Error! No text of specified style in document.
1
Error! No text of specified style in document.

ETSI TC MTS#60 
MTS(13)060008
Budapest, Hungary, 01-02 October 2013
Title



Need for standardizing electronic exchange form for PICS and PIXIT proforma
Source




ETSI CTI
Contact Person

olivier.genoud@etsi.org , shicheng.hu@etsi.org
1. Introduction
PICS and PIXIT proformas specified in the testing methodology have been largely used in the 3GPP UE test.
The table format of PICS proforma and the related methodology were standardized by ETSI MTS in ETR 212. PICS proforma has been used to specify the UE capabilities covering the different radio technologies of GSM, GPRS, UMTS, LTE/ LTE-A and IMS. The use of PICS to describe the optional features has been extended also for the RF and application data performance test areas. A (P)ICS parameter is restricted to the Boolean type, to answer supporting or not supporting a particular feature.
The table format of PIXIT proforma was standardized in ISO 9646-5. The PIXIT parameters are also largely used in the 3GPP test, to parameterize the test suites. The parameter types can be varied, but must be kept simple, not structured, for example, as integer, enumerated, octet string etc. 
The table format has a big advantage of the readability for the human users. It is also easily to be maintained (at the creations and corrections) in WORD document by using the CR procedure.

2. New need
For the UE conformance test, hundreds to thousands such PICS / PIXIT parameters must be filled in, in order to create the initial PICS/PIXIT file. The file will be transmitted between the Chip, UE vendors and the test industry. The electronic exchange formats are different from company to company. Handling e-formats of PICS/PIXIT files has largely caused incompatibility, unnecessary efforts and errors.
3GPP RAN5 has started own investigation on which e-format to be most suitable. It is also proposed to use XML schema to describe.
3. Proposal
ETSI MTS should standardize the electronic exchange format for PICS and PIXIT proformas and eventually to create an STF to carry out the work.







































































































































