ETSI TC-MTS					MTS 03/97 TD 05


						( )


	


European Telecommunications Standards Institute			


ETSI TC-MTS	Methods for Testing and Specification


Source :		TC MTS Chairman


Subject: 		23rd MTS Ordinary Meeting	- 


Title :		Detailed Minutes of the 23rd TC MTS meeting in Sophia Antipolis -  March 1996


Status: 		Draft Version : a  (1.04.97)  - only consisting of executive summary








Table of Contents








(Only executive summary)








�
EUROPEAN TELECOMMUNICATIONS				ETSI TC MTS (97) 02


STANDARD INSTITUTE























ETSI TECHNICAL COMMITTEE MTS











METHODS FOR TESTING AND SPECIFICATION




















Executive summary of


Ordinary Meeting N. 23 held in Sophia (Fr)


11-13 March 1997


�
�



�
Executive Summary of the 23rd Ordinary Meeting of ETSI TC MTS





Sophia Antipolis, 11-13 March 1997








Introduction


The 23rd ordinary meeting of the ETSI TC MTS "Methods for Testing and Specification" was held in Sophia Antipolis from Tuesday 11 to Thursday 13 March 1997. It was attended by 34 participants, from 9 countries (IT, FI, GB, DE, FR, SE, ES, NL, HR), representing 14 Full Members (France Telecom/CNET, STET/CSELT, Telefonica de España S.A., KPN Research, Ericsson Utvecklings AB, Italtel, Nokia Research, Siemens AG, Institut Fur Telematik, ITS, Expert Telecomms GmbH, PQM Consultants, Sigos Systemintegration GmbH, CS/Verilog SA) and 5 Observers (Telelogic AB, IDACOM Electronics GmbH, Unisys Deutscland GmbH, Sema Group Telecom, EWOS/EGCT).


Main decisions and main items


Approval of documents


The following documents were approved for publication:


TR 101 028 ; DTR/MTS-00035


Statistical survey on the usage of ISO 9646 notations and concepts in European Companies and Organisations.


The survey is ~30 pages; it  contains a 2 page executive summary, and ~30 pages of commented data, analysis of free comments,  and other findings (plus a methodological technical annex).





Result of PT77V�
TC MTS organised and made in 1996 a statistical survey - followed by a statistical analysis and reporting -  on the usage by the European telecommunications market players of the TTCN  Abstract Test Suites (ATSs) produced by ETSI. The survey was based on questionnaires (500 sent; 100 answered). The questionnaires were answered by European testing laboratories, network element and terminal equipment manufacturers, network operators, etc., covering different technical domains (such as ISDN, GSM, DECT, etc.).


The main indications have been that testing with the ETSI ATS has limited influence on influencing procurement. However, the ATSs are appreciated and used by the market. They are used in different ways: 1)  not modified, as in the case of some Test Labs, or 2) customised (and maintained, according to individual company needs), as in the case of some Manufacturers and Network Operators.


Some indications for improvement have clearly resulted (make them available earlier, plan for maintenance and alignment to base standards, validation, not only conformance test suites, etc.).�
�
 DTR/MTS 00045


TR ttt ttt: TTCN interim version including ASN.1 1994 support (ISO 9646-3).


Note: an investigation in cooperation with ETSI ECS is ongoing, to prevent possible copyright problems with ISO/IEC, before the TR becomes actually materially available on paper. In the meantime the new version can be accessed electronically for working reasons and commenting from some ftp servers, including the ETSI ftp server, mts_a area.


Result of Voluntary Work of ETSI MTS and EWOS ECGT�
This TR is a major contribution to the publication of the 2nd edition of the TTCN standard (IS 9646-3 edition 2) expected by ISO/IEC. This work will be contributed to ISO and is likely to become the basis for the new official version of TTCN.


It has to be noted that the work has been coordinated by ETSI TC MTS, in cooperation with the ISO Rapporteur and with the cooperation of EWOS/EGCT.


The current result will allow to use some new features of  the TTCN notation that are essential to telecommunications (such as concurrency, modularity and ASN.1 94 support) that were not available in the first edition.�
�
DTR/MTS 0037-1


TR 101 023-1 : Portability of SDL specifications





Result of PT 86V�
This technical report documents the results of trials aimed at establishing the degree of portability of SDL, MSCs and ASN.1 descriptions between a number of selected SDL tools. 


The distribution of executable SDL models has a clear value for the standard users and therefore tool independent and freely interchangeable SDL models are a necessity. 


The general conclusion from the study, at least with respect to ObjectGEODE and  SDT tools, is that portability of SDL-88 specifications works in practice. Concerning SDL-92 this study has helped the tool manufacturers to resolve some problems, but some specific issues still need to be resolved in the manner identified during this study. Tool vendors are also reporting progress in achieving portability using CIF (Common Interchange Format).


It is recommended that ETSI delivers the formal descriptions in several formats (PR, CIF and SDT format as well as pdf format).�
�
DTR/MTS-00030-2


TR 101 034-2;  Report on experiments in validation methodology. QSIG-CTM experiment.


Result of PT65�
It is a technical document describing the methodological experience gained  in validating SDL specifications.


The experience gained has been reflected into a more general methodological handbook on SDL validation (ETR 298).�
�
REG/MTS-00046�
New version of ETR 212 “Implementation Conformance Statement (ICS) style guide”, containing minor improvements.�
�



Publication of documents since the last Meeting / Withdrawal of documents


The ETR 303 - Test Syncronisation Protocol 1 (TSP1) specification has been published.


The ETR 22 and ETR 153 were withdrawn in order to prevent misalignment as EWOS has published 2nd editions of 2 corresponding ETGs (009 and 043).


Closed WIs


MI/MTS-0005 (Methods for TMN Testing) and DEG/MTS-00013 (formal SDL development methodology) were closed because no activity has actually taken place on them since quite a while. On SDL matters (SDL development methodology), other WIs exist in MTS that cover more specific aspects.


Creation of WIs


DES/MTS-00051 was created. The purpose is the publication of an ETSI standard defining an enhanced version of the TSP1 protocol (already specified by MTS in the ETR 303). The TSP1 (developed in cooperation with EURESCOM) has already been adopted by some European testing tools manufacturers. The reasons for an enhanced version and an ETSI standard (ES) are related to the wish of the Network Operators and Network Elements Manufacturers represented in MTS to allow their companies to procure commercial testing equipment (from different vendors) that can more easily integrated into more complex testing environments, i.e. for system testing and regression testing purposes, or for “Network Integration Testing” purposes, for ONP testing purposes, etc..


Note : The current TSP1 protocol (ETR 303) specifies the typical basic messages and procedures that are needed to control different physical testing equipment during testing campaigns of a distributed nature, e.g. End to End testing of services provided by different Network Operators, and, more in general, testing in the framework of the EII. The aspect that need extensions and need to be standardised are still related to the execution and configuration phases of the distributed testing sessions.


Note: Liaisons to ISO and/or ITU for developing a global TSP1 standard will be considered in the future, as well as the production of a TSP1 with the status of EN.


Cooperation, liaisons, other TC MTS work


TC MTS confirmed its support to the proposal originated from Sema Group for the creation of a specific project under the general EC SMT program (Testing and Measurement Tools). The proposal from Sema aims at the open specification and definition of "TTCN ATS metrics" and their implementation on specific tools (such metrics are algorithms to measure some aspects of  technical quality in the way TTCN ATSs are written, e.g. to ensure readability, limited complexity, etc.).


As usual, the Committee has reviewed the activities of its methodological Project Teams, in particular in the area of ASN.1, SDL and TTCN : the implications of using ASN.1 ’94 and how to use SDL for descriptive and illustrative purposes were considered.  In particular, regarding the review of the work plan for PT96 (Use of ASN.1 94 in ETSI standards) it was agreed to establish a review committee, which can support the work of that PT by being allowed to comment any intermediate results produced by the project team.


Next meetings and conclusions


It was confirmed that the next meeting will be will be in Bruxelles, hosted by EWOS:


June 97, from Tuesday 17 to Thursday 19.


NOTE : the election of the new Chairman of TC MTS will be an agenda item of this  meeting.


The 2 following meetings are both planned at ETSI Headquarters, Sophia Antipolis:


	October 97, from Tuesday 21 to Thursday 23.


	March 98, from Tuesday 24 to Thursday 26.


In winding up the meeting, the Chairman thanked delegates for their contribution to the proceedings, and ETSI for hosting the meeting.
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