Executive Summary of the 35th Meeting of TC‑MTS

Sophia Antipolis, October 23 - 24 2002

1
General

The 35th meeting of ETSI Technical Committee "Methods for Testing and Specification" (TC‑MTS) was held at ETSI's headquarters in Sophia Antipolis on 23 & 24 October 2002  with 25 participants from 10 countries representing the ETSI secretariat and 15 member, observer and specially invited organizations. The meeting was chaired by Dr Dieter Hogrefe of Fraunhofer Gesellschaft, supported by Vice‑Chairmen Ari Ahtiainen of Nokia and Steve Randall of PQM Consultants.

The main issues of the meeting were:

symbol 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h 
proposed revisions to the ToR of TC‑MTS to cover the work of the IP Testing group (IPT);

symbol 45 \f "Arial" \s 10 \h 
the allocation of FWP resources to MTS STFs in 2003;

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Arial" \s 10 \h 
IP testing methods;

-
the development of Network Integration testing for UMTS;

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h 
an action syntax for UML 2.0.

2
Progress of STFs

2.6
STF213 - Maintenance of TTCN Version 3

Anthony Wiles reported that one of the main activities of STF213 in 2002 had been the preparation of training material for TTCN‑3.  György Réthy, Ericsson, presented this material.  It is primarily an introduction to the language and, as such, MTS decided to re-classify the document as a TR rather than an EG.

A number of requests for changes to the core TTCN‑3 language have also been addressed.

Ina Scheiferdecker, Fokus IITB, reported that the status of the Graphical presentation Format for TTCN‑3 (GFT) had changed little since MTS#34 but that it had been sent to IUT‑T SG17 for their comments.  None had been received so it had subsequently been submitted to the ETSI MV process.  The TTCN-3 Operational Semantics specification had also been submitted to MV at the same time.

2.1
STF217 – Revision Making Better Standards

Steve Randall, reported that the work of STF217 had not gone entirely to schedule due to some unexpected personal circumstances and the fact that one of the STF members was selected for the EC OPIUM project shortly after the start of STF217.  The slippage caused by these two events had almost been recovered and would be fully recovered by the end of 2002.

A considerable amount of the text required for the new revision has been prepared and work has started on incorporating this material into a prototype web site. The STF planned to make this available to the members of MTS for review by early December 2002.

3
New STFs in 2003

Although at the time of MTS#35 it was not clear how much resource was going to be made available for MTS STFs in 2003, the current proposals from OCG supported:

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h 
Ongoing maintenance of TTCN-3 with reduced funding;

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h 
Preparation of TTCN-3 tutorial material with reduced funding;

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h 
the continuation of the Making Better Standards web site development with reduced funding;

It had not been possible to gain the support of 4 MTS member organization for the production of "Making Better Standards" as a book (as opposed to the CD/Web pages being produced by STF217 in 2002) so this project had been withdrawn.

Some members of TC‑MTS expressed an interest in developing the TTCN‑3 Control Interface (TCI) by voluntary or EC funding so this was given a very low priority for FWP funding.

 AUTONUMLGL \e 
Other topics

Other topics covered during the meeting included:

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h 
approval of the revised MTS Terms of reference

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Arial" \s 10 \h 
the promotion of MTS methods and languages to the IRTF and IETF;

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h 
a presentation by Dr Marko Boger of Gentleware on the value of UML models

6
Next meetings

Currently planned meetings of TC-MTS are as follows:

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h 
MTS#36
Budapest
25 – 27 March 2003

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h 
MTS#37
Sophia Antipolis
14 – 16 October 2003

