Executive Summary of the 28th Meeting of TC�MTS


Sophia Antipolis, 23 - 25 March 1999


� AUTONUMLGL \e �1�	General


The 28th meeting of ETSI Technical Committee ”Methods for Testing and Specification” (TC�MTS) was held at the Mediathel Hotel in Sophia Antipolis on 23 - 25 March 1999 with 20 participants from 8 countries representing the ETSI secretariat and 14 member organizations. The meeting was chaired by Dr Dieter Hogrefe of IITB, supported by Vice�Chairmen, Ari Ahtiainen of Nokia Research and Steve Randall of PQM Consultants.


The main issues of the meeting were:


� SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h �	the progress of TC�MTS STFs since October 1998;


� SYMBOL 45 \f "Arial" \s 10 \h �	review of proposals for STFs for 2000;


-	the problems encountered by the suppliers of automatic tools in porting SDL models from ETSI standards from one tool to another.


Presentations were given by invited speakers on:


� SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h �	The Unified Modelling Language (UML);


� SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h �	SDL2000;


� SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h �	Proposed extensions to ASN.1 to enable the selection and specification of encoding rules.


� AUTONUMLGL \e �2�	Progress of STFs


� AUTONUMLGL \e �2.1�	STF132 - The validation of guidelines for the use of formal SDL as a descriptive tool


Steve Randall reported that STF132 had begun three experimentation projects to evaluate the usefulness of the descriptive SDL guidelines elaborated in DEG/MTS�00050.  These projects are:


� SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h �	Radio Access layer 2 and layer 3 protocols from UMTS;


� SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h �	Radio link Control Protocol (RCP) from BRAN;


� SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h �	Cordless Terminal Mobility Incoming call (CTMI) layer 3 protocol from QSig.


The UMTS and BRAN projects require close co-operation between the members of STF132, the PEX group and the TBs involved whereas the SDL for the QSig CTMI protocol was being modified (using the guidelines) entirely within the STF.  Good progress had been made on all three projects and the final draft of DEG/MTS-00050 is expected to be presented for MTS approval according to the current schedule.


� AUTONUMLGL \e �2.2�	STF98 - Quality of Standards; follow�on and implementation


A brief summary of the status of STF98 was given by Steve Randall in the absence of any appointed STF Leader.  He reported that the changes to DEG/MTS-00039-2 suggested at the previous meeting of TC�MTS had been made and the document had been placed on the MTS Server in November 1998 for approval by correspondence.  However, due to an oversight on his part, no notification was sent to the members of TC�MTS so the approval had not yet been gained.  The TB approval date was reset for 23 April 1999 if no adverse comments are received.


It was also reported that the remaining resources for this STF will be distributed between John Horrocks and Steve Randall who will, between them, complete the debugging of the WinWord macros for ETSI rapporteurs and promote their use to other STFs and Technical Bodies.


� AUTONUMLGL \e �2.3�	STF99 - The incorporation of CATG techniques in the SDL validation methodology


The revision of the Validation Handbook (EG 201 015) to include a more detailed annex on Computer Aided Test Generation was completed using voluntary resources in November and approved by correspondence in December. This document is now out for Member Vote and will be published as Version 1.2.1 in June 1999


� AUTONUMLGL \e �2.4�	STF120 - Application of the revised policy on validation and testing


Steve Randall reported that STF120 had made changes to DEG/MTS�00055, "Planning for Validation and test development" and the slide presentation which formed their secondary deliverable, MI/MTS�00064 to present a more positive view of the benefits of validation and test development as required by MTS in October 1998.  These changes had been reviewed and approved by the members of MTS in December 1998 and the document will be published as EG 202 017 in May 1999 when it completes the Member Voting phase.


� AUTONUMLGL \e �2.5�	STF121 - Harmonized integration of ASN.1, TTCN and SDL


Anthony Wiles reported that the work of STF121 is almost complete and that its deliverable, DTR/MTS�00054, "A harmonized integration of ASN.1, TTCN and SDL", had been submitted to this meeting for approval according to schedule. With regard to the SDL2000 data model, STF121 had been able to offer either partial solutions or alternative solutions for information objects, open types and ASN.1 parameterisation in SDL.


STF121's proposals for changes in ITU�T recommendation Z.105 will be carried forward by Milan Zoric (ETSI PEX) who is the newly appointed rapporteur for this document in Study Group 10.  Proposals for changes to ISO/IEC 9646�3 and ITU�T X.680 will be supported by effort from STF133.


� AUTONUMLGL \e �2.6�	STF133 - Production of TTCN Version 3


Anthony Wiles reported on the progress of STF133 as follows:


� SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h �	The basic document had been ported from FrameMaker to Word;


� SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h �	All reported defects had been corrected;


� SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h �	DTR/MTS�00061(TTCN Edition 2++) had been made available in time for approval at MTS#28


STF133's proposals for the content of TTCN Edition 3 were presented in detail. These included:


� SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h �	the partitioning of TTCN into a core testing language and  a conformance presentation syntax (other presentation syntaxes could be developed for different uses);


� SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h �	the implementation of STF121's proposals on the harmonisation of TTCN and ASN.1;


� SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h �	the introduction of a small number of new language concepts required by users.


The work of STF133 is intended to be submitted as a contribution to the ITU�T SG 10 Q.8. Determination of the 3rd edition of TTCN is being sought for the November meeting of SG 10 but this date seems unrealistic for STF133. A stable document will not be ready before April 2000 and the chairman was asked to communicate this date to SG 10.


� AUTONUMLGL \e �3�	New STFs in 1999


The members of MTS considered proposals for the following three new STFs and requested that they should all be presented to the ETSI membership for possible inclusion in the Funded Work Programme of 2000:


� SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h �	The development of a new generation of encoding control capabilities in ASN.1 (Expert Telecoms);


� SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h �	The compilation of a rapporteur's handbook for the production of high�quality SDL (PQM Consultants);


� SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h �	The validation of TTCN Ed.3 and alignment with UML and IDL (ETSI PEX).


� AUTONUMLGL \e �4�	Portability of SDL models between tools


The portability of SDL models between automated tools has been an unresolved issue within TC�MTS since 1997 when attempts were made to load the INAP CS2 model created by STC�SPS3 using TeleLogic's SDT tool into Verilog's ObjectGeode package.  Since then, similar problems have been encountered when loading the TSP1+ model from ObjectGeode into SDT.  Little progress has been made in that time and François Englebert of Verilog reiterated the problems in his presentation to MTS.  A significant step at this meeting was an offer by the ETSI PEX group to chair a series of meetings between he two major tool suppliers to review the existing known compatibility problems and to attempt to reach an acceptable solution for each one.  This proposal was accepted by both suppliers.


NOTE:	As far as the concrete case of INAP CS2 is concerned, it was recognized that MTS does not have the authority to change the SDL model to achieve compatibility with ObjectGeode and that this issue should be brought to an SPS3 meeting by any interested party.


� AUTONUMLGL \e �5�	Other issues


Status reports on the TSP1+ and Network Integration Testing projects were given by representatives from CSELT and presentations were given by:


� SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h �	Milan Zoric (ETSI PEX) on the content of SDL2000;


� SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h �	Expert Telecoms on proposed extensions to ASN.1 to improve the control of encoding rules;


� SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h �	Telelogic on the Unified Modelling Language;


� AUTONUMLGL \e �6�	Next meeting


The 29th  meeting of TC�MTS will be held in Sophia Antipolis, 19 - 21 October 1999.


