Executive Summary of the 34th Meeting of TC‑MTS

Rome, 10 – 11 April 2002

1
General

The 34th meeting of ETSI Technical Committee "Methods for Testing and Specification" (TC‑MTS) was held at Telecom Italia Mobile's headquarters in Rome on 10 & 11 April 2002  with 20 participants from 7 countries representing the ETSI secretariat and 13 member, observer and specially invited organizations. The meeting was chaired by Dr Dieter Hogrefe of Fraunhofer Gesellschaft, supported by Vice‑Chairmen Ari Ahtiainen of Nokia and Steve Randall of PQM Consultants.

The main issues of the meeting were:

symbol 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h 
the progress of TC‑MTS STFs since October 2002;

symbol 45 \f "Arial" \s 10 \h 
the development of a graphical presentation format for TTCN‑3.

-
the development of Network Integration testing for UMTS.

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h 
the ITU-T Language Coordination Project.

2
Progress of STFs

2.6
STF187/213 - Maintenance of TTCN Version 3

Anthony Wiles reported that over 100 change requests to the core language had been received, processed and resolved. These were classified as:

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h 
Editorial

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h 
Clarifications

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h 
Corrections & simplifications

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h 
Additions and improvements

There were also a smaller number of requests for changes to the Tabular Presentation Format.  These, too, have been addressed.

A strategy for synchronizing the release of the various TTCN-3 deliverables was discussed and agreed.  Those that are available now will be put to Member Vote but not published until the final deliverable (Operational Semantics) has been completed and approved later this year.

Ina Scheiferdecker presented the work that has been done within the STF on the Graphical TTCN3 presentation Format (GFT). This is based on Message Sequence Charts but with some additional symbology. Some misconceptions about GFT within ITU-T SG17 are now understood and it is clear what modification need to be made to the document to overcome them.

2.1
STF188 – Revision of Descriptive SDL to SDL2000

Steve Randall, reported that the work of STF188 had been completed within both schedule and budget.  The deliverables (version 2 of EG 202 106 and SDL & MSC usage checklists) had been available for review by MTS for over 4 weeks.

The basic structure of the EG has not changed much since the first edition although a new chapter on the use of languages within protocol standards had been added and the emphasis has been shifted to cover not only the use of SDL itself but also the use of MSC, ASN.1 and UML with SDL. The chapters on data, system structure and MSC had been extensively rewritten due mainly to the changes in the languages.

The deliverables were approved by TC‑MTS and the EG will go to member vote.  However, publication will be held until suitable software tools are publicly available for the support of SDL2000 and MSC2000.

3
New STFs in 2003

The following areas of work were considered and discussed as possible proposals for STFs in 2003 in the order of priority:

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h 

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h 
Ongoing maintenance of TTCN-3 (4mm);


Preparation of TTCN-3 tutorial material (8mm);

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h 
Making Better Standards as a book (2MM);

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h 
TCI;

Benefits of using an STF to produce "Making Better Standards" as a book (as opposed to the CD/Web pages being produced by STF217 in 2002) were identified.

 AUTONUMLGL \e 
Other topics

Other topics covered during the meeting included:

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h 
the future work of TC-MTS

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h 
the possibility of defining an action syntax for UML

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h 
collaboration with ITU-T SG17 in the production of a second edition of their CD‑ROM promoting the use of formal languages such as SDL

6
Next meetings

Currently planned meetings of TC-MTS are as follows:

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h 
MTS#35

Sophia Antipolis
23 – 25 October 2002.

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h 
MTS#36

Budapest

25 – 27 March 2003

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h 
MTS#37

Sophia Antipolis
14 – 16 October 2003

