Executive Summary of the 31st Meeting of TC‑MTS

Sophia Antipolis, 24 –25 October 2000

1
General

The 31st meeting of ETSI Technical Committee "Methods for Testing and Specification" (TC‑MTS) was held in the Vivaldi Room at ETSI's headquarters in Sophia Antipolis on 24‑25 October 2000 with 37 participants from 8 countries representing the ETSI secretariat and 23 member, observer and specially invited organizations. The meeting was chaired by Dr Dieter Hogrefe of Fraunhofer Gesellschaft, supported by Vice‑Chairmen, Ari Ahtiainen of Nokia Research and Steve Randall of PQM Consultants.

The main issues of the meeting were:

symbol 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h 
the progress of TC‑MTS STFs since March 2000;

symbol 45 \f "Arial" \s 10 \h 
the allocation of limited funds to STFs in 2001.

-
the use of formal languages in IP and 3rd Generation Mobile standards.

Presentations were given by invited speakers on:
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The INTERVAL project currently funded by the EC to extend SDL and TTCN with real‑time and performance‑related capabilities.

2
Progress of STFs

2.1
STF169
ASN.1 Encoding Control Notation for 3GPP and other application

Anthony Wiles reported that, following Board approval for funding from the Contingency Budget, STF169 had been set up in July 2000 to provide assistance for the completion of the ISO/ITU‑T standard on an ASN.1 Encoding Control Notation (ECN) and to publish the text of the standard as an ETSI deliverable (TS) in time for it to be available for use by 3GPP.

Initial problems in the management of the project, mostly the result of a number of mis‑understandings between ETSI and those already working on the standard, have been resolved and a good working relationship has been established.  A draft of the document in ETSI format was available for MTS to view and it is expected to have an approved TS in January 2001.  The remaining effort available will be used in the development of extensive working examples of the use of ECN

2.6
STF156
Production of TTCN Version 3

Anthony Wiles reported that the core definition of TTCN-3 and the specification of the tabular presentation format had been completed and approved in time for the official launch of the language which took place during the two days prior to the TC‑MTS #31 meeting and which was considered by those taking part to be a great success.

Work is likely to continue, initially on a voluntary basis, on the completion of a graphical presentation format.  This was started within STF156 but involves considerably more effort than was originally envisaged.  There was considerable discussion on this subject and a number of member organizations agreed to provide the resources to allow the work to proceed into 2001.

2.3
STF141
Guidelines for the use of the UML in ETSI standards

Steve Randall reported that work on the guidelines for the use of the UML has been completed and that the main deliverable (DEG/MTS‑00062) was available for approval at this meeting [it was subsequently approved].  An extensive worked example had been added as an annex to the document and was also available in electronic format for import into UML tools.

At the request of EP‑TIPHON, a member of STF141 will attend TIPHON WG1 meetings in November and December to provide assistance in their introduction of UML to part of their standardization process.

3
New STFs in 2001

Although final Board approval had not been received at the time of this MTS meeting, it was expected that the proposed STF on updating SDL guidelines to the SDL2000 specification would receive only a small proportion of the requested funding from the FWP.  The project will now be spread over two years and will be limited to the Descriptive SDL guidelines.  A PTCC project for the maintenance of TTCN‑3 is likely to be fully funded in 2001.

5
Presentations

Presentations were given by invited speakers on the following subject areas of interest to members of TC‑MTS:

1.
The use of SDL in IP standardization,
Reinhard Scholl, ETSI Secretariat

2.
The use of SDL in 3GPP,

Philippe Leblanc, Telelogic Technologies

3.
The EC INTERVAL Project

Jean‑Luc Roux, Telelogic Technologies






Dieter Hogrefe, Fraunhofer Gesellschaft






Susanne Graf, Verimag






Helmut Neukirchen, Lübeck Institut für Telematik

Each presentation promoted lively discussion and provided useful information for those present.

6
Next meeting

The 32nd meeting of TC‑MTS will be held in Sophia Antipolis, 14 – 16 March, 2000.

