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The future of TC-MTS

As an input to the discussions on the future direction of TC-MTS, PQM Consultants would like to offer the following possibilities for us all to consider (without any pressure to accept any of them):

1 TPLan:
· Keyword-based testing
· This seems to be an interesting direction being investigated by the software testing community using notations similar to TPLan. It is already possible to define new keywords and syntax in TPLan but extension would be required to allow keywords to be parameterised and for the semantics of the keywords to be specified.
· Behaviour-driven development
· Another new direction in software engineering where notations similar to TPLan are being considered. The same changes to TPLan wuld be required as for keyword-based testing.
· Requirements capture and definition
· TPLan could probably handle this without much change. Maybe requires no more than a little promotion in that direction.
2 Security methodology:
· TISPAN will be asking MTS to take over responsibility for all security standardization methods. This would be quite a good opportunity for MTS and it should be taken.
3 Object orientation:
· MTS already has an EG on the use of object orientation in standards. It was based on UML 1.4 and should at least be brought up to date with UML 2.1. There is also an opportunity to revise the guidance based upon the current usage of UML (and other OO notations) within ETSI TBs.
4 Life Sequence Charts:
· Life Sequence Charts (LSC) are a relatively new extension to MSC to enable state-transition behaviour to be included in sequence graphs. It is still in its early stages although there are some very basic (and unstable) free tools to support it. This is an opportunity for MTS to investigate LSC and, if it seems useful to do so, make it an ETSI standard. This could have a valuable positive impact on model-based validation methods.
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