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Canadian GDPR Challenges
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Awareness & 
Understanding

Compliance & 
Enforcement

Harmonization With 
Other Regulations in 

Other Markets

• Lack of  awareness on GDPR from many Canadian organizations
• For those who are aware, there’s a lack of  a good understanding of  the regulation, its scope 

and what is meant by certain terms in a global sense, ex. Products and Services

• Compliance questions due to absence of  associated standards and certification programs 
• GDPR may not be enforceable for certain technologies  - for example, certain modern 

cryptographic and security technologies may exhibit “technical compliance” issues
• How will GDPR be enforced for Canadian businesses?

• Important to consider the global context and trends around data privacy and data protection
• Concerns related to harmonization (or non-harmonization) and compliance with other regulations

(e.g. HIPA, HITRUST, PIPEDA – Canada has adequacy status with EU due to PIPEDA)
• Potential cross-compliance issues – compliance to one regulation might mean non-compliance to another
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Canadian Businesses Embrace GDPR, 
Encourage Collaboration with Europe
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Canadian businesses prefer not to view GDPR 
as a trade-barrier, but rather to:
•Embrace the spirit of GDPR
•Work with Europe to better understand how to 
comply and enforce GDPR in a reasonable way
•Standards Council Canada has assembled the 
Canadian Advisory Committee on GDPR
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Possible Ways Forward
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Possibility for Europeans to join the 
Canadian Advisory Committee?

Creation of  joint EU-Canadian 
best practices guide to GDPR?

Possible amendments to GDPR 
itself  to better clarify the scope of  

certain provisions?

Creation of  an ETSI guide for 
how to implement GDPR?

Canada has its own privacy regulations, 
PIPEDA & Privacy Act, which may be 
used as references for harmonization.
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Questions, comments ?
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MARK PECEN
mark.pecen@isara.com

www.isara.com

We welcome input and suggestions from 
the European Commission and others 
with interests in GDPR
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