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The following is a report on TTC’s activities with respect to IPR. 

1
Enhancement to TTC’s IPR policy
TTC has been reviewing its IPR policy
 to further enhance compliance with the IPR policies of ITU-T. As a result of this review, the board of directors ratified an amendment in March 2006, leading to full compliance with ITU-T policies, including the following:
· Re-organization among IPR policy related documents of TTC; some procedural matters having been written in the IPR policy has been moved to the IPR operation procedures.

· The context of the new sub-option 1bis introduced in the ITU-T’s IPR statement and licensing declaration form, including the meaning of “free” and “reciprocity” has been incorporated in both the IPR policy and the IPR operation procedures of TTC.

· Description in the IPR policy and the IPR operation procedures of TTC has been further clarified, such as introduction of “essential patents” with the detailed definition attached.

Following the ratification, TTC proceeded with the English translation of its policy (the original document is in Japanese). After carefully considering the differences in linguistic nuances between Japanese and English among other things, the translation was completed in May 2006. The English text is available on TTC’s website [1].

2
Follow-up of ITU-T discussions on IPR-related issues
TTC is greatly interested in what have been discussed in the TSB Director’s IPR Ad Hoc Group, and is conducting the exchange of opinions among TTC members on issues such as patents, software copyrights and marks that are being broadly discussed at the Ad Hoc Group.  Based on these dialogues, TTC or its member companies may submit contributions to future meetings of the IPR Ad Hoc Group as appropriate, including those related to the software copyrights and Marks issues. 

3
New leadership
Dr. Hajime Yamada, the former Chairman of the TTC’s IPR Committee, resigned due to his one year sabbatical in Germany.  Instead, Mr. Yukio Hiramatsu took the position as of April 1, 2006.
[1]  http://www.ttc.or.jp/e/intro/rules/ru6/index.html
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�   Here, IPR is referred to as “Industrial Property Rights” since TTC does not currently have Software Copyrights Guidelines, preparation of which will be for further study. 
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