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1
Meeting Formalities

The 34th meeting of ETSI Technical Committee “Methods for Testing and Specification” (TC‑MTS) was held at the offices of Telecom Italia Mobile (TIM) in Rome, Italy on 10‑11 April 2002 with 20 participants from 7 countries representing the ETSI secretariat and 13 member, observer and specially invited organizations. The meeting was chaired by Dr Dieter Hogrefe of Fraunhofer Gesellschaft, supported by Vice‑Chairmen Ari Ahtiainen of Nokia and Steve Randall of PQM Consultants.

1.1
Chairman’s opening remarks

The chairman opened the meeting by welcoming all of the delegates to the meeting, thanking TIM for their hospitality and giving a brief introduction to the main agenda items.

1.2
Minutes of 33rd TC‑MTS Meeting

The minutes of the 33rd meeting of TC‑MTS were presented by the chairman and approved by the meeting.

1.3
Matters Arising

The open action points from the 33rd meeting of TC‑MTS were reviewed.  The following is a summary of the review:

	Action
	Responsibility
	Details
	Status

	33/1
	Rick Reed
	Check when X.692 will be published by ITU-T; once this is done MTS will withdraw TS 101 969.
	Completed. However, X.692 is not yet approved so action remains

	33/2
	Olle Hydbom
	Supply information to MTS on a web-based change request tool.
	Not completed. Further discussions are required within Telelogic

	33/3
	Steve Randall
	Find out who wrote the original e-mail from IETF on “Guidelines for the use of formal languages in IGTF specifications” and to what specific case it refers.
	Unable to progress. Action dropped

	33/4
	Dieter Hogrefe
	Update and provide the TTCN-3 tutorial material.
	Obsolete. Extra funding has been recommended

	33/5
	Olle Hydbom
	Look into producing this promotional CD-Rom and find out how to resolve copyright matters etc.
	Complete. Discussion under agenda item 7.1

	33/6
	Dieter Hogrefe
	Draft a liaison statement reply to SEC LI confirming that MTS will withdraw ETS 300 655.
	Completed.  Liaison from SPAN to be discussed during the meeting

	33/7
	Jane Lloyd
	Ensure that ETS 300 655 is withdrawn.
	Obsolete.  This is not an MTS standard.

	33/8
	Colin Willcock
	Draft a liaison statement reply to ITU-T SG 7, on behalf of MTS.
	Not complete.

	33/9
	Giulio Maggiore
	Provide the completed new work item form to Dieter Hogrefe, who must then pass it to the Secretariat for creation of the work item in the work programme database.
	Complete

	33/10
	Dieter Hogrefe
	Fix a date for the next meeting of MTS and inform the secretariat.
	Complete


2
Meeting reports

2.1
Report from OCG Meetings

 AUTONUMLGL \e 
Report from Board Meetings

The chairman reported that Technical Organization Restructuring (TOR) group had been set up by the Board and that it had held three meetings so far.  A number of draft proposals have been prepared but none had been approved yet.  These proposals include the re-establishment of the Technical Assembly.

 AUTONUMLGL \e 
UMTS NIT start-up meeting

Giulio Maggiore reported that a start-up meeting of the MTS group interested in UMTS Network Integration Testing (NIT) had been held in Rome with good attendance from manufacturers and operators.  A Supplier Survey had been developed and the results will be discussed under agenda item 6.1 of this meeting.

4
Secretariat Matters

4.1
Status of TC‑MTS Deliverables

Since the 33rd meeting of TC‑MTS, there has been only 1 MTS documents published:

	Work Item
	Document No.
	Title
	Date

	DTR/MTS-00074
	TR 102 043
	The TTCN-3 Runtime Interface (TRI)
	02-April-02


Laurent Vreck reported that there are 13 active MTS work items and that 7 documents were being presented for approval at MTS#34. These are:

	Work Item
	Title

	DES/MTS-00063-1
	TTCN-3 Core Language

	DES/MTS-00063-2
	Tabular Presentation Format for TTCN-3 (TFT)

	DTR/MTS-00063-3
	Graphical Presentation Format for TTCN-3 (GFT)

	DTR/MTS-00063-4
	TTCN-3 Operational Semantics

	REG/MTS-00072
	The use of SDL for descriptive purposes

	MI/MTS-00073
	Checklists for the use of SDL and MSC in standards

	RTS/MTS-00078
	The TTCN-3 Runtime Interface (TRI)


5
MTS Liaisons

5.1
SEC-LI

The liaison previously received from SEC-LI regarding the ASN.1 Library Definitions in ETS 300 655 has been passed to TC‑SPAN as further investigation revealed that it is SPAN rather than MTS that is responsible for this document.

6
Work Programme Review

6.1
Status of open Work Items

The current status of open work items was discussed and the necessary revisions made to the schedules.

A new work item on Test Control Interface (TCI) was raised and approved. And it was suggested that a mailing list should be set up for interested parties.

	Action 34/1
	Laurent Vreck
	Set up an MTS LISTSERV mailing list for TCI.


 AUTONUMLGL \e 
Status of STF proposals from the FWP 2002 budget

The request for STF resources to produce TTCN-3 training material had been dropped from FWP2002 but, subsequently, 1 month of effort was approved from the Board's contingency budget and this will be added to STF213's resources for this purpose. It was revealed that Ericsson (Hungary) already have considerable TTCN-3 tutorial material available and it was, therefore, proposed to allocate the additional 1 month to a representative of that organization.  Ari Ahtianen (Nokia) expressed concern that this allocation was not following the normal procedure (Call for Experts etc.) but the chairman explained that the final decision had yet to be made but that, in any case, it was possible to work in this way for resources of 1 month or less. He then invited other MTS members to express an interest in offering effort and input to the TTCN-3 training material.  As there were no further offers, the meeting decided that the 1 month should, indeed be allocated to Gyorgy Rèthy from Ericsson.  The only proviso made was that this work should not be allowed to adversely affect the TTCN-3 maintenance aspects of STF213.  The output will be a PowerPoint slide presentation that can be used by the PTCC and others to introduce TTCN-3 to new users of the language.

2.6
Proposals for new STFs in 2003

The chairman asked for proposals to be made for possible STF requirements for 2003.  The following, in order of priority, were suggested and agreed by members of MTS:

1. Ongoing TTCN-3 maintenance (4 Months)

2. Preparation of a full tutorial for TTCN-3 (8 months)

3. Development of the Making Better Standards web/CD-ROM pages into a paperback book (2 months)

4. Additional development of TTCN-3 TCI (no effort estimate available)

NOTE:
There was a discussion on the merits of asking for additional resources in 2003 for STF217 to continue its work by developing the Making Better Standards web/CD-ROM pages into a paperback book similar to the first edition. Although included in the list of projects above, it was felt that input was still required from the Secretariat on the benefits of such a project to the membership.

	Action 34/2
	Dieter Hogrefe, Laurent Vreck, Steve Randall
	Draft a letter to the Secretariat requesting their views on the benefits and necessity of further developing Making Better Standards as a paperback book.

	Action 34/3
	Anthony Wiles
	Prepare Terms of Reference for 2003 STF on TTCN‑3 maintenance

	Action 34/4
	Anthony Wiles
	Bring up to date the Terms of Reference for the STF on the development of TTCN-3 tutorial material

	Action 34/5
	Ina Scheiferdecker
	Prepare Terms of Reference for an STF to develop the TTCN‑3 TCI


Ari Ahtiainen informed the meeting that OMG is going to standardize the semantics of the UML 2.0 action language but not its syntax.  If UML is to become more widely used in standards (particularly as SDL converges with it), he suggested that TC‑MTS should consider whether it should develop a UML action syntax for use in telecommunications standards applications.

A long and fruitful discussion on this topic followed with the result that a work item was raised for an initial study into the feasibility of this proposal.  Michael Andersson of Telelogic agreed (by telephone) to act as rapporteur for this item which was supported by TeleLogic, Nokia, PQM Consultants, IITB and Ersicsson.

2.6
STF187/213 - Maintenance of TTCN Version 3

Anthony Wiles reported that over 100 change requests to the core language had been received, processed and resolved. These were classified as:

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h 
Editorial

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h 
Clarifications

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h 
Corrections & simplifications

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Univers (WN)" \s 10 \h 
Additions and improvements

There were also a smaller number of requests for changes to the Tabular Presentation Format.  These, too, have been addressed.

A strategy for synchronizing the release of the various TTCN-3 deliverables was discussed and agreed.  Those that are available now will be put to Member Vote but not published until the final deliverable (Operational Semantics) has been completed and approved later this year.

 AUTONUMLGL \e 
Graphical presentation Format for TTCN‑3 (GFT)

Ina Scheiferdecker presented the work that has been done within STF213 on the Graphical TTCN3 presentation Format (GFT). This is based on Message Sequence Charts but with some additional symbology. Some misconceptions about GFT within ITU-T SG17 are now understood and it is clear what modification need to be made to the document to overcome them. As a result, MTS approved the current draft as a TR (as per the WI) without Annex F which had caused the confusion. However, the meeting agreed to re-publish it as an ES at the end of 2002 along with Parts 1, 2 and 4 of the TTCN‑3 standards.  This will require considerable effort from members of MTS and OUT‑T SG17 to ensure that any necessary work is completed by September 2002.

 AUTONUMLGL \e 
STF217 – Making Better Standards (Edition 2)

Although work had not started on the second edition of Making Better Standards, Steve Randall gave a very brief introduction to the project, identifying the selected experts and the members of the ETSI Secretariat who had expressed an interest in assisting with the project.

2.1
STF188 – Revision of Descriptive SDL to SDL2000

Steve Randall, reported that the work of STF188 had been completed within both schedule and budget.  The deliverables (version 2 of EG 202 106 and SDL & MSC usage checklists) had been available for review by MTS for over 4 weeks.

The basic structure of the EG has not changed much since the first edition although a new chapter on the use of languages within protocol standards had been added and the emphasis has been shifted to cover not only the use of SDL itself but also the use of MSC, ASN.1 and UML with SDL. The chapters on data, system structure and MSC had been extensively rewritten due mainly to the changes in then languages.

The deliverables were approved by TC‑MTS and the EG will go to member vote.  However, publication will be held until suitable software tools are publicly available for the support of SDL2000 and MSC2000.

	Action 34/6
	Johan Nordin
	Determine the schedule for the release of SDL2000 tools from Telelogic

	Action 34/7
	Milan Zoric
	Provide a revised Figure 1 to Steve Randall for inclusion in the draft REG/MTS‑00072 prior to its entry to Member Vote.


7
Testing Issues

 AUTONUMLGL \e 
UMTS Network Integration Testing (NIT)

Giulio Maggiore (TIM) and Maximilian Frey (MMO) gave presentations on the progress that had been made since the last MTS meeting in defining a set of Network Integration Tests for UMTS.

The scope of the project is to specify end-to-end tests for UMTS-CS with GSM, ISDN and PSTN as well as  UMTS-PS and IP. Tests would include application tests between UMTS-PS and Application-Servers and performance tests between UMTS-PS and the IP-Network. 

The participating companies in the project are:

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Arial" \s 10 \h 
CSELT, Italy  (left 1/2001)

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Arial" \s 10 \h 
OTE, Greece

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Arial" \s 10 \h 
SWISSCOM, Switzerland

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Arial" \s 10 \h 
Telecom Austria, Austria

 SYMBOL 45 \f "Arial" \s 10 \h 
VIAG Interkom (O2), Germany

 AUTONUMLGL \e 
Testcom 2003

Having commented on the great success of Testcom2002 in Berlin, the chairman introduced Testcom2003 which will take place in ETSI's headquarters in Sophia Antipolis during May next year. The theme of the event will be "Next Generation Testing for Next Generation Networks".

 AUTONUMLGL \e 
Specification Issues

 AUTONUMLGL \e 
ITU‑T SG17 Language Coordination Project

Rick Reed gave a slide presentation on the Language Coordination project which has been instigated by ITU‑T SG17 to ensure a measure of commonality and coherence between the specification languages developed and published by SG17.  The objectives of the project are to facilitate an improved engineering process by providing an integrated set of languages which offered easy integration of modules from requirements to decommission. It is also to enable Recommendations to be developed which could be more easily implemented in products, thus improving conformance.  MTS members were invited to make contributions to this project.

 AUTONUMLGL \e 
ITU‑T SG17 Promotional CD‑ROM

Olle Hydbom and Amardeo Sarma reported that a 2nd Edition CD‑ROM is to be produced by SG17 for the end of June 2002 and that the best possible material would include items from both ITU‑T and ETSI.  They stated that within ITU‑T there are very few Recommendations which contain examples of the good use of SDL and other specification languages.  It would, therefore be beneficial to look for better examples from ETSI's catalogue of standards.  The members of MTS were asked if they would, as a body, be interested in working with SG17 on this basis.  The chairman said that his view was that he would be interested as long as it was understood to be collaboration rather than simply contribution.  A number of options were proposed and discussed regarding the "badging" of the CD‑ROM to allow each organization to extract the maximum marketing/promotional advantage from the distribution of the CD‑ROM.  These were:

1. printing the logos of both ETSI and ITU‑T on the frond cover;

2. publishing a separate CD‑ROM for each organization (i.e., an ITU‑T one and an identical ETSI one) where the only difference would be the packaging.

Option 1 was considered to be the favoured approach.  It was suggested that it would be difficult to find better examples for the CD‑ROM than the standards developed for HiperAccess by EP‑BRAN.

	Action 34/8
	Dieter Hogrefe
	Contact the chairman of EP‑BRAN to determine whether the HiperAccess models could be included in the ITU‑T CD‑ROM as good examples of the use of specification languages within protocol standards.

	Action 34/9
	Milan Zoric
	Determine when it would be possible to have stable HiperAccess models to include in the ITU‑T CD‑ROM

	Action 34/10
	Anthony Wiles
	Investigate the possibility of allowing Milan Zoric to attend the Yokohama meeting of IETF in July 2002 to assist in the promotion of the ITU‑T CD‑ROM by presenting the BRAN examples.

	Action 34/11
	Anthony Wiles, Dieter Hogrefe, Milan Zoric
Steve Randall
	Join a conference call with Olle Hydbom and Amardeo Sarma after the next EP‑BRAN meeting to discuss the details of the promotional CD‑ROM.


 AUTONUMLGL \e 
Feedback from the PEX group

Milan Zoric reported that a contribution on ASN.1 operators was scheduled to presented to MTS35 prior to submission to SG17 for inclusion in Z.105.

9
Any Other Business

Rick Reed announced the SAM Workshop which was to be held in Aberystwyth in June 2002 and warmly invited members of MTS to attend.  He also pointed out that the next SDL Forum may coincide with Testcom2003.  The members of MTS agreed that it would be worthwhile to approach the ETSI Director General to determine whether he would be willing to support the SDL Forum as well as Testcom in the same year.  However, it was recognised that the final decision must be left entirely to the DG as the time and effort involved would be likely to make it impossible for the two events to be held at a similar time.

10
Meeting closure

10.1
Summary of actions

	Action
	Responsibility
	Details

	Action 34/1
	Laurent Vreck
	Set up an MTS LISTSERV mailing list for TCI.

	Action 34/2
	Dieter Hogrefe, Laurent Vreck, Steve Randall
	Draft a letter to the Secretariat requesting their views on the benefits and necessity of further developing Making Better Standards as a paperback book.

	Action 34/3
	Anthony Wiles
	Prepare Terms of Reference for 2003 STF on TTCN‑3 maintenance

	Action 34/4
	Anthony Wiles
	Bring up to date the Terms of Reference for the STF on the development of TTCN-3 tutorial material

	Action 34/5
	Ina Scheiferdecker
	Prepare Terms of Reference for an STF to develop the TTCN‑3 TCI

	Action 34/6
	Johan Nordin
	Determine the schedule for the release of SDL2000 tools from Telelogic

	Action 34/7
	Milan Zoric
	Provide a revised Figure 1 to Steve Randall for inclusion in the draft REG/MTS‑00072 prior to its entry to Member Vote.

	Action 34/8
	Dieter Hogrefe
	Contact the chairman of EP‑BRAN to determine whether the HiperAccess models could be included in the ITU‑T CD‑ROM as good examples of the use of specification languages within protocol standards.

	Action 34/9
	Milan Zoric
	Determine when it would be possible to have stable HiperAccess models to include in the ITU‑T CD‑ROM

	Action 34/10
	Anthony Wiles
	Investigate the possibility of allowing Milan Zoric to attend the Yokohama meeting of IETF in July 2002 to assist in the promotion of the ITU‑T CD‑ROM by presenting the BRAN examples.

	Action 34/11
	Anthony Wiles, Dieter Hogrefe, Milan Zoric
Steve Randall
	Join a conference call with Olle Hydbom and Amardeo Sarma after the next EP‑BRAN meeting to discuss the details of the promotional CD‑ROM.


10.2
Confirmation of next meeting

The next meetings of TC‑MTS are scheduled as follows:

MTS35
October 23-25, 2002
Sophia Antipolis

MTS36
March 25-27, 2003
Budapest (Ericsson)

MTS37
October 14-15 2003
Sophia Antipolis

10.3
Chairman’s closing remarks

The chairman closed the meeting by thanking the members present for attending and taking such an active part in the meeting.  He also thanked, once again, TIM for providing such excellent hospitality and facilities.
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