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To:
ETSI MEMBERS, OBSERVERS AND COUNSELLORS
Subject:
Call for Experts for Specialist Task Force RQ6 (ETSI/TISPAN6) on Interoperability Test Specifications for IMS NNI interworking
Dear Madam,

Dear Sir,

We are recruiting experts to establish the Specialist Task Force (STF) RQ6 on Interoperability Test Specifications for IMS NNI interworking, according to the Terms of Reference in Annex C.

The project time scale, the qualification required for the candidates and some references for additional information are summarized in Annex A.

The Team will be based at the ETSI Headquarters in Sophia Antipolis, where the Secretariat is offering technical support and co-ordination.  The activity will be organized either over long continuous periods or in sessions so that, along the duration of the project, the experts can carry out their normal duties in their respective organisations.  The sessions plan will be negotiated during the Preparatory Meeting, to achieve the best compromise between the STF organization and the requirements of the experts and their Companies.

Considering the above information, we kindly ask you to propose candidatures to the ETSI Secretariat before 15 December 2007. 

A short list of candidates will be set up in agreement with the TISPAN6 Officials.  These candidates will be invited to attend the Preparatory Meeting to set up the STF, which is provisionally scheduled on 10 January 2008, in ETSI Headquarters.

Candidatures must be sent in electronic form to the STF Support Unit Director Mr. Alberto Berrini alberto.berrini@etsi.org, including the Curriculum Vitae of the candidate, in English, and the questionnaire in Annex B1 (and B2 if applicable), duly completed.



Yours faithfully,



Dr. Walter Weigel

Encl.

ETSI Director General

ANNEX A1
PROJECT TIME SCALE AND QUALIFICATION REQUIRED

Target date for the start of work: 
January 2008
Expected duration: 
5 months

Total manpower required: 
80 working days in total

Expected number of experts required: 
1 or 2
Note:
The actual number of experts may depend on the mix of skills in the actual applications received and will be decided when setting up the STF
Qualification required: 
· Expertise of IMS, TISPAN NGN, especially the NNI and SIP.
· Expertise in interoperability testing.
· Knowledge of the OMA enabler tests for interoperability, 
· Support from the ETSI CTI will be requested.

ANNEX A2
CONTACTS FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
	Mr. Martin Brand
	TISPAN6 Chairman
	Tel:
+ 43 59 059 1 43312
E-mail:
Martin.Brand@telekom.at

	Ing. Giulio Maggiore

	
	Tel:
+39 06 3900 9445

E-mail:
gmaggiore@mail.tim.it

	Mr. Stephan Schulz
	ETSI Technical Officer
	Tel:
+33 4 9294 4964
E-mail:
stephan.schulz@etsi.org

	Mr. Alain Sultan
	ETSI TISPAN6 Technical Officer
	Tel:
+33 4 9294 4271   

E-mail:
alain.sultan@etsi.org

	Mr. Anthony Wiles
	ETSI CTI Director
	Tel:
+33 4 9294 4387
E-mail:
anthony.wiles@etsi.org

	Mr. Alberto Berrini
	ETSI STF Support Unit Director
	Tel:
+33 4 9294 4264

E-mail:
alberto.berrini@etsi.org

	Mrs. Pascale Georges
	STF Assistant
	Tel:
+33 4 9294 4348

E-mail:
pascale.georges@etsi.org


For further information see also:

STF home page
Terms and conditions for the participation of experts in ETSI STFs
Letter of engagement (LoE)
Other Open Call for Experts
STF working methods and practice
Travelling to ETSI
ANNEX B1 – Organization proposing the candidature

Candidature for Specialist Task Force RQ6 (ETSI/TISPAN6) on Interoperability Test Specifications for IMS NNI interworking (C.L.2584)

Please return to alberto.berrini@etsi.org, together with the CV of the candidate,

before 15 December 2007
Candidatures must be proposed by ETSI Members (including Observers and Associate Members) or formally supported by ETSI Members (Annex B2 required).  If the candidate is selected, the Letter of Engagement (LoE) will be made with the Organization proposing the candidature, as indicated in this Annex.  LoEs can be made only with registered Organizations and Companies, not with individuals.

Please replace the explanatory text with the actual information.

Organization proposing the candidature: 

ETSI Member:
exact name, as registered in the ETSI membership list
Not ETSI Member:
Company Name (and please complete Annex B2)

Person proposing the candidature: 
Role:

e-mail: (mandatory)

The person in the Organization who is responsible to authorize the proposal of the candidate to ETSI if he/she is selected.

Candidate: Title, First name, Last name
e-mail: (mandatory)



Mobile phone: 

Nationality: (information required for work permit procedure)

Availability for the duration of this project (see ToR):
Indicate the availability of the candidate with respect to the requirements in the ToR, e.g. number of days/months that can be offered, percentage of time, availability to work in sessions, over continuous periods or both, unavailability periods.

Availability to work in ETSI premises: STF work is normally done in the ETSI premises of Sophia Antipolis.  Please indicate whether you have limitations in the number of days (or percentage of time) you can spend working in the ETSI premises.
Specific experience in relation with this project: 

Provide information to assess the qualification of the candidate with regard to the specific requirements of the project.  In addition to the CV, this element will play an essential role for the pre-selection of the candidates to invite to the Preparatory Meeting.

Experience in standardization areas related to this project: 

Indicate the candidate’s standardization experience in ETSI and/or other organizations and, in particular, if he/she is actively involved in the work of the reference TB for this STF, its WGs or other related bodies.

Motivation to participate in the project
Indicate the interest of your Organization to be involved in the STF work.

Remarks: 

Provide here any additional information to assess the qualification of the Candidate for this project or any special requirement of the Organization with respect to STF normal working methods.

ANNEX B2 – Nomination from ETSI Member
(required if the Organization proposing the candidature is not an ETSI Member)

Support of Candidature for Specialist Task Force RQ6 (ETSI/TISPAN6) on Interoperability Test Specifications for IMS NNI interworking (C.L.2584)

Please return to alberto.berrini@etsi.org, before 15 December 2007
Note: Experts proposed by non-ETSI Member Organizations need to be formally supported by an ETSI Member.  ETSI will make the Letter of Engagement directly with the non-ETSI Member Organization proposing the expert, as indicated in Annex B1.  The ETSI Member supporting the candidature takes the moral responsibility that the competence of the candidate is suitable for the success of the project.

Please replace the explanatory text with the actual information.

ETSI Member supporting the candidature: ETSI membership list

 exact name, as registered in the 
Person supporting this application*: 
Role:
e-mail: (mandatory)

* If not the Official contact, the ETSI Secretariat will inform the Official contact of the Member

Candidate: Title, First name, Last name

Reasons for supporting the candidature:
Indicate the motivation of the Member to contribute to this standardization area and provide elements of your assessment of the qualification of the candidate.

Activities performed by the Candidate in relation with the Member: 

Indicate the activities performed by the candidate or his/her Company in co-operation with or on behalf of the Member, the period of time and the nature of the relationship (employee, sub-contractor, partner, etc.).

Remarks:

Provide here any additional information.

ANNEX C
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Terms of Reference for Specialist Task Force RQ6 (STF 328 ext) TISPAN WG 6 - on ”Interoperability Test Specifications for IMS NNI interworking”
	Current status of these ToR
	Approved by TISPAN and Board#64

	Work Items approved
	Approved 


1 Reasons for proposing the Specialist Task Force (STF)
IMS is a key component in the TISPAN NGN Rel-1 architecture. Interoperability between different core IMS networks is essential. A first set of basic ETSI interoperability test specifications, TS 186 011-1/2, exists for the network-to-network interface (NNI). These test specifications will be used at the first ETSI Plugtest for IMS NNI due to take place 8th - 12th October 2007. 

This event has been initiated and organised by the BOARD-IMS-TEST interest group. The intention of this event is to validate both the relevant IMS/TISPAN base specifications and the interoperability tests themselves. It is anticipated that there will be feedback from this event resulting in the need to update the test specifications.

Furthermore, it is the intention of the BOARD-IMS-TEST interest group to continue with other events. This will require extension of the current tests to include all 3GPP Release 6 specific IMS requirements.

1.1 Overview of the proposal
1.1.1 Purpose of the work

This STF has two purposes:

i) To implement feedback on the test specifications from the IMS NNI Plugtest; and

ii) To extend the basic set of interoperability test purposes and test descriptions for IMS interworking applicable at the IMS NNI. This work is needed to properly support anticipated future BOARD IMS-TEST interoperability events for NNI based interoperability testing of 3GPP Release 6 IMS networks, e.g. roaming test scenarios, ISC and Sh interfaces.

1.1.2 Relation with the ETSI Strategic Objectives

This STF directly supports the ETSI strategic objectives "Interoperability" and "NGN".
1.1.3 Relation with other activities within ETSI and/or related organizations

This work is related to:

1) The Board IMS Testbed ad hoc group;

2) 3GPP IMS conformance testing (terminals);

3) MTS IPT activities such as interoperability testing methodologies and IMS Network Integration Testing;
4) ETSI Plugtests Service.
1.1.4 Priority within the TB

This STF is of high priority within TISPAN.  In particular, it should start in early Q4 2007 and end as soon as possible early 2008..
1.1.5 Motivation why the STF is urgently needed

It is essential that this work is done in a timely manner in order to synchronise with global testing activities, especially in the context of IMS (3GPP and TISPAN NGN). It is critical to attract a broader audience to future ETSI IMS interoperability events. The expertise needed is specialised and should build on that already provided in earlier STFs. A contribution from the ETSI CTI (Centre for Testing and Interoperability – formerly PTCC) is essential.
1.2 Organization of the work
1.2.1 Confirmation of active support from the Members

The following companies are committed to supporting this STF in terms of participation in the STF Steering Group and providing input and review to the STF:
Deutsche Telekom, Telekom Austria, HP, Iskratel, Nokia Siemens Networks, Telecom Italia, IIT, Italtel 
The work will also be tracked by the BOARD-IMS-TEST ad hoc group.

1.2.2 Identification of tasks, phases, priorities, technical risk

This STF is of short duration and cannot be split into phases (the work needs to be done in as short of a duration as possible).

There are seven main tasks:

Task 1) Update of IMS IOP test specifications based on feedback from ETSI IMS interoperability event performed in Turin 8-12 October 2007

Task 2) Analysis of relevant IMS specifications (base specs for the NNI and relevant IMS enabler specs);

Task 3) Analysis of existing test specifications (any OMA approved IMS enabler specs available);

Task 4) Development of additional IMS IOP Test Purposes.

Task 5) Development of additional IMS IOP Test Descriptions.

Task 6) Update of IMS IOP Test Purposes for relevant 3GPP Rel 6 specifications (see clause 3.13)

Task 7) Update of IMS IOP Test Descriptions for relevant 3GPP Rel 6 specifications (see clause 3.13)

1.2.3 Outcome of the STF

The outcome of the STF will be a revision of two Technical Specifications (TS):
DTS/TISPAN-06027-1 Test Purposes for IMS NNI Interworking
DTS/TISPAN-06027-2 Test Descriptions for IMS NNI Interworking 
2 Consequences if not agreed:
Failure to agree to this STF will result in significant delay to the development of these two TSs.  It is likely that they would not be completed using voluntary contribution prior to the spring of 2008.  Yet these TSs are urgently required in order to support expected ETSI and TISPAN activity in NGN IMS interoperability testing during 2007 and 2008. It may also lead to other (competing) IMS IOP events to become more popular than the ETSI IMS interoperability event.  Without the availability of suitable test specifications, any NGN interoperability testing activities will be of no technical value, and of little commercial or promotion value.
3 Detailed description:
3.1 Subject title:
Interoperability Test Specifications for IMS NNI interworking.

3.2 Reference Technical Body:
TC TISPAN (WG6)
3.3 Other interested TBs (if any):
· 3GPP

· TC MTS
3.4 Steering Committee
A Steering Group (SG) for this activity will be put into place. Members of the SG are expected to come from the supporters of the WI (see 1.2.1) and Board IMS-TESTBED ad hoc group.
3.5 Support from ETSI Members 
This STF has strong support from the ETSI membership. See 1.2.1

3.6 Target date for the start of work:
Start:
January 2008
3.7 Duration and target date for the conclusion of the work (TB approval):
Duration: 
5 months

Conclusion: 
June 2008

3.8 Resources required

3.8.1
Original STF resources

The resources required are 80 person-days corresponding to a total of 48 000 EUR
3.8.2
STF extension resources

The total resources required for this STF are 51 000 EUR, including:

80 person-days 48 000 EUR, split as follows: 
· Developing the test specifications
70
man-days

· Drafting non-published documents:
5
man-days 1)
· Attending Technical Body and WG meetings: 
5
man-days 2)
· Note 1) General STF management and writing Progress Reports etc.

· Note 2) ETSI CTI will also attend meetings on behalf of the STF.
3 000 EUR to support travel of STF members to relevant meetings.

· Member voluntary effort in kind will be 5 person-days. (see 1.2.1).
3.9
Experts qualification required, mix of skills
One or two experts are needed, with the following qualification:

· Expertise of IMS, TISPAN NGN, especially the NNI and SIP.
· Expertise in interoperability testing.
· Knowledge of the OMA enabler tests for interoperability, 
· Support from the ETSI CTI will be requested.

3.10
Scope of Terms of Reference:
The tests will be restricted to IMS NNI..

They will build on the TS 186 011-1 and  TS 186 011-2 V1.1.0 (2007-09) and extend the basic set of test specifications for NNI based interoperability testing of 3GPP Rel 6 IMS networks, e.g. roaming test scenarios, ISC and Sh interfaces as well as feedback from previous plug test event.

Wherever possible, use will be made of existing IOP tests (e.g., from OMA or GSMA) as a partial basis for these test specifications. The tests will be written in prose and where relevant, accompanied by sequence diagrams.

Formal test languages such as TTCN will not be used in this phase of the work.

3.11
Organization of the work in tasks and/or phases:
This STF is of short duration and cannot be split into phases (the work needs to be done in as short of a duration as possible).

There are seven main tasks:

Task 1) Update of IMS IOP test specifications based on feedback from ETSI IMS interoperability event performed in Turin 8-12 October 2007

Task 2) Analysis of relevant IMS specifications (base specs for the NNI and relevant IMS enabler specs);

Task 3) Analysis of existing test specifications (any OMA approved IMS enabler specs available);

Task 4) Development of additional IMS IOP Test Purposes.

Task 5) Development of additional IMS IOP Test Descriptions.

Task 6) Update of IMS IOP Test Purposes for relevant 3GPP Rel 6 specifications (see clause 3.13)

Task 7) Update of IMS IOP Test Descriptions for relevant 3GPP Rel 6 specifications (see clause 3.13)

3.12
Base documents and their availability
The STF work will be based upon the following documents:
3GPP IMS Release 6 specifications (3GPP TS 24.229)
ETSI TS 186 011-1 and  TS 186 011-2 V1.1.0 (2007-09)

3.13
Work Items from the ETSI Work Programme (EWP) for which the STF is required:
The STF will produce the following deliverables, for TB approval:

· RTS/TISPAN-06033-1-NGN (DTS 186 011-1 r2)
Title: Telecommunications and Internet converged Services and Protocols for Advanced Networking IMS NNI Interworking Test Specifications; Part 1: Test Purposes for IMS NNI Interworking
Scope: To produce an extended set of interoperability test purposes for IMS interworking applicable at the IMS NNI, 

· RTS/TISPAN-06033-2-NGN (DTS 186 011-2 r2)
Title: Telecommunications and Internet converged Services and Protocols for Advanced Networking IMS NNI Interworking Test Specifications; Part 2: Test Descriptions for IMS NNI Interworking
Scope: To produce an extended set of interoperability test descriptions for IMS interworking applicable at the IMS NNI, 

3.14
Planned output schedule:
The STF will produce the deliverables according to the following time scale:

Work Item(s): 

· DTS/ 186 011-1 r2 

· DTS/ 186 011-2 r2

· Start of the work 
31/01/2008
· ToC and scope 
25/02/2008
TISPAN#16bis
· First stable draft for review
26/05/2008
TISPAN#17bis
· WG6 approval
30/06/2008
TISPAN#17ter
· TISPAN approval
30/07/2008
by correspondence

· Publication
15/08/2008
3.15
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