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1
Meeting Formalities

The 33rd meeting of ETSI Technical Committee MTS (Methods for Testing and Specification) was held in the Hermes room at ETSI’s headquarters, Sophia Antipolis, on 24th and 25th October 2001.  The meeting was attended by 19 participants from 5 countries representing the ETSI Secretariat, ETSI members and representatives of ITU-T SG17.

1.1
Chairman’s opening remarks

The chairman welcomed all participants to the meeting and the agenda was approved with slight modifications to the timetable.

1.2
Minutes of TC-MTS#32

The minutes from the previous meeting were approved with no comment; they can be seen as TD022.

The action points from the previous meeting were reviewed, there were no pending action items.

1.3
MTS Terms of Reference

The new MTS Terms of Reference, drafted and agreed by MTS during the last meeting, were officially approved by the ETSI Board members during Board#32 (25th to 26th April 2001).

2
Meeting Reports

2.1
Report from OCG Meetings

Two OCG meetings have taken place since the last MTS meeting.  MTS chairman, Dieter Hogrefe, attended the last OCG and Board meetings, which took place in Sophia Antipolis earlier in the same week as MTS#33.  These meetings were of particular interest to MTS as funding for next year was decided and information was given on how to allocate funding.  The procedure for funding allocation was different this year. The ETSI members voted on allocating funding to committees and not to specific work items.  

2.2 
Report from Board Meetings 

MTS chairman, Dieter Hogrefe, presented a Board document, which showed the interest of ETSI members in each committee; in this document MTS was just above average but this is to be expected, as it is a small committee.  However only 4% of the members voted therefore the Board decided to stop this procedure, as this is not a good representation of the whole of the members or of opinions within their companies.  Funding will now be allocated, based on discussions between chairmen of the committees.  This time MTS received basically what they asked for, which is 70k€ for 2002 (around 6 man-months) and 35k€ for 2003 (around 3 man-months).

In the Board meeting a presentation was made by members of the PTCC (Anthony Wiles, Milan Zoric, Ultan Mulligan and Colin Willcock) on the promotion of languages, this was well received by the chairmen at the meeting.  A brochure has been produced on TTCN-3 and they have plans to make brochures for other languages.

2.3
Reports from other meetings

There were no reports from any other meetings.

3
Secretariat matters

3.1
Status of new MTS deliverables

Since MTS#32, the following seven deliverables have been published:

	Work Item
	Document N°
	Title
	Date

	DES/MTS-00063-1
	ES 201 873-1 v1.1.1
	The Tree and Tabular Combined Notation version 3; Part 1: TTCN-3 Core Language
	21-03-2001

	RES/MTS-00063-1r1
	ES 201 873-1 v1.1.2
	The Tree and Tabular Combined Notation version 3; Part 1: TTCN-3 Core Language
	19-06-2001

	DES/MTS-00063-2
	ES 201 873-2 v1.1.1
	The Tree and Tabular Combined Notation version 3; Part 2: TTCN-3 Tabular Presentation Format
	21-03-2001

	RES/MTS-00063-2r1
	ES 201 873-2 v1.1.2
	The Tree and Tabular Combined Notation version 3; Part 2: TTCN-3 Tabular Presentation Format (TFT)
	19-06-2001

	RTR/MTS-00063-3r1
	TR 101 873-3 v1.1.2
	The Tree and Tabular Combined Notation version 3; Part 3: TTCN-3 Graphical Presentation Format (GFT)
	19-06-2001

	DTS/MTS-00068
	TS 101 969 v1.1.1
	Abstract Syntax Notation One (ASN.1) encoding rules; Specification of Encoding Control Notation (ECN) [Draft ITU-T Recommendation X.692]
	22-05-2001

	REG/MTS-00076
	EG 201 872 v1.2.1
	Methodological approach to the use of object-orientation in the standards making process
	21-08-2001


Action 33/1: Rick Reed to check when X.692 will be published by ITU-T; once this is done MTS will withdraw TS 101 969.

4
MTS Liaisons

4.1
Update on ITU activities
Milan Zoric reported on the last ITU-T Study Group 10 meeting.

The Z.105 text has been updated to include ASN.1 97 references and is now out for member comments.

5
Work Programme Review
5.1
Status of open work items

The target dates of current work items were updated during the meeting.

Concerning the TTCN-3 training material work item (DEG/MTS-00075), no STF funding was obtained but work will continue via voluntary contribution from MTS members.

5.2
2001 FWP: Status of STF proposals

The current status of this work is that TTCN maintenance and the GFT work have been started, and STF 188 have begun work on the guidelines.

5.3
2002 FWP: New STF proposals

Out of the proposals from MTS for STF work in 2002, two projects will start: continuation of the maintenance, this will be funded from the PTCC budget, and the work on Making Better Standards, this will be funded from the Funded Work Programme budget.

5.4
STF169 (ASN.1 ECN)

Steve Randall reported on the work of STF 169.  At the last MTS meeting, during the conference call with interested ECN partners, it was agreed to publish the TS, this has now been done.  It was also agreed that the remaining STF effort was to be used for completing the examples, which were being worked on and for writing tutorial material.  Steve Randall remained leader of STF, although not active in this area of the work.  For this work, contracts were issued to three people.  Steve Randall enquired about the progress of work to John Larmouth, who is one of the three people who were given contracts, around one month ago but he got no response.  Steve Randall proposed to close down STF 169 due to lack of interest and he noted that this work is less important from the point of view of MTS than the TS, which has already been published.  It was decided to do this and to hand back the remaining budget.

5.5
STF 188 (Handbook)

Steve Randall presented a summary of the progress of this work; this is available as TD011.  The original document was based on SDL 96; the guidelines are to be brought up to date with SDL 2000.

Work was started in May 2001 and is progressing well, it will continue until some time in 2002.

The main goals of revising this handbook are to extend descriptive SDL guidelines to cover UML and more aspects of MSC and ASN.1 while maintaining SDL as the core of the document.

The SDL Checklist is available as TD010 and an incomplete draft of the guidelines is TD009.

Completed but not reviewed within the STF are revisions of the chapter on presentation and layout and the chapter on use of data.  After discussions, a few amendments to the content were decided.

The draft EG is due to be finished in March 2002, the MSC checklist also in March 2002, and MTS approval of both the EG and the checklist is planned for December 2002. 

5.6
STF187 (TTCN-3 Maintenance)

Anthony Wiles presented the progress of the work of STF 187, on TTCN-3 maintenance.  The first part of the presentation concerned the current status of the standard, which is to come out of STF 187 (the relevant temporary documents are TD005, TD014, TD016 and TD020).  The STF has had two working sessions of around two weeks each; one in May and the other in October (which was taking place at the same time as the MTS meeting).  The technical work was to be finished during the session taking place in parallel with the MTS meeting; the STF has used all of its resources.  Anthony Wiles explained the major restructuring and technical work, which has been performed during these work sessions.  Colin Willcock presented the technical background to this work, all of the issues raised in TD016, a contribution from Ericsson, have been resolved.

The second part of the discussion, was based around the question as to what kind of change request procedure was needed in the future for TTCN-3 as the standard was published quickly (intentionally) and the group is now receiving lots of feed-back (the relevant temporary documents are TD007, TD017 and TD018).  All of the issues raised in TD017 and TD018, contributions from Ericsson, have been resolved.

Anthony Wiles proposed that change requests should be handled by the TTCN maintenance STF and not by the PTCC or the secretariat.  He would like it to be web-based and only web-based, with collection of requests to be done when the STF meets and not on a daily basis; in TD007, Anthony Wiles lists the fields which should be present in the change request form.  He also proposed to have an MTS steering committee to finalize certain decisions.  These proposals were approved by MTS.  It was requested that when the final document is released for comment to MTS before approval, any comments be accompanied by a complete rationale and worked out solution.  The change request Steering Group will be composed of the following people: Os Monkewich, Ina Schieferdecker, Sarolta Dibuz, and Federico Engler, Dieter Hogrefe.

Action 33/2: Olle Hydbom to supply information to MTS on a web-based change request tool.

5.7
TTCN Runtime Interface (TRI)

The work was presented by Colin Willcock.  The document up for approval is TD003, it is a Technical Report of the work on TRI, Colin thanked those who had done work on this as it was all done voluntarily.

Colin’s presentation covered the following points: goals of TRI, conceptual tester model, TRI examples, C language mapping and a TRI document overview.  It was decided to adopt and publish the document as a TR and to create a new work item to revise it as a TS, work on this is to be completed in March 2002.  Supporting members of the new work item are: Telelogic, Nokia, Fokus and Viag Interkom.

Colin Willcock stated that there is still the issue of what to do about the TCI; here Ina Schieferdecker made a proposal for new works item, see section 8.1.

6
Joint MTS/ITU-SG 17 meeting

6.1
STF187 (Graphical Format for TTCN-3)

Ina Schieferdecker presented the status of the work on GFT within STF 187.  They have identified some problems particularly with respect to its convergence with MSC, solutions have been proposed and discussed with ITU-T SG17.  The presentation included some simple examples of the use of GFT to specify test cases and an overview of the GFT specification document.

Dieter Hogrefe, MTS Chairman, made a point that has been highlighted within this project that it is difficult to manage MTS work when different members from the same company have (and express) very dissimilar technical views.  Members should try to ensure that consensus is reached within their companies before presenting a “Company” position.

6.2
Mapping of MSC data to SDL
Michael Andersson made a presentation on this subject.  A general conclusion was made that MSC 2000, which is the subject of the discussion, is not yet widely used by companies (they still use older versions), therefore there is a lack of interest in this work as they have not yet encountered any problems with it.

6.3
Time and Performance (INTERVAL project)

Concerning this project, Dieter Hogrefe gave brief summary of progress, although he said that there was nothing specifically new to report.  From the Interval project there have been some proposals for SDL, almost none for MSC and some for TTCN-3.  The main issue at the moment is how to make language extension proposals so that they are coherent across a single language.  Dieter Hogrefe invited people to take part in the interest group.  The goal of this group is to give input to MTS for TTCN and to ITU-T SDL and MSC; this may eventually lead to some language extensions if the committees believe it is worthwhile.
Anthony Wiles has received questions concerning “Real-time TTCN” and if it will be a new language.  Dieter Hogrefe confirmed that the output of the Interval project would be a change request to TTCN-3, not a new version of TTCN-3.  It was decided that the expression “Real-time for TTCN” should be used instead of “Real-time TTCN” to avoid confusion as to whether or not it is a new version of TTCN.

6.4
Making Better Standards

Milan Zoric explained why the work was needed and how it should be conducted.   The original book was perceived as very useful in ETSI, it was widely distributed and demanded.  Recently the PTCC have received direct enquiries about this and a pdf version of the original document has been found.  Today the presentation style and level is still appropriate but in many aspects it is outdated.  Different information is to be given on languages, approaches and procedures; certification has changed since the first publication.  The team should aim to maintain the basic message, style and level; and also update this with additional information.  It is yet to be determined whether to replace or extend the existing information.  Calls for experts need to be sent out now, with a view to starting work in January 2002.  There will be a steering committee for this work, composed of: Steve Randall, Milan Zoric, Anthony Wiles, Dieter Hogrefe, Sarolta Dibuz, Michael Andersson and Colin Willcock.

6.5
SDL and UML in the IETF/IESG

Ultan Mulligan gave a presentation (TD024) on the SPAN 12 API project, which is a joint project between ETSI SPAN12, 3GPP TSG CN WGS4 and the Parlay Group.  This presentation was previously given at the last ETSI Board meeting.

The presentation explained the functions included; showed an example, which is the 3GPP OSA Architecture; and where the framework fits in.  He also explained what for, why and how they used UML.  The UML model was built to serve two purposes: ETSI and 3GPP Word documents and  IDL namespace and data types are generated from the model.  The results of this work include: a single common source (UML), which ensures that the specifications are aligned and that the IDL code is identical to the specifications.  UML is available to participant companies therefore it permits the re-use / modification of UML in-house and contributions are often made based on UML.

Ultan Mulligan suggested that further use of the UML model would be the generation of Java APIs, this is ongoing work, and an XML version of API, for which the work has not yet started but will probably appear within the 3GPP Release 5 timeframe.

On the same subject, Steve Randall presented TD015, which is an e-mail of IETF origin entitled “Guidelines for the use of formal languages in IGTF specifications”.  The contents and implications of this e-mail were noted and discussed with no immediate further action for MTS, however it was requested to find out the exact origin of this e-mail and more details as to what it refers.

Action 33/3: Steve Randall to find out who wrote the original e-mail from IETF on “Guidelines for the use of formal languages in IGTF specifications” and to what specific case it refers.

6.6
Promotion of SDL, MSC, TTCN, ASN.1

Olle Hydbom gave a presentation on the current activities in the ITU for language promotion.

The ITU will produce a promotional CD-Rom Olle Hydbom would like input on this and welcomes any other ideas.  It was noted that 3GPP RNSAP (99-06) could be used freely for this CD.  There was a general consensus that the ETSI document describing descriptive SDL can be used.  The TTCN-3 work is to be accompanied by tutorial material.

Action 33/4: Dieter Hogrefe to update and provide the TTCN-3 tutorial material.

Anthony Wiles remarked that much of the material for the CD-Rom comes from ETSI and suggested that recognition for ETSI should be on a high level; it was agreed that this should be a joint venture between ITU and ETSI.  Before promoting either ETSI or the ITU, it should be written in a way, which promotes the languages.  It was agreed to use a joint label for the CD, the content of the cover sheet is to be determined by the SG17 and MTS chairmen.

Action 33/5: Olle Hydbom to look into producing this promotional CD-Rom and find out how to resolve copyright matters etc.

Discussions ensued as to the content of CD and questions were raised as to how to present the languages with a unique identifier, yet without losing the other languages and how to increase the attractiveness of SDL.  It was decided that Anthony Wiles should join the SG 17 group, which is working on this CD.

7
General feedback from the PEX

7.1
Liaison from WG LI to MTS

MTS has received a liaison statement from ETSI TC SEC LI, formally requesting MTS to withdraw document ETS 300 655 in which there is a name clash.  MTS agreed with this therefore ETS 300 655 is to be withdrawn based on the liaison statement.

Action 33/6: Dieter Hogrefe to draft a liaison statement reply to SEC LI confirming that MTS will withdraw ETS 300 655.

Action33/7: Jane Lloyd to ensure that ETS 300 655 is withdrawn.

7.2
Liaison from SG 7 to MTS

MTS has received a liaison statement from ITU-T SG 7; no direct action is to be taken by MTS.

Action 33/8: Colin Willcock to draft a liaison statement reply to ITU-T SG 7, on behalf of MTS.

8
Any Other Business

8.1
New items of interest for TC-MTS

Ina Schieferdecker made a presentation, proposing a new work item for MTS on TCI (TTCN-3 Control Interface).  She proposed to start the work with voluntary efforts from the MTS committee members, then if the workload demands it, to make a proposal for an STF for 2003.  This new work item proposal was approved by MTS with the following supporting members: Nokia, Viag Interkom, Ericsson, Telelogic, Fokus and Motorola.  The work item form is TD027.

Ina Schieferdecker made another proposal for a new work item; this will be a TS with Jens Grabowski as rapporteur, work for this item is also to be done a voluntary basis by MTS committee members. The title of this new work item is “The IDL to TTCN-3 mapping”.  The reason for doing this work is that there is a huge set of systems that are developed with IDL technology; TTCN-3 could then be useful for this.  This work is also promotion for TTCN-3.  In the original Terms of Reference for TTCN, IDL is explicitly expressed as one of languages, which should be supported but due to time restrictions, this was not done.  This proposal was approved with the following supporting organisations: Telelogic, Fokus, Nokia & Ericsson.  The work item form is TD028.

Giulio Maggiore from TIM made a presentation and proposed a new work item on UMTS Testing Methodology.  The document will be a TR, containing experience from suppliers, an agreed methodology and a possible TSS for UMTS release 99.  It was suggested to create an exploder list for this work, however this decision will be made if the volume of e-mails relating to this work becomes too large or the content too specific for the MTS-GEN exploder list.  The work item proposal was approved with the following supporting members: TIM, Viag Interkom, Italtel and Nokia.

Action 33/9: Giulio Maggiore to provide the completed new work item form to Dieter Hogrefe, who must then pass it to the Secretariat for creation of the work item in the work programme database.

8.2
AOB

Interoperability testing: Philippe Cousin, ETSI Secretariat Interoperability Advisor, gave a presentation on interoperability testing.  Formerly known as Bake-Offs, these tests are now called Plugtests.  For more information see: http://www.etsi.org/plugtests/ or write to mailto:plugtests@etsi.fr.

9
Meeting closure
9.1
Summary of actions

	Action
	Responsibility
	Details

	33/1
	Rick Reed
	Check when X.692 will be published by ITU-T; once this is done MTS will withdraw TS 101 969.

	33/2
	Olle Hydbom
	Supply information to MTS on a web-based change request tool.

	33/3
	Steve Randall
	Find out who wrote the original e-mail from IETF on “Guidelines for the use of formal languages in IGTF specifications” and to what specific case it refers.

	33/4
	Dieter Hogrefe
	Update and provide the TTCN-3 tutorial material.

	33/5
	Olle Hydbom
	Look into producing this promotional CD-Rom and find out how to resolve copyright matters etc.

	33/6
	Dieter Hogrefe
	Draft a liaison statement reply to SEC LI confirming that MTS will withdraw ETS 300 655.

	33/7
	Jane Lloyd
	Ensure that ETS 300 655 is withdrawn.

	33/8
	Colin Willcock
	Draft a liaison statement reply to ITU-T SG 7, on behalf of MTS.

	33/9
	Giulio Maggiore
	Provide the completed new work item form to Dieter Hogrefe, who must then pass it to the Secretariat for creation of the work item in the work programme database.

	33/10
	Dieter Hogrefe
	Fix a date for the next meeting of MTS and inform the secretariat.


9.2
Confirmation of next meeting

The next meeting of MTS was originally planned for 27th to 29th March 2002, however the Secretariat is closed on 29th March 2002, as it is Good Friday, therefore a change of dates is to be decided.  The discussion as to the next meeting dates will next place using the MTS exploder list.

Action 33/10: Dieter Hogrefe to fix a date for the next meeting of MTS and inform the secretariat.

9.3
Chairman’s closing remarks

The chairman thanked all participants for attending the meeting and hoped to see everyone next year.
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