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The Act on the Protection of Personal Information (APPI)

e The APPI aims to seek the balance between the protection of
an individual’s rights and interests and the utility of personal
information.

Protection Utility

e Besides the overall vision for the proper handling of personal
information by private-sector businesses, this Act establishes
obligations, etc. that a personal information handling business
operator shall fulfil.
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What is the PPC?

e History

® Jan 2016 The Personal Information Protection Commission (PPC) was
established

® May 2017 Regulatory authorities were centralized from ministers to the
PPC = Sole Privacy Enforcement Authority

e Main Specific Operations
®* Planning and drafting the legislation and other regulatory systems;
® Supervising and monitoring handling of personal information;

* Providing necessary mediation for filed complaints and offering
cooperation to business operators; and

®* Promoting international cooperation.
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2" Comparison of the legal framework on cross-border
data transfer under the GDPR and the APPI

GDPR APPI
(The amended APPI is put into full effect on May 30, 2017.)

EU <j Japan

> Adequacy decision % i Designated country or region
| The European Commission decides that a third country or A third party is located in a foreign country designated by the
territory, etc. ensures an adequate level of protection. Personal Information Protection Commission (PPC) rules.

» Binding Corporate Rules 1
‘ Bylaws within a group of enterprises etc. which are approved by || i > System has been established
the competent supervisory authority. B A third party in a foreign country has established a system which

» Standard Data Protection Clauses conforms to the standards set in the PPC rules.

Adopted by the European Commission

> Consent

‘ The data subject has explicitly consented to the proposed
transfer after having been informed of possible risks involved in
such transfers.

i > Consent ‘
i A principal has consented to his or her data transfer to a third party
i in a foreign country.

2 The European Commission has so far recognized Switzerland, Canada, Argentina, Guernsey, Isle of Man, Jersey, Faeroe Islands, Andorra, Israel, United States, Uruguay and New Zealand as providing adequate protection.
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