Executive Summary of the 29th Meeting of TC‑MTS

Sophia Antipolis, 19 - 21 October 1999

1
General

The 29th meeting of ETSI Technical Committee ”Methods for Testing and Specification” (TC‑MTS) was held in the Amphitheatre at ETSI's headquarters in Sophia Antipolis on 19 ‑ 21 October 1999 with 23 participants from 8 countries representing the ETSI secretariat and 18 member organizations. The meeting was chaired by Dr Dieter Hogrefe of Fraunhofer Gesellschaft, supported by Vice‑Chairmen, Ari Ahtiainen of Nokia Research and Steve Randall of PQM Consultants.

The main issues of the meeting were:

SONDZEICHEN 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h 
the progress of TC‑MTS STFs since March 1999;
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allocation of resources to STFs for 2000;

-
the role of ETSI, and TC-MTS in particular, in interoperability testing.

Presentations were given by invited speakers on:
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SDL2000;
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Interoperability testing with viewpoints presented by:
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a manufacturer;
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a test house;
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a user organization;
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ETSI.

2
Progress of STFs

2.1
STF132
The validation of guidelines for the use of formal SDL as a descriptive tool

Steve Randall reported that the work of STF132 had been completed with 2 months of effort unused.  The main deliverable (DEG/MTS‑00050) has recently completed Member Vote successfully and will be published shortly as EG 202 106.

2.2
STF121
Harmonized integration of ASN.1, TTCN and SDL

Anthony Wiles reported that the work of STF121 is complete and that its deliverable, DTR/MTS‑00054, "A harmonized integration of ASN.1, TTCN and SDL", has now been published as TR 101 680

2.6
STF133
Production of TTCN Version 3

Anthony Wiles reported on the progress of STF133 as follows:
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the final editing meeting was proceeding well in parallel with TC‑MTS;
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all agreed changes will be incorporated within the next week;
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the final draft will be made available for MTS review in February 2000;

Determination of the document as an ITU‑T SG10 contribution is now planned for April 2000 with approval in the Summer of the same year.

AUTONRDEZ \e 
STF141
Guidelines for the use of the UML in ETSI standards

Steve Randall reported that the Initial Study into the possible use of Object Orientation in ETSI standards was completed and published as TR 105 105.  Work is now proceeding with the development of the guidelines for using OO (and UML in particular) within the standards development process.  The Scope and Table of Contents for DEG/MTS‑00062 were presented and approved.  STF141 identified a concern that the use of UML could, in the case of a simple protocol, add unnecessary complexity to the specification but that the guidelines would attempt to address that issue.

At the March meeting of TC‑MTS, Steve Randall identified the need for additional resources for STF141 (4 man months).  Efforts by the Chairman and Mr Berrini of the ETSI Secretariat had ensured that this would be available if the Board approves the proposals for the allocation of the FWP2000 funds.

AUTONRDEZ \e 
STF153
Application of Technical Quality Guidelines to the TSP1+ protocol standard

At the previous meeting of TC‑MTS in March 1999, the draft standard for the Test Synchronization Protocol, TSP1+, had been presented for approval.  Although the technical content was considered to be quite acceptable, the draft did not conform in any way to the drafting rules and MTS's own guidelines on technical quality.  The Board agreed that 2 man‑months could be used by a new STF to address these problems.

Steve Randall reported that the text has been completely revised although none of the technical content of the original had been lost and that most of its informative text had been maintained but moved to annexes.  The SDL model has been considerably simplified but it is unlikely that a final model conforming to the descriptive SDL guidelines will be available before the end of January 2000.  It is hoped that this SDL model will be able to be considered as the normative description of TSP1+.

3
New STFs in 1999

The Chairman reported that following the Member Consultation exercise in July and August and discussions in OCG, 160kEuro has been proposed as an allocation to TC‑MTS from the FWP2000 budget.  At the time of the MTS meeting, this figure required final approval from the Board but if that proves successful, TC‑MTS would be able to support the approximately 4 additional months for STF141 plus a new STF of approximately 8 months.  TC‑MTS agreed that the TTCN Ed.3 validation project would be the most appropriate one to select.

5
Interoperability Testing

Given the current interest within ETSI in the issue of Interoperability Testing, TC‑MTS felt it was worthwhile to revisit the subject and to try to reach some conclusion on its own responsibilities, if any, in this area.  Four presentations were given on different aspects of Interoperability Testing.  These were:
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A manufacturer's view, from Gerfried Handke of Unisys;
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A test house's view, from Catriona Ward of Cetecom;
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Some practical experience within a user organization (Eurocontrol), from Steve Randall of PQM Consultants;
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ETSI's proposal for Interoperability events ("Bake-Offs"), from Scott Cadzow, STF114.

There were two significant results from the discussions surrounding these presentations, as follows:

1. TC‑MTS will raise a new Work Item to revise EG 202 107,  "Planning for validation and testing in the standards-making process" to include a chapter describing the different aspects of Interoperability Testing and providing some high-level guidance on how it might be used by an ETSI TB.

2. The Chairman will try to arrange for a joint TIPHON / PEX / MTS session during TIPHON's March 2000 meeting in Sophia Antipolis.  This would provide an opportunity to promote MTS's guidelines on the use of formal specification methods such as SDL which should greatly increase the benefit that can be gained from the TIPHON Bake-Offs. 

6
Next meeting

The 30th meeting of TC‑MTS will be held in Sophia Antipolis, 21 - 23 March, 2000.

