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ITU-T SG 17 thanks ETSI for the liaison statement on endorsement of TTCN-3.

On the issue of referencing ETSI as the source of the TTCN-3 documents, when going forward, the

respective ITU-T Recommendations will include a sentence in the up-front material such as: “This
text 1s based on ETSI ES 201 873- ...

Similarly to ETSI, SG 17 sees the necessity for tighter synchronization of the publication processes
of ETSI and ITU-T on TTCN-3. It is therefore proposed:

- In order to avoid delay in the approval and publication process within ITU-T, ETSI is to send new
versions of TTCN-3 to ITU-T SG 17 in time for SG 17 meetings once the texts are ready, even if
the ETSI membership approval process has not officially been finished. ITU-T will consent the
texts, but will delay the Last Call until informed that the approval at ETSI has taken place.

- ITU/TSB will convert the TTCN-3 documents received from ETSI to ITU-T format. This takes
less than 3 months in most cases. If errors are found in the text, these will be indicated to the editor
of the text, who will verify correctness of the changes and pass them to ETSI. The fixes by ETSI of
the errors will be incorporated in a follow up version of the standard. Exceptions may be possible in
case severe errors are discovered. It is then up to the editor of TTCN-3 to decide on the procedure.

- It is recommended that ETSI makes reference to ITU-T Recommendations instead of ISO/IEC

International Standards in case equivalent Recommendations exist, e.g., “ISO/IEC 9646-3 (1998)”
could be replaced by “ITU-T X.292 (2002)”.

- SG 17 would appreciate to know the maintenance cycle of TTCN-3 as early as possible so that the
approval process can be planned accordingly.

Attention: Some or all of the material attached to this liaison statement may be subject to ITU copyright. In such a case this will be
indicated in the individual document.

Such a copyright does not prevent the use of the material for its intended purpose, but it prevents the reproduction of all or part of it in a
publication without the authorization of ITU.
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On the issue of organizations making reference to outdated ISO/IEC versions of TTCN, i.e.,
versions that are outdated for more than 10 years, the following solution is proposed:

1)  ISO/IEC JTC 1 not to withdraw the old TTCN standards
2)  ITU-T to fast track a standard in ISO/IEC JTC 1

Point 1) is important because there still exist a number of standardized test suites based on the old
ISO/IEC versions of TTCN (i.e., TTCN-2 in most cases), and it is necessary to be able to reference
these versions.
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