Draft proposal for the letter to TBs
Purpose

The STF 311 has just been created, and started its work on the 2nd of October 2006 within the OCG ECN&S on ”The consequences on the standardization activities on NGN from the EU ECN&S regulatory view point”. The objective of the STF is to identify: 
· the consequences on NGN standardization from the regulatory view point, 

· areas where standardization is needed to achieve public interests objectives and to increase competition.

ETSI is deeply involved in the NGN standardization process with a large international footprint. European authorities and other stakeholders will benefit from mutual understanding of the regulatory benefits and consequences of the current standardization process.

This work will give visibility to NGN debate at European level and increase mutual understanding between the various stakeholders.
Background

 Next Generation Networks (NGN) have come to represent an array of activities and products emerging from standardisation, regulatory and other professional bodies worldwide.

NGN activities are oriented around a need facing service providers worldwide -how to integrate nomadic users and providers, fixed and wireless access, Internet networks, and IP-enabled services into a coherent, secure and high-quality global public telecommunication infrastructure. 
For policy makers and regulators, the question is how to ensure that all the right elements are in place to encourage investment infrastructure rollout and innovation whilst securing that the general public needs are adequately taken care off.

Policy and Regulation are moving away from a vertical environment to a new Horizontal environment, as highlighted in Annex 1 (Source: EU Commission Open Workshop, Brussels,  June 22nd, 05)
What is asked  to the Technical Committees:

The review of the EU regulatory Framework for e-Communications is going to take up most of the year 2006 and involves extensive public consultations where stakeholders can contribute to the discussion.

Standardization is part of this overall work, and as such ETSI Technical Committees have the opportunity to report whether some regulatory issues have already been identified and tackled within the Technical Committees, and if so which ones (Please look at Annex 2, as a guideline).

Annex 1: Vertical Vs horizontal environment
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EU Commission Open Workshop – Identifying policy and regulatory issues of Next 

Generation Networks, Brussels 22 June 2005
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Annex 2: Areas of work
	Area
	Item
	Comments

	Security
	Security and Integrity issues
	

	
	Lawful Interception
	

	
	Early Warning and Disaster Relief
	

	
	Caller Location
	

	
	Other?
	

	Legal Requirements
	Digital Right Managements
	

	
	Privacy protection
	

	
	Universal Services
	

	
	Data protection and data retention
	

	
	Other?
	

	Consumer Requirements 
	Emergency communications
	

	
	Quality of Service`
	Need for QOS differentiation

· Support levels of QoS

· In terms of delay, jitter, loss, reliability, availability

· Services like voice,video,need QoS control mechanisms

· Especially at the access level

· Limited bitrate access shared betzeen several services

· Need for bandwith allocation mechanisms

· Availability, reliability, speed, synchronisation, …

	
	e-Accessibility
	

	
	Higher bandwidths
	For entertainment services, gaming, …

	
	Flat rate service across Europe
	

	Operations Requirements
	Access
	Ability to serve several kinds of access networks

· Fixed copper, fiber, wireless …

· Mobile

Open Services Architecture

	
	Inter-carrier compensation
	

	
	Interoperability and inter-connectivity between platform and services
	- Communication anywhere, ,anytime, using medium that is always online

- Seamless interoperability (devices and services are platform independent: Eg. Fixed/mobile, and telephone/PDA/PC/Television

Interoperability between equipment providers

	
	Network Integrity
	

	
	Numbering
	

	
	Other?
	A set of management functions shared between different services

- Self provisioning, usage metering for billing  QoS monitoring, statistics …

	Competition Requirements
	Freedom of choice
	

	
	Number portability
	

	
	Unbundling
	

	
	Spectrum Management
	

	
	Other?
	


Process

· Prepare a letter/ liaison asking for 'hearting' regulation known by experts

· The letter should easily be endorsed by the group ECN&S, thru exchange of mails

· Approval of the distribution list.

· To ETSI TB list + 3GPP only?

TISPAN,
ERM,
SAFETY,
SES,
User group,
AT, 
BROADCAST,

GRID,

PLT, 
TM,
TETRA, 
DECT,
STQ,
SCP,
ESI,
EMTEL,
LI,
HF,
And 3GPP

· Also a quick call and mail to other groups working already on this issue like (FGNGN (Australia), …)

· Who sends the letter, since there is no new chairman yet?
· What deadline do we give for the answer?

