guidelines through experimentation. The document will not be submitted for TC approval before summer 1999 when two experimental projects have been completed. 


STF132 has just begun trial projects in the area of BRAN and UMTS where appropriate SDL activities are taking place.


� AUTONUMLGL \e �	STF98 - Quality of Standards; follow�on and implementation


John Meredith joined the meeting by telephone to report that STF98 had completed its work of developing a set of Word macros to support ETSI Rapporteurs in the preparation of standards.  These had been passed to the SMS department of the ETSI Secretariat early in 1998 for independent evaluation but time had not so far been available within that group to complete the task.  DEG/MTS-00039-2 was submitted for MTS approval but following comments from the members, it was agreed that some changes were necessary before the document could be approved by correspondence. 


� AUTONUMLGL \e �	STF99 - The incorporation of CATG techniques in the SDL validation methodology


Although all the effort available for STF99 had been consumed before the previous meeting of TC�MTS, Dieter Hogrefe reported that some additional voluntary effort had been necessary to carry out the changes to the CATG Handbook recommended by TC�MTS in March 1998.  Some members of MTS still objected to the contents of the Handbook saying that it did not give enough specific guidance on the overall process of automatic test generation from validated SDL models.  Given that the technology itself is still in its infancy, MTS agreed that instead of publishing the Handbook, the current text should be added as an Annex to the existing Validation Handbook (EG 201 015) where it would be more useful.


� AUTONUMLGL \e �	STF110 - The maintenance of ETS 300 414


Steve Randall reported that DEG/MTS-00053 had been completed by STF110 and approved by TC�MTS by correspondence in September 1998.  The document, now EG 202 383, is currently out for Member Voting as is expected to be published early in 1999.


� AUTONUMLGL \e �	STF118 - Production of TTCN and Conformance Testing Style Guide


Anthony Wiles reported that the work of STF118 was proceeding according to plan and that the main deliverable, DEG/MTS�00056, was presented for approval at this meeting of TC�MTS.  The document, which covers aspects such as Concurrency, Encoding and Modular TTCN, was described in detail and the membership of TC�MTS subsequently approved it.


� AUTONUMLGL \e �	STF120 - Application of the revised policy on validation and testing


Steve Randall reported that STF120 had completed the development of a stable draft of the main output document, DEG/MTS�00055, "Planning for Validation and test development" and the slide presentation which formed their secondary deliverable, MI/MTS�00064. Both deliverables were offered for approval by MTS. The members of TC�MTS accepted the technical content of both deliverables but felt that they should present a more positive view of the benefits of validation and test development as opposed to the current approach which stresses the costs of these activities.  The STF was asked to revise the wording of DEG/MTS�00055 and MI/MTS�00064 accordingly before approval by correspondence in December 1998


� AUTONUMLGL \e �	STF121 - Harmonised integration of ASN.1, TTCN and SDL


Anthony Wiles reported that the work of STF121 was proceeding to schedule and approval for their deliverable, DTR/MTS�00054, is expected early in 1999.  Solutions have been found for about 60% of the problems affecting the harmonisation of the use of ASN.1 in the contexts of SDL and TTCN.  Most of the remaining work would be associated with problems in SDL and a detailed presentation of these issues was given to MTS.


� AUTONUMLGL \e �	STF133 - Production of TTCN Version 3


Anthony Wiles gave a brief presentation on the work plan of STF13 which had only met as a group for one day so far.  He reported that the main focus of STF133 was as follows:


� SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h �	to fix/implement current Defect Reports and to port the existing TTCN specification from Framemaker to Word format.  The ETSI Secretariat had been asked to assist in this task but had so far been unwilling or unable to provide any help.


� SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h �	to simplify TTCN wherever possible


� SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h �	to perform the harmonisation activities to TTCN/ASN.1 as specified by STF118


� SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h �	to add the dynamic creation of PTCs as a special task funded by Nortel.


The final deliverable is expected to be available in December 1999.


� AUTONUMLGL \e �	New STFs in 1999


Dieter Hogrefe reported that although TC�MTS had proposed 3 new STFs in 1999, funding was only available for one of them and that this was to be the Development of methodology and guidelines for the use of UML in the standards�making process. This STF has been allocated 12 months of effort which will be expended over 1½ years beginning in January 1999 if suitable candidates can be found in time.


� AUTONUMLGL \e �	Portability of SDL models between tools


This subject was revisited to determine if any progress had been made by the SDL tool developers since the last meeting of TC�MTS.  Examples now existed of incompatibility problems when importing an SDT�generated SDL model into ObjectGEODE and vice versa. It was clear that the two major tool developers were unlikely to resolve the incompatibility issues without pressure from users and it was agreed to set up a moderated EMAIL mailing list for reporting such problems.  Assuming the reported problems are valid, the tools developers will be expected to provide rapid responses (not necessarily fixes).  It was accepted that this was the only practical means of moving the issue forward.


� AUTONUMLGL \e �	Other issues


A status report was received on the TSP1+ project from CSELT and presentations were given by:


� SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h �	GMD/Fokus on the use of CORBA in testing;


� SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h �	the European Telecommunications Platform on Network Interconnection Testing;


� SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h �	EP�SMG on the Concrete Syntax Notation No. 1 (CSN.1);


� SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h �	the National Physical Laboratory on progress in the EC funded CRAFT project to generate comprehensive TTCN test suites from SDL.


The 27th meeting of TC�MTS was followed by a 1�day joint meeting between MTS and ITU�T Study Group 10


� AUTONUMLGL \e �	Next meeting


The next meeting of TC�MTS will be held in Sophia Antipolis, 23-25 March 1999.


