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Global Initiative for M2M Standardization Communiqué
Global Standards Organizations Agree on a Statement of Understanding for a Global Initiative for M2M Standardization
Las Vegas, Nevada
[xx] January 2012
ARIB, ATIS, CCSA, ETSI, TIA, TTA, and TTC (the “SDOs”) recognize that machine-to-machine (M2M) services often rely upon telecommunications providers for connectivity between the myriad of devices in the field and the M2M application servers. There is a need for a common cost-efficient, easily and widely available M2M Service Layer, which can be readily embedded within various hardware and software. As a result, the SDOs, meeting over the course of the past [xx] months, have identified the need for a cooperative M2M community standards activity which leads to regularly enhanced releases of M2M Service Layer specifications.
This Global Initiative for M2M Standardization will seek to develop one globally agreed M2M Service Layer specification using common use cases and architecture principles across several vertical M2M applications, and consolidate current M2M Service Layer standards activities into the Global Initiative. The goal is to develop specifications that will help drive the industry towards a goal of lower operating expenses, lower capital expenses, faster time-to-market, and mass-market economies of scale.
The SDOs agree that participation in the Global Initiative will be open and well balanced; provide opportunities for various levels of participation; accommodate companies and organizations, and provide flexibility for inputs from all market segments.  The Global Initiative will avoid overlap with existing work and focus on cooperative efforts, and prioritize work efforts based upon importance and work assignments. The Global Initiative is open to direct participation of SDOs, fora, or companies representing the vertical markets.
The SDOs foresee the Global Initiative collaborating with wireless and wireline SDOs and fora responsible for developing standards for core and access networks, as well as those SDOs and fora in charge of developing the vertical markets (i.e., domain-specific) aspects of M2M applications. The scope of the Global Initiative will seek to identify common/redundant vertical application layer services (e.g., QoS, Security) which may be implemented in a common service layer architecture, with a focus on service layer aspects with high level and detailed service architecture, in light of an access agnostic view of end-to-end services. Other aspects expected to be within scope of the Global Initiative are protocols/APIs/standard objects based on this service layer architecture (open interfaces & protocols), security and privacy aspects (authentication, encryption, integrity verification), reach-ability and discovery of applications, and interoperability, including test and conformance specifications.
The SDOs have reached a common understanding on the structure of the Global Initiative, focusing on establishing a simple and effective operational structure which is responsive to the needs of the vertical market stakeholders (individual and organizational), SDOs, and service providers. The Global Initiative will seek to balance regional requirements and differences, address timeframe objectives across the regions, with the primary goal to support global harmonization and consolidation. 

The SDOs will progress to seek final consensus on all major aspects of the Global Initiative, such as scope, principles, structure, participation rules, rights, and responsibilities, IPR regime, funding, secretariat role, and identify founding members and begin work on drafting the founding documents by February 10, 2012. The SDOs have planned a formal launch (founding agreement signed by all founding partners of the Global Initiative for M2M Standardization) by March 30, 2012, followed by establishment of the Steering Committee and first technical plenary meeting in the July/August 2012 timeframe.

The SDOs have agreed to collaborate in the formation of a Global Initiative for M2M Standardization, and have documented the understanding of the proposed purpose, scope, and principles of the Global Initiative within a Statement of Understanding. The SDOs invite M2M vertical SDOs and other fora and companies to join in the Global Initiative for M2M Standardization.
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