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1 Executive summary

This report and the accompanying Draft Tables of contents for the two planned TSs form the first deliverable from STF321 which has now completed 29 days work, continuing the work started under STF315.  Almost all of this time was spent at ETSI, almost equally by Jim Price, the STF Team Leader and Pietro Schicker.

STF315 was the precursor to the EC funded STF321 and was intended to review the extended requirements for Emergency call standards development of Location Information and protocol support for Emergency Communications identified by TISPAN WG3.  STF321 has continued the study and analysis of the material previously identified and for the most part now available in a Library folder in the STF workspace.

Documentation from a national regulatory body has been seen and is expected to be made officially available to the STF shortly.  The STF leader participated in one meeting of the (UK) Ofcom NICC Task Group on Emergency Location and two subsequent calls.

Following the receipt of a liaison statement from ATIS, accompanied by a substantial Technical Report, the STF drafted a response which was approved by correspondence by TISPAN WG3 and subsequently sent to ATIS.  This requested access to certain other documents produced by them. 

The work of the STF has so far proceeded smoothly and in accordance with the agreed work plan; some small variations to the session plan have been made, without overall effect on the time spent.

2 Introduction

The STF members have continued the work they started under STF315 under the EC-funded STF321, having similar objectives, the start of which was delayed for contractual reasons.  They worked together on STF321 in two sessions at ETSI premises for a total of 27 days.  In addition, Jim attended the Ofcom meeting and spent one day working at home on the project.

Drafts of the tables of contents of the two planned TSs have been produced; these are subject to change, dependent on further analysis of the material available.  That for WI03048 already contains some additional content.

The STF has established a number of technical liaisons and is continuing to seek to exploit these.  Attendance at a meeting of NENA (in Washington) was considered but discounted on the basis of its being mostly intended for operational personnel.  Consideration was also given to attendance at a meeting of IETF in Prague but was again discounted on the basis of cost and limited interest.  The Ofcom NICC meeting was of more direct interest and provided a useful insight into the current position being discussed in the UK.
3 Contractual milestone

As noted above, drafts of the tables of contents of the two planned TSs have been produced in accordance with project Milestone A.  These form a reasonable outline of the final documents but due to the nature of the work; these are subject to further additions and changes, dependent on the ongoing analysis of the material available and of any further material which becomes available.  The draft document for WI03048 already contains some of the expected content of the final document; this provides an indication of the expected format.

Both documents were made available to the TISPAN#13bis meeting held on March 26–30th in accordance with the contractual milestone.

4 Progress of the work

The work of the STF is proceeding generally in accordance with the current work plan, future targets and future contractual milestones.  There is a minor inconsistency regarding Milestone B in that it is dependent on completion of Task 5 in the STF Work Plan, currently shown for March/April 2007.  The STF has no session planned in April but is confident that it can accomplish the required work during its May session, in time for its scheduled approval by TISPAN#14bis at the end of June.  No change to the Milestone Schedule or Work Plan is thus required.

5 Assessment of technical risk, difficulties or unresolved issues

The only technical risk to the project has so far identified is the lack of any identified documentation on the project subject matter from the Far East and south-east Asia.  This poses the possibility of some unrecognised solution having been proposed and possibly implemented without our knowledge.

Other difficulties which might be envisaged include the lack of access to work from outside bodies or their refusal to allow the STF to use it as input.  This is not a current threat; if and when such a threat occurs it will be managed with a view to its having the least possible consequences on the project outcome.  There are no current difficulties or unresolved issues 

6 Proposed changes in the STF work plan

There are no currently proposed changes to the STF Work Plan.

7 Resources requirements 

It is not currently foreseen that any changes to the resources requirements will be needed. 
8 Changes in the STF Team

There have been no changes to the STF staffing; none are currently envisaged.

9 Meetings attended on behalf of the STF with the reference TB and other ETSI TBs

9.1
Ofcom (UK) NICC VoIP 999 Locations Task Group

Jim Price attended a meeting of the Ofcom (UK) NICC VoIP 999 Locations Task Group in London on February 8th 2007, the latest in a series of meetings of the task group to discuss mechanisms for the determination and conveyance of location information associated with Emergency Calls originating on VoIP networks and presented at British Telecom (BT) and Cable & Wireless (C&W) Emergency Call Handling Centres (ECHC) in the UK.  The subject matter had a direct relevance to the work of ETSI STF321 on Emergency call standards development of location information and protocol support for emergency communications.  

The eight other persons present represented BT and C&W as ECHC operators, four ISPs and Ofcom (UK).  BT stated that he had received some input from the Police and Fire Services was still awaiting input from the Ambulance Service as to their requirements for location details.  The Ofcom representative reported that there was very little information available from European regulators on the subject but he hoped that Ofcom would shortly be issuing a report on their recent consultation.  A delegate joined the meeting by telephone from Australia and reported on the IETF, ATIS and NENA work.  We briefly discussed the recent ATIS liaison statement which had been sent to a number of standards and regulatory bodies (including Ofcom and ETSI).  He agreed to provide the STF with whatever details he could regarding the outcome of a number of consultations in Australia on Emergency Call Location and subsequently provided a useful document prepared by the (Australian) Communications Alliance VoIP Working Group.
Jim Price briefly described the recent work by STF315 and how this was continuing in ETSI (as STF321) using EC funding.  He also outlined the STF mechanism in ETSI as the majority of attendees were not familiar with the process.  There was an update on the work of one of the sub-groups and a suggestion for BT that the UK should broadly follow the NENA i2 Proposals.  A conference call and further meeting were proposed at which BT would present this proposal more formally and to discuss moving beyond the ADSL case to cable, LLU, WiFi and mobile cases.  This meeting has not yet taken place but it is intended that Jim Price should attend – subject to other commitments – when it does.

A more detailed report prepared for ETSI and more detailed minutes (when published) may be made available to interested parties on justified request.

10 STF communications, presentations, promotion, inside and outside ETSI, web pages etc

A web page outlining the activities of the STF has been provided on the ETSI site.  Further information will be added as appropriate.

A brief outline of the activities of ETSI STFs and, more specifically, the work of STF315/321 was given at the Ofcom NICC meeting referred to elsewhere in this report.

11 Technical advice required from the reference Technical Body

No specific technical advice is required from the reference TB or the Steering Group at this time.  

Assistance in resolving the perceived technical risk arising from the lack of any available subject matter documentation from the Far East would clearly be beneficial to the project.  Obtaining such documentation (or the assurance that none exists) would reduce the possibility of some unrecognised solution having been proposed and possibly implemented without our knowledge.

Any other constructive input or suggestions will, of course, be welcomed and given full consideration.

12 Status of the deliverables

Please refer to Paragraph 3 of this report.

13 Next report

The next report is scheduled for consideration and approval at TISPAN#14bis (25-29 June 2007).

14 Any other business

Members of the TB or other interested parties are encouraged to provide additional comments or other input as appropriate and are assured that such material will be given all due consideration by the STF members.

